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Tears we ſhall all diſcover to be indeed 
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iv To the Tubabitants 6 Tz URO. 
and ſuch as it ought. to be my firſt 
Concern, that you... may be experi- 


«. 2 „ „„ „„ 


mentally acquainted with. I thought 


it therefore adviſeable to bring them 
forth to the World with” a Dedication IN 4 


to You; that whilſt by this Means I 
ſhould haye Opportunity of acknow- 
ledging the Obligations you have laid 


on me, and in ſome ſort of teſtifying 
the Reſpect I bear you; I might alſo 


in a Way, hardly yet attempted by 


me, (endeavour to engage your Regards 


to that on? 7. Bing, which in a few 


the only Thing needful. 
BRETHREN, if my Heart's Deſire 
towards you, that ye may,be-Partakers . 


* CHRIST, makes me earneſt and 


rtunate; 5 there not a 'Cauſt, 


ce your” Happineſs and my own. | 


are at Stake? I would not that any one 


; of you ſhould ce Hort bf entering nts 


God's Reft: Nor can I. forget the Mini- 


terial Vows that are upon me, and how 
n f A :* fearful 


6 
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fearful my Doom, if any of you fie 
in your Sint without Warning For 
your Sakes and my own 92 Iebeg 
Leabe to recommend to Ne this 2. 
"Gar Lobe“ | 
« 0 I Wal Chbby of 4 CHRIS- 
TIAN, drawn' as” aittifully as IL 
have been enabled to do it, from the 
- holy Skripten! It is not indeed“ a 
Cbarucker which will” fuir the Genera- 
lity of thoſe who call themſelves by 
that Name: Perhaps alſo it may make 
ſome, who have formed too favorable ; 
an Opinion of their religious Con- 
duc, to be diſguſted with themſelves 
or it, But if vital CHRISTIANITY 
be either run down by the Torrent 
of Infidelity and Licentiouſneſs, or be 
dwindling into a ceremonial Form, in 
the Practice of the Few who live de- 
cently and are well ſpoken of; it he- 
comes the Stewards of the Myſteries of 
Gop to riſe up to its Reſcue. It is 
this has engaged me to 600 t that to 


i To the Inbabitantr f FRURO. 

99 - in Deſcription, which is but too 
rarely to be ſeen in Life: That. it 

may be made an Inſtrument in the 

14 Hand of the SPIRIT. of forming, you | 
after its Likeneſs, is my firſt and moſt 
earneſt Deſire. And ſhould Go» 

vouchſafe to grant this Bleſſing upon 
my Attempt, to You and others, it will 
be my higheſt: Comfort, ande an en- 
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ſtianity, by illuſtrating the Means and 
and . 
I Recovery of Man from his preſent State 
©, {| groſs Inſenſibility under the Fall, to a Life 
of Acquaintance and Communion with S0 ; 
it is hoped they will be well received by Te 
rious Perſons of at Denominations; and 
I Wich che divine Blefling,anſwer the Author“ 
I Defizn; in reufing his Kur pid Sitnet, unden 
I | ceiving the Formaliſt, 6d animating Mel 
LY © of Good-will to hi het Attainments ; 
ine Ir the fingle Point infiſted on in the firſt 
5 Sermon, namely, the deep Guilt of an p 
wh fate, Independent Will; was duly attended to; 
| it might be a Means of checking many ofthe 
Sh careleſs, giddy Tribe in their mad Cateer uf | 
OF Selfiſm, and fenſual Pleaſore; and pertivns = 


ER, f| awakenſome ſtartling Thotghts — | 
natural Corruption, in the Breaſt of the 
15 more cool Objetter co Revelation in general: 
14 4 | | | 4 K 8 j — Aru 


Eee 
A rational Creature, made to be happy by Po 
knowing and loving God, and ſteady Con- the 
formity to his Will, and yet turned from 
Him in the Bent of its Will and Affections, 
and ſeeking after Happineſs in oppoſition to 
Him, is 'a Monſter in Nature. Do but 
allow the Fact, which is ſufficiently confirm- 
ed by the Expeniente of all Ages, and the 
_ "Confeſſion of the beſt Men that ever 
ved, and we need look no-where elſe than 
to this poiſoned Fountain of a ſelfiſh, cor- 
 Tppt Will, for; the Vanity, and Wretched- 
neſs of our State. It may juſtly be queſ- 
'Hioned, ; Whether; there can poſſibly be two 
kinds of Happineſs in Nature, and whether 
Gop can conceive. or produce a Happineſs 
different from and much leſs oppoſite to, his 
wn. If thenthe Happineſs, of God ſprings 
From, and is oRg/wath the perſect Rectitude 
of his Will, and there can poſſibly be no 
Happineſs in any part of Creation, 1 0 
cording to His Idea and Standard of it, the 
neceſſary Conſequence of a rebellious De- 
parture from the ſovereign Will, which 
made and governs the Uniyerſe, muſt be 
perpetual Error, and certain Miſery. And 
though Gop in Mercy may inſtruct, ad- 
menih, bear with, and uſe all ſuitable Me- 
thods to 'reclaim his perverted Creatures 
from their fooliſh Wandrings, and bring 
them, back again into the one, ſole Road 
af Order and Happineſs, yet he has not the 
: Power, Dit 


Power] if he could have the Will, to make 
them happy out of it. 
too great a Stoop Maj „ for CoD to 
3 Man, that he might accompliſh the 
Wark of our Redemption; and cries out, 
not with pious Admiration, but in the Self- 
ſufficiency - of his Reaſon, What is Man 
that thou ſhould / regard him? And the 
willing Slaves of Sin, as well as thoſe who 
are engaged in a continual Round of what is 
called innocent Pleaſure, or worldly Buſineſs, 
and abandon themſelves with full Reliſh to 
the Comforts of the Animal Life, without 


underſtanding and ſeeking after Gop, take 


Refuge in Mercy, and make it the firſt, if 
not the only Article of their Creed; mean» 
ing by that, a Power or Will in the Moſt 
High to diſpenſe with Truth; and Juſtice, in 
order to ſuit their Caſe, and ing at the 
horrid Word, Dainnation. But the Anſwer 
to both is, that the Recovery of ſeli:conſci- 
ous, intelligent Beings from a State of Eu- 
mity and Rebellion againſt their Maker, 
and their eternal Happineſs or Miſery, is no- 
Trifle with God, though it is with Man. 
That if Help was wanted, it would be of- 
fered ; and when it was, we might well 
ſuppoſe it would be in a Way far exceeding 
our natural Thoughts and Apprehenſions.— 
That the Greatneſs and Myſteriouſneſs of 
the Deliverance, ſhews dreadfully the Great- 
Dt J. A 5 \ - nels 
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neſs of our Danger, and the infinite M 
nity of that Diſpoſition in Man which 1c. 
quired it. That it comes to us in the May 
of a Cure; and as Reſtoration of Health to 
the Soul. That our great ſpiritual Diſorder; | 
tion, — Incapacity | 
pineſa, is the Averſion of our Wills 
o, ànd tion to Him ani Self 
Qand that if we our Remedy by re- 
fuling to return to an Union of Will With 
Him, there is no ſuch Reſource of Mercy 
in his Nature as we vainly dream of: We 
in ourſelves, | 
by our own obſtinate Choice of it, put 
an eternal Bar to his Goodneſs. 23) Dates. 
I. fuppoſe Cunisr has given us ; ſufficient 
Intimation of the State we are in, and:carries 
us to the Root of our Diſtemper, when he 
teaches: us to pray that Gob?s will may be. 
_ done in Earth at it is in Heaven; and 
| ges us to deny ourſelves, take (up aur 
Croſs, and. follow bim, © wihoſe Meat and 
Drink it was te do-the Will of Him that ſent 
him; nay, and tells us, that whe/cever he be 
at. for, kth not all that he hath, be cannot 
be bis Diſciple, Does not this ſeem a grievous, 
hard = Jing to thee? Art thou dey 10 
croſs thy Deſires, and give up ALI thy 
worldly: Views of Profit or Pleaſure for thei 
Will of Gop?: Deceive thyſelf no longer; 
truſt not in an outward Civility, nor any 
kind of * ts in Tn = only 
orld 3 


terrible Corrap 
for Ha 
from 


kave the Effence of Miſery 
and 
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Conſquenees of ft. H the C 


Ie converted. Whatever we 
| appear 
ſo lofig as there is this Root of 4 


10 my e in 


ern = 2: 
World; thy Sin is found out for thee.” Thou 
mayſt ſee in this Glaſs\'wherein thou 
of th# Glory 'of Gop—of glori Goo 
by a profound Submiſſion to his Will, which 
is his Glory in and from Man; — fa 5 
what is e krue Canie of every other f 
Exorbitance in thee. : 

Aup therefore J cannot but tau t 
the Author has zudiciouſly ſingled Non 
capital Inſtance of Man's Convil ion, Aff 
uſurping Will, broken off from GOD, to 
draw our Thoughts as it were to à Polr 
and ſtrike Conviction into the Soul; as | 
as ' juſtly repreſented the Guilt, aud fata 
ge is falſe; 
we have comparatively no Sin; the Love 
and Practice of every Virtue being imple? 
in the cotitrary / Diſpoſition. But if it 
true, and we are not in Subj to ele 
Father of Spirits, adoring his Nature an 
Wil pleaſed” wick Kis Commands, 4 | 

5 He r 3 ; 
Trath has but one us, Nepent 
pretend, 01 
do Menz 

En- 
the Heart, E. alienat« 
king WI we'difhidhtr 
ki in gon NG Ne State ef out Bed "ah 
the whole Couſe of our Beings; we can hay 


outwardl 


however we may 


any ino Communion with him here, nor Enjo 
the e . o 
Of > Tite 


making a Merit of it; ſuppoſing that he 
himſelf; and that whenever he does, G 

| reſer ve, which is, that Sin is not of ſo deadl 

ofits Inſufficiency at the beſt for Satisfaction, 
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our dun making. For: W oy 
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Tu peculiar Doctrines of the Goſpel are 
eaſily connected with, and follow cloſe upon 
this Diſcovery. Guilt incurred, Puniſhment 
due, and infinite Juſtice demanding i it, what 
ſhall ward off the Blow ? Repentance, an 
Return to,Gop:—So unbelieying Man fa . 


the hk to repent and return, in We. end 


muſt receive him to Favor. But theſe = 
dangerous Suppoſitions to truſt to for Eter- 
nity; and utter ly inſufficient to relieve the 
Conſcience, laboring under a Senſe of Guilt, 
and looking out every Way for ſome agg 
gound of Hope, I will venture to ſay, 
18 hardly poſlible for the convinced, a 5 
ed . to truſt to them; and I fear thoſe 
who do have another ſecret Suppoſition in 
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a Nature, nor ſo odious to Gop, as it mul 
bo ypon ay; be Chriſtian Scheme. "A real Be- 
lief: of the Guilt and Danger of it, will ne- 
ceſſarily be attended with alarming Appre» 
henſions of the Defectiveneſs of Repentance, 


pd of, our Impotence to Good in the future 
Courſe of our Lives. And this Senſe will 
diſpoſe, if not force us to receive the much; 
ene friendly Aid of Revelation; and to 
rin our Conduct Toon. the, Notion of a 
ab of one of 


3 
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our conceited, Pretences to ſuper. 
natural Knowledge, Gop will always de 


unknown, as to his Counſels, Ways, and 


tion given of him, (Exod. xxziv. 
657.) 2s fangroug eee eee 


exceeds all the Underſtanding of the natural 
Man; and would ſtill have been a Myſtery, 
if Cuaisr had not explained it, by bearing 


our Sins in his own-Body, reconciling us 
to Go by his Death, bringing in a perfect 
Righteouſneſs for us, enabling us by his 
Spmiti to ſubdue the Power 
ſelves, and completing our Redemption by 
making us new Creatures, fit for Heaven. 
Tuts great Points are clearly opened, 
and pathetically enforced in the following 
Diſcourſes ; which, we doubt not will be 
generally conſidered as the Reſult of Ex 
rience, auſwerable to their Title, and a fair 
Draught of The CuarsTian. And if the 
Author ſhould be remarked by any as'one 


of the Over -· doers, hurting the Cauſe he would 


ſerve; let him be entitled to no A 
if he has gone beyond the Rule of Scripture': 
Which indeed preſcribes an amazing Height 
of Purity for ſuch a weak, and ſinful Orea- 


$ 


ture as Man; but is nevertheleſs neceſſary to 
'be A to him in its full Extent, to con · 
vince hi 

1 


2 Fi A G E. M 
boaſted Perfection of human Reaſon, and 


Actings, if he does not reveal himſelf. The 


a = = n 
Sin in our 


of his Sin, bring him ta Cas r, 
direct 
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direct him in his Aims, prove his Sincerity, 

and quicken his Endeavours, And to fpeak 

only of an abſolute Submiſſion to the Will 

of God, who will preſume to affirm that leſs 

is required: of us? It would be an ill Office 
in a Chriſtian Divine, ta tell Men exactly 
where they may ſtop without Hazard ; and 
he. would have but: little Thanks for his 
Pains, from zealous. Perſons, endued from 
Above with à true ſpiritual 'Taſte, whoſe 
State is. progreflive, and their Hearts bent 
upon continual Advancement in Holineſs: 
Which is what his Deſcription of the now 
Creature implies; and not that none can be 
_. ſaved. who come ſhort of it, provided! they 
, are going on to Perfection, and truſt not in 

themſelves, but in the Lord JESU Cunt. 
Ir muſt be confefled, he is ſomewhat 
Plain, does not-palliate Matters, bears hard 
upon the Oid Man, and ſtrips him of all his 
Diſguiſes. And therefore, it may be ſup- 
poſed that ſome, who have: been uſed to 
prop. themſelves with the falſe Divinity of 
their Moral Character, and a decent Con- 
formity ta the external Parts of Religion, 
will be offended. This he knew: very well, 
and that his hardeſt Work would be with 


Thoſe who will let Religion do any thing line 
with them but change their Hearts, aud alter le: 
the earthly Bent of their Affections. And | {ek 


that there are ſuch at all Times in Chriſtian || the 


Countries, Pretenders. to Godlineſs,. but — cke 


A 22 


FP WE FAO IF 
the main Oppoſerb of the Reality of it, and 
the: bittereſt Enemies of all others to thoſe 
who would lead them into that Depth and 
Myſtery of — „their own Heart, is 

ot to be denied. whoever thou art, 
nner, or Formaliſt, be ſo juſt to thyſelf, 
and to thy eternal Intereſt in the Savior, aa 
to rend what is here offered thee without 
Prejudice, if not with Good-will, to one 
whom thou muſt acquit in thy Conſcience 
of any Deſign. but Good- will towards thee; 
And if the Formaliſt, eſpecially, ſhould be 
diſguſted at the home Expoſtulations upon 
his Caſe, and more inclined to veject them 
with Diſdain,) than to take Oceaſion from 
them to enter upon an impartial Examina- 
tion of himſelf, let him be aſſured, that he 


has juſt Cauſe to fuſpect that all is not found 


with him at the Bottom 
AN let all watchful improving .Chriſe 
tians, bo know thein Want of Delwer-, 
ance, their Diſability: in their natural State, 
and want of Merit in their beſt, C Rise 
Power land Will to ſave them to the utmoſt 
in all Reſpects, their Willingneſs to be ſaved; 
by him, faithful Adherence to him, and 
faithful Co- operation with the Spirit of Ho- 
lineſs for a renewed Will, and a ſanctified 
Heart, chooſing Gop for its Portion, and 
ſceking his Kingdom and Righteouſneſs in 


the firſt Place;—let them, I ſay, bleſs Gop for » 


the Light and Spirit of the Author; and pra 
| wit 
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with me that He would raiſe uy every where 
ſuch painful Laborers, and fait ful Se Stewards 
of the Word of Life; and that they may be 
bleſſed with a Meaſure of Succeſs, as He is 
in his Miniftry at Truro; and it is reaſonabl 
; Ane, will be in other Places; bythe Pub; 
" Keation of [theſe Diſcourſes, as the'frſt Im- 
preſſion of them has been ſo quickly ſold off. 
11 One Thing more is humbly ſubmitted to 
the Reader's Conſideration, namely, wWhe⸗ 
ther the Points of Man's Sin and Guilt, 
Reſtoration by Grace, Acceptance through 
Cusisr, and the Neceſſity of ſpiritual Re. 
novation, are not fairly reaſaned; and whe- 
ther, though not diſcoverable by human 
Wiſdom, yet, when revealed, they do not 
come within our Capaeity of judging, and 
recommend themſelves 10 our Belief and 
Approbation? And what 1 would obſerve 
upon it is, that it is doing unſpeakable: Miſ- 
chief to the Chriſtian Religion, to diſtinguiſh 
thoſe, who either from Principle, or Com- 
pliance with the corrupt Taſte of the Age, 
ſoften, or too generally ſuppreſs arg Rang 
by the Name of Ratiens] DIY | 
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"SERMON I. "Vp 

The Siofulneſs and Miſery of Man. 

wy. "Pata XIV.'2; 3 

PH EF Lord looked down from Heaven won the C bildren 

of Men; to fee if there Were (ny that di did under ftand 
and ſeek Ged: 1 

They are all gone afide, they are altogether becomt fly + : 


3k 


there is none that doth Good, no not one. Page 1. 

| Complaint. of the general Unconcernedtieſs about 
Salvation — 3 
1¹ ret che Goſpel a glorious Salvagion, 3 4 
ul Paith in Chriſt, and the new Creature, P. * the 
Ms Sum of it, — ) T7, 2 * 5 
r 
nuts, Becauſe an apoſtate Creature, — 1 . 3 
og The Fruits of this Apoſtaſy in the Heart, «4193: 208 
Ad in the Life, P02. 224998 by, 1K 
Itrne Conſequences of Sin terrible, | 3 * 15 
s -  BBy Man's Apoſtaſy, Diſhonor is brought upon Gon's 
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2 The Sinſulneſs and Miſery of Man. Serm. 1, 


_ Pleaſure in his "Beauty, who is fairer 


Grave: But ſhoufd we invite 
engage them by a full Diſplay of that excel- 


Sus 5 <þ beſeech, by th by the Dignity 


_ OO A . 
4 


World ſeems to have blinded Mens Eyes, and' 
hardened. their. Hearts; They have little! 


the Children of Men; nor do.they find the 
Goſpel of his Lips to be ful of Grace. The 
King is come bringing Salvation be is conſe 
in the Name of the Lord to preach good 
Tidings unto the Meek, to bind up the A 
hearted, to proclaim Liberty to the Captiuss, 


and the opening of the Priſon to them that are I. ] 
bound; to proclaim the acceptable Tear of the; 
Lord (a): But where are the Knees and if 
Hearts of his People? where the Childre or 
crying Hoſanna ! Bleſſed is he that cometh in Hnr. 
the Name of the Lord (d)? We name our- * 
ſelves after the Name af Chriſt : but Inte- ne 
reſt, Pleaſure, and Vanity, have gained toit 
themſelves our Allegiance and Devotion. 


Here, we can bow down and worſhip with eager 
Importunity ; Here, we can amuſe away Life; 
here, calmly ſteal into gray Hairs and the 

Men. by the 
go about ty 


Mercies of the Lord; ſhould we 
lent Love of. God, which is manifeſted in. 7 


1 
of Chrift's Perſon, and by the Sufficiency of 
his Power to every Purpoſe of their Salva: 
tion; ſhould we ſtrive with them that they 
would lay hold of this everlaſting Life, dearly 


purchaſed and freely offered; who is cker ern 
*\ ) Ha. Ixi. 1, 2 (83) Matt. xxi. 9, 15. 
ri alma 


< \% | | ? 1 


rm. 1. erm. 1. The Sinfune/s and Miſery of Man. 3 
5, and WY moſt that would lend an Ear? Men are 
1575 areleſs and aſleep : Security, the Offspring 

1 th f Pride, Ignorance, and Hardneſs of Heart, 
id the WF th ſhut chem in as with a fenced Wall of 
The NPraſs: God is left far above out of fight ; 
"on md every awful Conſideration of Duty, 

$190 ratitude, and true Intereſt, due to him, is 
roten. egligently caſt behind their Backs. 
preves, i Wirn what Confidence then can I ad- 
at are refs you upon the glorious Bleſſings of the 
of the oſpel- Salvation; lay before you the Way of 
8. and ife, and mark out the Evidence upon which. 
oudres ou may ſet up -a Claim to Gop's Favor 
wth in hrough the Redeemer? I ſhall only ſpeak 
Out- gte the Air, only gratify your curiofity, only 
t Inte- ngage your falagination, and amuſe you 
ith an Entertainment of an Hour, as n-, 
hat hath a pleaſant Voice, and can play well 
n an Inſtrument (c); unleſs you be deeply 
mpreſſed with the Importance of the Mat- 
er, and enter into an Inquiry after the 
bings that make for your Peace, as if it were 
or your Life. If you will profit by the fol- 
owing Diſcourſes,” you muſt not be of the 
aithleſs Stamp of the Times; you muſt, at 
aſt, have this Preparation of Mind, a ſe- 
ious Concern about Salvation. And I wilt 
ot believe, that you are % wit heut Under 
fanding, whatever you are, however heed- 
Ea is and wilful in your Sins, as to have de- 
8 there erminately given over all Care for your 
1 (e) Ezek. xxxiii. ze 
altndf 7 B 2 f Soul. 


' i 
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4 The Sinfulneſs and Miſery of Man, Serm. f 
Soul. I will hope, that ſome how or other, 
I ſhall by divine Grace reach your Heart, 
arid move you to ſome awakened Reflexion 
upon that which concerns you more than: 
thouſand Worlds. Nay, 1 will ke.confident 
that I ſhall be heard of many who deſire to 
know the Certainty of the Words of Truth (d), 
and would examine themſelves whether the van 

be in the Faith (e). 

Ix is not my buſinefs to pleaſe Men: And 
therefore if you ſhall be detained with a Sub 
ject, which muſt of Neceſſity prove very of- 
fenſive to human Pride, altogether oppe 


fite to worldly Views, and deſtructive of 
carnal Indulgence, ice that ye be not offendiſ it w. 
ed. Chrift's Kingdom is wy Tebis World M M. 
He hath no Offers got m which invitg ye n 
by the Indulgence they give to Vanity Wa 
ene aud Eaſe. J ul the contrary 2 his — 
Invitations are ſpiritual and eternal; nor ca ken 
they be reliſhed, till a Man deny himſelf, mar = 
tfy his Aﬀedtions which are upon Earth, andy Free: 
. erucify the Fleſh, Him, that is ſuch a one Sin, 
Chriſt will viſit with his Conſolations. Such and 
a one {hall recaiue out of Chrift”s Fulne/ Con! 
Peace, Acceptance with Gop, and SandliyY after 
fication ; with Help in every Time of Neg that 
againſt the Enemies of his Soul, in the pref Pow: 
' ſent Life; and in that which is to come, will! 
glorious rejoicing in the great day of th Cbriſ 
0] Prov. xxii. 1. (“) 2 Cor. xiii. 5. —_ 


John xvui. 36. | 
W) 15 
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germ. 1. The Sinfulneſs and Miſery of Man. 5 

Lord Jeſus, and an Inheritance in the;eter-. 
nal wor ta It is my Deſign in this and 

fome following Diſcoutſes, to give you an- 

Account of the Gofſpel-Salvation, and to 
lead you either to ſeek or diſcover an Inte- 

reſt in Jeſus Chriſt, What I have to ad- 
vance hereupon, will divide itſelf into two 

principal Particulars; each of which will 
demand ſome larger Meaſure of your Atten- 
tion and Time. They are Faitb, and the 
new Creature; which together, will compre- 
hend the Sum of Goſpel-Salvation. roy 
Tux former of them is Faith. And this 
it will be my*endeavour to illuſtrate in ſuch 
2 Manner, that. while ye ſhall ſee what it is 
ye may be able to prove yourfelves, if in this: 
Way ye are ſeeking Gop; and, if ye are 


out of it, may know the Meaſurestd' be ta- 


ken in order to a right Faith in Feſus Chriſt, 


_ You, muſt ſuffer me here to uſe great 


od Freedom of Speech; to charge you with 


Sin, in behalf of the Majeſty of Heaven; 
and to remonſtrate with you upon the ſad 
Conſequences which your Sin hath drawn 
after it I muft be allowed to tell you, 
that thefe Conſequences it is not in your 
Power to remove: — After this, my Meflage, 
will be more agreeable in the Declaration of 
Cbriſt's Ability and Willingneſs to ſuecour 
you :—And the Concluſion will be, an Ac- 
count of Faith. n 
„ 9 Ler 
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6 The Sinfulneſs and Miſery of Man. Serm. l 
| ; - ous State: Out of this State Man cannot 


firſt Place be. free to charge you with Sin, in 
will remonſtrate — you upon the /d Con- 


And the Words of the Pſalm, read for the 
Text, give me Foundation enough for the 


make. The — looked down from Heaven 


. any that did underſtand, and feck God. They 
are all gone aſide, they are altogether become 
12 e 15 none that doth Good, no nat one. 


! 


LET me engage you to remark. the 
Gauen there is between theſe ſeven 5 
Points. Sin hath brought Man into a ruin: 


help himſelf: Chriſt offers him Reſcue ; 
wh this Offer. Man muſt nn, if he i 
be delivered. 

Too lay the Ground-work: 1 muſt in the 


behalf of the Majeſty of 2 : and then 


ſequences which your Sin hath drawn after it. 


general Charge and Expoſtulation I have to 


upon the Children of Men; to ſee if there were 


NE indeed there was'in our Nature, who 
mi ht boldly ſay, *© Who convinceth me of 
Sin (g)! You ſee my manner of Life: 

i Youknow my Actions: Tell me, wherein 
% have broken the leaſt Commandment; + 
« wherein in the niceſt Particular, 1 have on 
* .neglefted what God would have done, or W He 


# done what he forbids. Not one among 3;; 


can convince me of Sin: No, yeW of 
hemers; nor can your Father the el 


« Na 


« Devil, He tried all his Arts upon me; ¶ ut 


hu viii. 46. | 
(g) John vin. 46. «x | 


germ. 1. The Slufulnfs and Miſery of Man. T 

« bur n& cartial Appetite; no proud Imagi- 

% nation;"nd.” covetons, ambitions Defire,. 

« could be found i me. Yea, my hea- 

« yenly Father, 'who/knoweth the very Se- 

« crets of the Heavt, hath found no Widkedneſs © 

« in me, He hath honoured me by a Force” 

« from Heaven declaring his Pleaſure in me; 

« becauſe he knoweth, that as 1 am come o 

« do his Will, To I keep his Sayings.” © Thus: 

He might ſet up à Claim to A gy! of Heart: 

and Integrity of Life; and neither Gop,. - 

nor Man, nor Devil, could diſallow it. But 

every other "Mouth is /lpfped: - God charges 

Sin againſt us afl. Alas! ſo many Higuilies 

are gont ober our Heads, that I am at 2 loſs 

wherewith to begin the black Catalogue. 

Bur where ſhall Þ begin the — 

unleſs with that which is the Root of all the 

reſt? '* Your Soul hath been without the 

% Difpoſition of a Creature; and hath affe&-- 

« ed ndependency.“ This is my Cha 

in Gop's behalf againſt Mie all; ye have. 

had a Pleafure and a Will within you, not 

ſubordinate to the Will and Pleaſure of Gop, 

„ LET all Things ſerve Gop,“ is the 

one equitable Law of; the Univerſe, For 

He is our-Father, and we all art the Work of 

bis Hand (5). Nay, but mark the Deſign 

of our Being, He made al Things for him- 

elf; he treated us for his Glory (i); he formed 

mei that we ſhould ew forth his-Praije: (c). 
(5) Iſa. Ixiv. 8. (i) Rev. iv. 11. (4) Iſa. xliii. 7; 21. 

but / B 4 ” There 


8 The Sinfulneſs and Miſery of Man. Serm, 3. 
There muſt be but one, King and, one Pleas 
ure in all the World. Every inferior Be- 
ing muſt be ſubject to the ſupreme Will of 
Gop; ſo the Order of Con demands, 
But apoſtate Angels firſt affected to have a 
Will of their own ; to erect a Pleaſure with - 
in them, not ſubordinate but oppolite. to 
the good Pleaſure of Gov, Thus Rebellion 
was conceived again the divine Will: And 
among the Creatures in Heaven, many vain- 
I aſpired to be independent of the Creator. 
Man too had trod in the ſame Steps: All ot 
us have a Will of our own, which e oppene 
the ſov Will of Gov. F ns 
In Prwaß er this muſt appeal to your- 
felf. Was there not a Time, when your 
Heart knewlittle Fear of Gop's Diſpleaſure ; 
when you were inſenſible of his Preſence, 
unmoved with any awful  Appr prehenſions of 
bis Majeſty, untouched any feeling of 
Love towards him; wherein God was not in 
all your Theughts (1)? Say, hath not. Gon 
{cen you in ſuch a State If it be not now 
. your very Condition? Have not Days and 
| — gone over you wherein the Jean 
of Hearts conſidering your Soul, might find 
nothing there but a 2 md Forgetfulneſs of 
our Maker; ; not ſo much as a Deſire to 
e him and ſubmit to his Pleaſure; Way = 
you lived at your Diſcretion, not ang 
Ged, and carried on by] nclinations Whi 
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vere 
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were directly contrary to his Law ?—1I ſpeak - 
not now of what you did; I intend/not one 
Action or another which were ſinful; it is not 
in queſtion at. preſent, whether you were 
lewd or chaſte, drunken or temperate; a 
Knave or honeſt, a Trifler or diligent; my 
Charge againſt you is, that in thoſe Days 
whatever you did, you did what you would, 
and becauſe you would ; you: were pleaſing 
yourſelf and not Gop ; you had not a crea- 
ture-like Regard to him in your Conduct. 
Be faithful for Gop, though it be againſt 
yourſelf: Had you at that Time any real 
Concern about the Will and Pleaſure of him 
that made you? Had you either Thought or 
Deſign of pleaſing Gop? i 
Tu ua, you conſidered not in thoſe eaſy 
Days that you were acting that monſtrous 
Part you did; you reflected not, that to for- 
get, to caſt off Gop, and do as we liſt, 
carries in it all the foul Sins of Ingratitude, 
Undutifulneſs, - Rebellion; that you were 


degrading the Almighty from his Throne, 


and placing yourſelf in his ſtead. If you 
will look well to it you ſhall find no other 
Sin like this. The Stubbornneſs of Chil- - 
dren, the Negligence of intruſted Servants, 
the Vofaithfulneſ of moſt obliged Depen- 
dents, the Diſloyalty of chief Favorites, and 
whatever elſe ſuppoſes Inſenſibility, Obdui 
rateneſs, and Treachery, is implied in this 
one Thing, a careleſs Forgetfulneſs of Gov. 


O ſuppoſe, through the peculiar Bleſſing 
of a piqus Education, you have remembered 

| - your Creator from outh: Yet have you 
found no Inclination within you to caſt off 
the Yoke? no Riſings of a Will of your 
own againſt the Will of God? Hath there 
not been ſomething in you which would 
plead for a Diſpenſation of the Command- 
ments bf Go t ſomething which hath made 
ou ready to murmur at Gop's providential 
Directions: and to be diſpleaſed with the 
Spirituality and Strictneſs of the Law? Re- 
the Paſſages of your Heart, what they 
have been, and what they too often are; 
and you ſhall. readily confeſs the univerſal 
Truth, that the Heart of man is rately 
wicked (m), even Enmity againſ/ God (#), al- 
though you were never numbered with that 
more inſolent Tribe, who /ay unte God, De- 
part from us; for we deſire not the Know: 
ledge of thy Ways : What is the Almighty, that 
we ſhould ſerve him? And what Profit ſhould 
we have, if we pray unto bim () 7)? 
. ALas] what a Sight muſt .a World of 
ſuch ſelf-willed Rebels have been in the Eye 
of God! 2 of Creatures turned every 
ane to bis,.own Way! And ſuch have you 
been, whatever you are, joined in the ge- 
neral Apoſtaſy. O let us all feel and own 
the never enough to be lamented Truth; 
) Jer. xvii. 9. „) Rom. viii. 9 
nee of aj 
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all of us Rebels and Apoſtates | This is the 
evil Stock, which hat put forth its Branches 
and yielded its Fruit in a Variety of Sin. 
BIN ſet up for yourſelf, you were im- 
patient of Gop's providential Government 
of you. When he ſmote you with his gra- 
cious and well deſigned A fflictions, you were 
fretful-» Tou acknowledged not his Hand, 
nor his Goodneſs in them; but, diſordered 
in your ungentle Spirit, you wreaked that 
peeviſh: Anger upon thoſe about you, which 
you durſt not difcha 
muſt have your-own Will and Way: when 
you found not Compliance in other you 
grew haughtily enraged or ſullenly diſpleaſ- 
ed ; when Diſappointment met you in your 
worldly Projects, or carnal Joys, or even 
innocent Amuſements, the troubled Sea of 
Diſcontent was within you; you could not 
endure the leaſt Oppoſition with Patience; 
as if you had been the Lord of the Univerſe, 
and all Things were to be devoted to your 
Humor. | Sava nt WE AP td 
So being forgotten, you minded earthly 

7 hings, the Favor of Men, and the Wealth 
of this World: In queſt of Praiſe, — were 
fawning and deceitful; in ſearch of Wealth, 
ou were ſordid and ſelſiſn. Reputation and 
ealth made you proud and vain : and that 
Pride and Vanity would endure no Rival; 
you muſt be the foremoſt in Abundance and 
Reſpect, Hence "WY Heart was filled 
. 6 with 


againſt Goo. Tou 


1 The Sinfulneſt and Miſery of Man, Serm. 1 
with envious Diſguſt and malicious Pleaſure, 
as others outſtript or fell beneath you in 
theſe your favourite Purſulietee. 
Mx a w-time that delicate Body of yours 
was craving for Indulgence. The Eye, the 
Ear, the Palate, every Senſe luſted for it 
peculiar Gratiflcation. Your Soul was car» 
nal. You were but a Beaſt with more Re- 
_—— : May I not add, with more Luxe 
ury too 3. £65250 on Ds 
Tov muſt own now, ane th inward 


Parts have been Wickedneſs ; that Gop 
hath ſeen your Soul without the Diſpoſition 
of a ndent Creature; that you have 
had an Indiſpoſition of Spirit either to do 
his Will, or to ſubmit yourſelf and your 
Affairs to his Ordering; that your Lov 
hath been laid out upon preſent Enjoyments, 
in the Purſuit of which you have been proud, 
envious, malicious, deceitful and ſelfiſh» 
that Luſt or Indulgence hath taken place of 
ſpiritual and reaſonable Gratifications within 
you, rendering your Soul inſenſible to every 

hing, but the Enjoyments of the lower 
Part, of Which you are compoſed. Such 
was the Diſpoſition of your Soul. And how 
filthy.and defiled then were you! What a 
Sight in the pure Eye of God! And judge 
now, what the Fruit of ſo corrupt: a.T'xee 
muſt have been tt W250 

SURELY all the outward Carria 


have nothing of Worth in it. 


could: 
hatever 
_ 
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was the Iſſue in the Thoughts, Wards, and 
Actions, it was but thei: Way of one whe: 
new not: God. Phere might be a Regula - 


of Gedlingft> But ſince the Principles of the 
Heart were thus corrupted, nothing which 
proceeded out of it could do other than offend 
Gop, And what a Load of Guilt muſt you 
have contracted, while you were thus trad- 
ing and living in a State of Sin, all within 
and without evi/ continually ! Conſider What 
an heavy Charge Gop bath againſt you for 
thoſe: rebellious Days of your Life, when 
you were not ſerving Him, but following 
your own Luſts. 1 4 2 809 an 
Fon this general Aecuſation ſhould I 
deſcend to Particulars; ſhould I charge you 
with the Acts of Sin; vrhich have been com- 
paſſed and contrived in your own: Heart, 
without being brought. forth into outward 
Conduct; how would Time and Calculation 
fail, to bring before you the inceſſant Act- 

ings of Pride and Impatience, of Hatred 
and Reſentment, of Envy and Malice; the 
ceaſeleſs Contrivances for worldly Honor 
and Wealth; the Projects which have paſſed 
through your Mind, for the Enjoyments of 
Pleaſure and Luſt! Ah, how would you 
link under the Condemnation, could you ſee; 
only. the Sin, which hath been committed 
in your own Heart in Deſire and Purpoſe, 
but was prevented in the Practice and Exe. 

| ; i cution } 


rity. free of Scandal;: a Nm there might be . 
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Iniquity which lie againſt you: even this 

Forgetfulneſs of G op as your Creator. It 
is this which hath overſet the End of Crea» 
tion, diſhonoured G op, provoking him to 
Diſpleaſure, and placed Man at a Diſtance 
from his Gop, and Happineſs. And here - 
you are but one of the many, but one 
Among whole Race of Men, all of whom 
have found in the ſame Apoſtaſy you 
are charged with. For all are out of 
the Way; all are become. filthy. Wherefore 
they and you together, as making up 
Morld lying in Witkedneſs, have the greateſt 
need td weigh with an awakened Attention 
the Yad Conſequences of ſuch a Revolt from - 
and Rebellion againſt the Majeſty of the 


Almighty. 


AND the Conſequences thereof are theſe 
three juſt now hinted at. Hereby Diſhonour 
is brought upon God's Government: Man 
is ſunk into a State of Unfitneſs for God and 
Happineſs : and a Sentence of Wrath is gone 
forth againſt the World. 

Tun 9 of theſe Conſequences is, that 
by the Sin of Man Diſhonour is brought 
upon God's Dominion and Government. 
Ged ſaid, * Let us made Man: It id my ſo» 
« vereign Pleaſure that Man ſhould be. Let 
« him hve, and I will 2 him; let 
« him do my Will; let him execute m 
% Pleaſure'; I will be known in this Ear 
* -which I have made.“ Such was — | 

| an 


v6 The Sinfulneſs and Miſery of Man. Serm, 7. 
and gracious Deſign of the eterfal Gos: 
fuch the End: of Man's Creation. But ſee 
now, how little this Deſign is anſwered ; 
| yea conſider, if God be acknowledged as 
the great King over all the Earth. Where is 
the hes willing Submiſſion of his Crea. 
tures? Where the delightful Attendance ups 
on his honorable Service? It is no where 
to-be found. To the Diſgrace of his Ma- 
jeſty and Glory, Gov hath utterly been de- 
prived of his Dominion and Rule; is not 
avowed by the Children of Men, as the wiſe 
and mighty Lord, as the kind and moſt afs 
fectionate Parent. His Sovereignty is diſ- 
allowed; Man hath forſaken 1 forgotten 
him. All Senſe of Obligation to him hath 
ceaſed; all Duty hath failed; all Depen- 
dence hath been rejected. God hath been 
left of us to his Heavens and his Angels 
nor known upon Earth to be what he is. 
War, as it were, hath been declared againſt 
him; every where, and by every one of us 
he hath been robbed of his Dominion, and 
Man hath ſet up for the Lord of the World. 
And what other Diſhonour could we poſs 
ſibly have brought upon G oD, than by this 
Apoſtaſy? Proud Man! thou couldſt do no 
more than this againſt thy Maker: thou 
couldſt not think of ſetting up thy puny 
Arm againſt the Strength of the Almighty ; 
thou couldſt not hale him out of his Hea- 
vens; but all which thy little — 
18 could 


, ha = 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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could do, thou haſt done. Thou haſt for- 
gotten him, deprived him of his Dominion 
over thee; thou haſt cauſed him to be un- 
known in this Earth, which his Han 
have made; thou haſt ſtubbornly oppo 


thy ſelf to kis Will. And what N 
thou do more to his Diſhonour? It is no 


in thine Hand to diſhonour him more. O, 
how muſt the faithful holy Angels look 
upon ſuch a World as this ! What Reſent- 
ments muſt they feel for the Glory of their 
God ſo vilely trampled upon Burning 
with a ſacred; Zeal "ay the injured, Di pity 
of their G op, have they not been ready to 
cry out, Aris, O Gad, thine own Cauſe, 
ſee how e oacheth thee daily ( 
+ es and let thine ROE be ſcattered 05 
8 * is the ab ſad Conſequence 5 Sin, the 
iſgrace it brin D as the CGCOovernor 
of the Wald.. F 
Tu Second Event of Man's 22 i 
that he is left in @ State of Un 
Gop and Glory. In thy Preſence is Ri 
of Joy, ſaid David (5), Doubt eſs there is ſo 
not only in Heaven, but even here; for Da- 
vid ſpoke from Experience; he found, Gon's 
Favor to be Life, his Loving -kindng/s to be 
better tban Life itſelf. But then neither 
in Time nor Eternity can there be a ;apacity 
for this Joy, unleſs the Will of Man be in. 


0 Pſal. luxiv. 2. @) Pſal.. vill“ 1. 
(s), Plal. xvi. 11. 
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* eaſil ta. Wines of the 
. [ed Angels, who always behiolding the Fac 
pdf Gob ds his Commandments, en Ante 


85 this reſpect, there is no Difference between 
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Conformity with and Subjection te the 
Will of Gop. Without this; there ean be 
no entering into the Joy ef the Lord. I cin 

a Joy of thoſe bleſſ. 


the Voice of bit Word.” But if one nuligad 
Spirit were among them, who affected In- 

dependency, whoſe Will drew, in the leaf 
Degree, contrary to Gop's Pleafure; ſue 
I am, he muſt be nere to the Joy of 
Heaven. Nay did any of them come Mor 
of an intire, free, an Foll SubMiFor of 
Spirit to God's Will, in any theceaft Mes 
ſure, ſuch muſt ſo far fail of taſting the 
Pleaſures at Go D's night Hand. Now, in 


Angels and Us. An obediential Spirit, an 
unreſerved Submiſſion of Soul to Gov! 
Will, is the -onl nw gmt 1 H 
 neſs1 in us, as wel 40 in them. ave 
ſeen, how you have been Viale fuch a 
Frame of Soul; and, if you are returning 
to your Duty, you cannot but lament-hoy 
you ſtill fall ſhort of an intire Conformity 
of your Will to God s, Man's ſelfiſh! Wil 
directs him to à Choice, which is far diſtant 
from Gap and Happineſs. You have-chofen 
en own Glory, and your own' Pleaſure; 
ave been intent on ſeeking human Praiſe; 
and bodily Indulgence; and have been 8 
5 n ng 
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ſuing earthly Things, whether the Wealth, 
the Opinion, or the Honors of the World, 
in order to gratify your Vanity and your 
Luſt. Your. Will and Choice bath been 
thus downward; directly contrary to that 
full and intire Choice of Gop's Service and 
Glory, which can only make you- meet for 
his Preſence. But can theſe Things, which 
the perverted Will of Man hath made its 
Choice; can theſe preſent Gratiſications, 
which Man hath ſet his Heart upon, afford 
him Happineſs? Can the Praiſe and Ap- 
plauſe of Men, thoſe Bubbles which a Breath 
of Air both ſwells and burſts ; can. the high- 
eſt-faſhioned Elegancies 'of bodily Indul- 
gence; can Wealth and worldly Honor, 
bring real and ſolid Content to the Soul? 
Let the daily Complainings of the moſt 
Proſperous; let the Unſatisftedneſs.of thoſe, 
who enjoy Pleaſure in the largeſt Share 3 let 
the Reſtleſſneſs of Spirit within, while all 
is favourable without; let all this witneſs; 
that miſtaken Man ſeeks Bleſſedneſs where 
it cannot be found. Or ſay, you ſhould be 
happy, as your Heart can wiſh, all the Days 
of your Life; yet, when your Sun declines, 
and is ſet in the great Ocean of Death, what 
Qualification would you have about you for 
the other and eternal World? Alas ! a proud, 
earthly, -carnal Mind, is not meet js the 
Company, the Praiſes, the Services of Hea- 
GETTIN ven. 
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ven. Men may talk of the Mercy of Gon; 
and conceit of being admitted to Heaven, 
after all their Carelefineſs and Sinful Courſes: 
But if Heaven be the Enjoyment of Gon, 
and the Buſineſs of it his Service, he who 


Heart is its own Maſter,, and who» affect 
not ſpiritual Gratifications,, would find the 


Sight of Gop to be terrible, and his Ser- 


vice the: moſt grievous Slave wg 
I x is not therefore among the leaſt of the 


evil Conſequences which Sin hath brought 


after it, that it hath ſet you at Variance with 
Gon Perhaps. you may be eaſy enough 
for the-preſent, and be now inſenſible to 
any Hurt you receive through-the Want of 
an Obedience, Love, and Honor of Spirit 


10 — heavenly King. Your Backward» 
| - Salk 


to: think of him, your Liſtleſſneſs when 
you are neay him, the Unrulineſs of your 
wayward Heart, utterly averſe to do or to 

—_— Will; your-intire Aﬀection' to the 
your Self eſteem; all theſe Invention: which 


ou have ſought out, may give you little 
Pain in ” £61, — Day upon Earth. But 
when you ſhall, by and by, be forced-againid 
your Will into Eternity, then you ſhall feel 
to your Coſt, what a ſore Evil it is to be 
without the obedient Spirit of a Creature; 
to be barren of all Love towards Go Dd, and 
to. be deſolate of all heavenly. Graces, 


TFS 28 


your Delight in carnal Pleaſures, 


in 
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ſo without all Poſſibility of Happineſs. for 
ever. This World alli, as 4 N 
ene awaketh, and the next altogether unfit 
for you j what a diſconſolate Soul muſt you 
be upon the Moment of your Separation ! 
anc both theſe Conſequences, follows 
TayizD Place, av the Event of Man's 
Apoſtaſy, that a Sentence of Wrath is gone 
forth againſt the World, Gow is able to 
maintain his own Cauſe; he is able fully to 
vindicate the Wrong, which the lawleſs 
World hath done ' to his Honor. He doth 
not affect a Dominion, which he wants 
Power to manage. He fitteth over all from 
the Beginning, and he remaineth a King for 
ever, Hell and Deſtrutiion are before him, 
nor can any ſtay bis Hand, or Jay unto him, 
What doſt thou? And can we conceit, that 
God, jealous of his Rights, who will not 
give his Glory to another, ſhall tamely ſubmit 
to ſo 1 oi Inſult, as the univerfal 
Rebellion of his Creatures? Shall he not 
avenge himſelf upon us, and make it known 
from one fide of the Heaven to the other, by the 
exemplary Juſtice he will do himſelf upon 
us, that be it God, and there is none elſe? We 
have drawn a Curtain over his Glory, nor 
doth he yet make that his Glory to appear ; 
he ſuffers it to be hid a little Space; but he 
will magnificently glorify himſelf 1 
ay 


Dey of his Vengeance, and 4l/ the Earih 
' Jhall know that 


rake little Account of the Diſhonour ye de 
tfulneſs 90 


ever ſuppoſe us to be in a loſt and undone 


to have deprived him of, till the Recom- 


= | * | 3 4 " 
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d is the Lord. You may 
gh of Sin, now that ye. ſee not the 
Juſtice yet ſtretehed out ; ye may 


make li 
Hand o 


unto God in the Forge 

our Ways: But hear what the Gop 
ruth ſaith, he who changeth not, and 
whoſe Words ſhall not fail: The Lord 1s low 
to Anger, and great in Power, and will not 
at all acquit the Wicked (t): The Soul that „in. 
neth fe die (u): And the Wrath of God it 


revealed from Heaven againſt all Ungodline/s 
and Unrighteoiufneſs of Men (x). Not te mil. 
tiply Paſfages ; throughout the Goſpel-Re- 
velation, the Offers made us of Mercy do 


State by reaſon of Sin. The eſtabliſhed Ap- 
ointment and Decree of God in Heaven 
and Earth is, The Wages of Sin is Death (). 
By the Puniſhment of Sin Goy will maintain, 
Ris Glory, which the Inſolence of Sin ſeems 


pence of Vengeance mate his mighty Power u 


10 be Inoton. Lay it to heart then, who-, ſinfu 
ever you are; you have ſinned, provoke our 
ingly rebelled againſt your Maker; and with 
how fearful a thing is it to fall into the Hands. WM abou 
of the living God ! Let me fuggeſt to you the hic 

t) Nah, 1. FF] 4) Enel. III. 4. Fg . 

2 Rom. I. 18, 6 Rom. 3. b F ane 


ä Certalnty 
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certainty oß that Wi the Eterni 

that Ve e the Depth 1 Marel 9 
that Ti 9h 17 1 4 bo rt that Fire, * 
the Breath * If Sin; Wee like: - 
4 devouring 757 already brought 
Deſolation after it its if it hath intailed the 
Curſe of Gon upon Nature and upon Fold | 
ſelves z Judge then, what Store of V 
is Lerne for it againſt that Day, w 
hall be fully rewarded ;. But Rn 
Vengeance. be, Sin hath made you 21 6 the 
A and 2 * of. 35 This is. is i bath 
Conſequence an's 3 ath -. 
brou 825 the Curſe of Go 1 * us. 
ah, Naa of the World will nat lt | 
e IS cb 1 BEE * 

AN D now aa we lab to 7 Tine. 

You cannot deny iſo Yo AM The whole: 
Morld ia 92% be before Gad. You cannot d 
pute the Confequetices. You muſt bin, 
that you have diſhonored God's Govern- 
ment, and ſet yourſelf at a deplorable Diſ- 
tance from Gop and Happineſs, and in- 
curred his avowed Wrath, Sad State of a 
ſinful World! Methinks, in ſuch a view of 
ourſelves, every Heart ' ſhould be ſtruck 
with an awful Luſpence, with a ſacred Dread 
about the Iſſue, That N nxlety, 
which ſeizes every Breaſt, caſlon of 
ſome more ſolemn Execution, when the 
Hand is now lifted up to ſtrike the mou wt 
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thould poſſeſk dur Souls. And yet 1 hart 

another E oallderatione to add, When we meet 
; 4 gain, which muſt abundantly contributet 
8 0 our Apprehenſion. But I-ſhall gif. 


os for the preſence with this: a 
of Seri pture, Which, yoo 
917 yo na ſixth Chapter of Genefir, | 
ducts 'Gov's Denvnciation'of'-Vengeance 
gpon he hs firft World. Gd [ſaw "that the 
icketneſs of Man was (great in the Earth, 
and ro 25 * ination of the' Thoughts o 
his Heart was ge. evil continually. And it 
repented the Lord that be had mage Mun 6 
the Earth, and it grieved bim ut bit Heart 
And the Lord aid, I will deſlrey Man, whom 
I have created, from the Face of the Earth ll 41d 
for it repenterh me that I have made then, WM / « 
The Application is both ea to be made 


and terrible to be N 


SERMON 
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4 he reflect, how vain it was to think of 
from. his unixerſal Preſence. Fool. 
y de B himfelf 2 among ſt the” Trees, nll 
the Voice of Gop commanded him forth, 
Sin inſtantly san abhorred Iſſue in the 
Soul, the Confuſion of Guilt, Diſlike oſ 
and a Dread of Vengeance. 1 as afrai 
and hid himſelf. 
| Our God's a conſuming I 2) to Sinners 
Sin cannot endure 12 Majeſty. Sin, dil. 
honorable to God, and apprehenſive of his 
— 5 Arm, doth not like his Preſence, 
Sayt u,whohaſtwe! 5 — the Conſequences 
of Bin with any deration; [s it a light 
Thing, that chou haſt diſhonored Gon, and 
provoked his Wrath upon thy Head? Can 
thou well bear to of him, Who, trick 
in Juſtice and almighty in Power, is thy 


Enemy and Av ? Art thou not. ready 
to act aver an the £4 Folly. of Adam; ü 
hide thyſelf from Gov's Preſence to drown 
the too terrible Reflexion in Care or Pley 
ſure, till Cop call thee. forth and will be at 
tended. By It is well if thou hearken to 

that Voice, though the Sound of it be ter 
if in this thy Day thou lay to Heart the Cs 
ences of thine Iniquities, while yet tl 
js pe.;. if, though with Trembling an 
Aſtoniſhment, thouartmade ta feel the Sui 
of a Sinner, that. moſt deplorable State # 


(s) Heb, xii, 29. bein 
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being a Rebel, alienated from all, Efteam a 
of Goo ind Fitheſ: for his-Glory, and an * 
Heir of 3 Rejection; , Then 
with an 1 thou: walk enter 
with me into this farther Inquiry, whether 
thou canſt remove theſe Conſequences from 
thee ; whether thou canſt reſtore the Ho- 
nor thou haft: taken away from the Go» 
vernor of the World, bring dark thy Soul 
toa Creature lie Diſpoſition, without which 
thou muſt remain incapable of taſting ſpiri- 


tual n or averting Go 0's Vee 

nce. l 
" uur be allowed to tell youu: you: c- 
not. 


Tuts wastha- Polat. 
And, u upon Particular, I mall with 
to drive you to the Diſtreſs: of — Mia 


riners ; havin — 


leave yau wat 


I 
than forth inio + Sea your 84 
— 71 — may be apt to loale for 
Security amd) Salvation, and healing the 
A . — between — 
and you, ar: tance, pureiy 
our o.]. As the Mariners did, you may 
x rowing bara ta this Lan to ſave your» 
(el (elves, unwilling to thraw-yourſelves/upon 
Mercy as; otherwiſe loſt. But when you 
WT ſhall not de able; when you: ſhall find, that 
you cannot tꝛtuſt in any thing you can do, 
either to glorify God, to recover ir Purity of 
C 2 Heart, 


—_—  — EEE SC — — — 8 — 
v 9 


— 3 — —<-—_ — — 


— — 


— 


— — — 
* 


Heart, or to ſatisfy his Juſtice; then wit 


reſcue yourſelf, 


of Sin, It is notorious, that the Rebellion 


and the other, muſt be Man' 8 Ruin for-ever, 


4 


m. 2 of Man. 


unwonted d, ou 15 conſider that 
mighty Redeemer, who is come to reſtory 
the eb, and tenderly waits to hide and 
cheriſh you under the Covering of his A 
ing Ming... 

4 $AY therefore, that having been n 
guiley ty of Sin before the nige elty of Gos, 

ereby you have diſhonored him, in ſuch 
A Mo > llengted yourſelf from Gon, that 
you are unfit for his Preſence and'iGlory, 
and have intailed an eternal Curſeupon you, 
But from theſe Conſequences you cannot 


I wovrp engage you to obſerve the Con 
nection there is between theſe Conſequences 


of Man's Will and Way diſhonors Gop a 


the Governor of the World. This Rebellion 


hath deſtroyed all Capacity of Happineſs in 
the Fre nem with the Creator, though in 
him only it is poſſible that a reaſonable Be- 
ing can debt d; while the Glory of Gon, 
— the evil Buße fitions of Man's rebellious 
N ature, lead dire&ly to a State of endlels 
Baniſhment from God's Preſence, and of 
avowed and moſt required Puniſhment: 
Till Gop be glorified, till Man be humbled, 
the Separation between the Creator and Cres. 
ture remains; and the Iſſue, on the one ! 


. 


05 
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God remaining diſnonored and Man rebe - 
lious, the Event is Enmity and Death. If 
therefore you would compoſe the Difference' 
Sin hath made between Gop and you, vou 
muſt render back all the Glory you have de- 
prived Gop of. - you muſt put on the Dife 
poſition of a Creature, you mult ſatisfy the 
Demands of infinite Juſtice. | See now how 
incapable you are to effecl either of theſe. 
Firſt, I's. you would remove the Conſe» 
quences of Sin from you, you muſt render 
back the Glory to Gop you W 
him of. I will ſuppoſe you ſenſible, that by: 
your Sins and Rebellion you have diſho- 
nored Gop- your Maker and Governor, 
and that you are willing to do all in your 
Power to render back that Glory to him. 1 
will 5 you too, with the utmoſt Pu- 
rity of Heart and Integrity of Life, returned 

to your Allegiance ; and that with ſuch a 
Simplicity in yourſelf, your conſtant earneſt 
Endeavour is to promote Gop's Glory in 
the World, by all the Influence you have 
upon others. But now, even in this Caſe, 
you will not advance a Step towards repair- 
ing the Diſhonor which your paſt. Sins 
have brought upon Gop. For what by ſuch 

2 Conduct are you doing, more than your 
Duty? Or was it not your Duty to 2 | 
been with Gop. always, as IL ſuppoſe vou 
now to be? It is true, by ſuch an humble 
. 8 De- 
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Demeanor you do not increaſe the Debt 
Diſhonor you are charged with: But then 
neither de you leſſen it. Deing now as you 
dught, you leave che State of your former 
Sins juſt as'they were; nor can you hereby 
remove one Jot 4 that Diſiernee 'which 
they have broug' Gop'sGoverhiment, 
ShouldSubjects * dviolentlydethroned 
their Kine 6 afterwards better Con- 
ſcience ſet him up again; will any Man ſay 
that ſach a Monar hath ſtiffered no Dy 
grace: Or that his Reſtoration made him 
ample Amends? No, he ſhould not be im- 
pleaded of Injuſtice, however he miglit be 
of want of Clemency, ſhould he-exercHſe his 
reſtored Power in the PunAment- of ſuch 
Rebels. Preſent Obedience then, however 
ect, would in no wiſe heal the Breaches 
ich old Rebellions have made upon Gap's 
Slory. But farther; 
"Having been undutiful your/elf, have 
du not alſo been the "Occaſion of of diſhonor- 
ng. G0 in the Perſons of tber? Your 
Example, vain Converſatien, light and 
negligent Carriage; have they not hurt the 
Glory of Gop by the Difcountenance they 
Have put upon Religion, and the Encow 
— they have given to Vice? Now 
who or where are they, to whom you have 
| been a Snare in the Days of your wanton 
Forgetfulneſs 'of your er ? * 
25 1 
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know them not. They are even all that 
ever were acquainted with or ſaw yon; at” 
Home, Abroad, in all Companies, you were 
ignorantly patronizing the Cauſe of Rebel - 
hon, At beſt, you can but recollect a few | 
upon whom you have done the Majeſty of 
Gop ſignal Difgrace. Go then, bring tee 
back: Deſperate Project! Some of them 
are no Where to be Found; ſome in uiſtant 
Parts of the Earth; and others depurted, 
dead it may be in their Sins, having left be- 
kind them a Race of evi Doers, and Iniqurty ' 
for an Inheritance toGhildrens Chiluren. Thou 
canſt not but tremble at the Thought. But 
at leaſt recover thoſe to GOD who are ſtill 
alive and ih thee. Intreat with them by 
the Glory of their Gop and'thine, by the 
eternal Worth of their Souls and thy /own : 
Try upon them all the Force of Argument 
and Tears. Alas! ſome would mock, 
ſome would deſpiſe, and fome would diſ- 
ſemble with "thee. It would be no ſmall 
Conqueſt, ſhouldſt thou gain fo much as 
ie. ; 2 
Or confider yet again. Thou waſt a' 
living Infection; thme Acquaintance caught 
Sin of thee, and they conveyed it to others. 
Say, How far will the Plague even yet 
reach? When will it ſtop? Or what Mea- 
tures wilt thou take to prevent the Conta- 
gion from going till farther ? The Re- 
= {flexion 


* 
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flexion. i is enough to make every Heart fail 
while he thus evidently ſees the irreparable 
Diſhonor he hath brought upon Go. 
Syzax now, what Hope haſt thou of 
doing: Gop Right? Wilt thou venture thy 
Soul upon it, that thou haſt made no Breach 
upon the Glory of Gop which thou haſt not, 
or canſt not ſufficiently reſtore ? Wilt thou 
be bold to reſt the Cauſe of thy eternal Ac- 
ceptance with God upon this Plea? Lü will 
anſwer for thee, that thou dareſt not meet 
the righteous Gop in judgment upon ſo 
lame a Confidence. Already thou art ery- 
ing for Mercy; the Lord parden thy Servant 
in this. Thing. But how would thy Cry be 
increaſed, couldſt thou ſee the Diſhonor 
which Sin does to the Majeſty of Heaven, 
as thou wilt aſſuredly ſee it, when thou ſhalt 
ſtand with the aſſembled, World before the 
Judge of Quick and Dead! When thou ſhalt 
behold Gob magnificently” glorifying him- 
* ſelf, upon ſinful Men and Devils for the Diſ- 
honor they have done him! Couldſt thou 
know the Hurt which thy Sins have brought 
upon the Glory of Gop, as thou ſhalt then 
know it, how would thy wounded Soul a 
out for Mercy |! 
Purrixe the matter now upon the molt 
favorable footing ; ſuppoſing you abſolutely 
Jo moſt 1 {ntirely returned to your Allegi- 


ance, you ſee how it muſt fare with * 
| for 
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for the Diſhonour you have done Go, how 
incapable you would be of rendering back 
the Glory you had deprived him of. 
Bur can I make ſuch a Suppolition con- 


returned to God, as one framed again to 
the Temper of a Creature? I know not any 
Power you have in yourſelf to become thus: 
I know your utter Deteſtation of and Aver- 
ſion to it, This leads to 


THe ſecond Thing which you have to get 
over, in orden to your ſettling the Difference 
which Sin hath made between Gop and you; - 
You muſt put on the Diſpoſition: of a fab | 
ture; and this you cannot. Now having 
gained this Point with you already, that 
Sin hath deſtroyed the Image of Gop in 
your Soul, by what was advanced in the 
former Diſcourſe ; I ſhall ſpeak to you as a 
Perſon convinced that he is ſet up for him» 
ſelf and is at Enmity with Gop ; as to one 
who hath found that he lies not to retam - 
Cod in his Knowledge, being turned away 
from him to earthly and carnal Things in Kit | 
the Affections and Choice of his Soul; and 
who conſequently is aſſured of his intire 
Incapacity to enjoy ſpiritual and eternal 
Happineſs, till this ſinful Law in his Members 
be rooted out, and he be brought back to a 
perfect Purity of Heart and the true Spirit 
of. a Creature, 


C5 1 e 


cerning you? Can I addreſs you as a Perſon 


IE 


Webby Av, Somny 
Ive you know all this : But 0 
nut de told, that you had never been ae. 
2 witib ät, had not Go declared it t 
Now that you have been informed of 
dee Mature of Gos and Happineſs, and have 
deen made to foe the Waſte which Fin bath 
made upon your Soul, you can diſcover the 
Conſiſtency of this Reaſoning, and the Need 
you have of being renewed in the Spirit uf 
Mind. But had you been left to yu 
ſelf, you had perhaps never thought of it, 
world not once have ſuſpected che ill State 
vou find yourſelf to be in; poſſibly would 
have known nothing of -Gop at all, no not 
ſo much as that there is any ſuch Being; or 
at'beſt, have ſat down with very confuſed 
Notions of his Perfections. And I leave 
durſelf to determine, how in ſuch Cireum 
ces you muſt have remained altogethet 
exeluded from all Poſſibility of recovering 
the _— of a Creature. You are mdebred 
to a foreign Help, even for thit 
Knowledge of 'G op, yourſelf, and the Ni 
tare of a reaſonable Happineſs. ' 
RI, ſuppoſing you well informes 
— Condition, and of the Need ye 

frame your Heart again to dh 

Temper of a Creature anda Dependent; hol 
will you effect this Change upon yourſelf? 
Tu Word of Go is plamly again 
you. in this Matter: * You cannot tum 

* and prepare yourſelf by your own natur 
4 = Rong 
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ec Strength 0 355 Hear what it ſays. The 
Fleſh is weak (b. The Flies lufteth agamſt the 
Spirit (c): The carnal Mind is againſt 
Cod, and is not ſabjett to the Law uf God, 
neither indeed can be (d) And they that are 
in the Fleſh, catmot pleaſe God. 'So far from 
any ſuch Power of turning to God, that we 
are not ſufficient of 
as of ourſelves (e); ahd that, becauſe 
ginations of Man's Thoughts are only evil con- 
linually (). And what, will you imagine 
that you are able to ſubdue the Power which 
Sin hath 4 in your Soul, and to put on a 
Purity of Heart which will make you every 
way fit to ſve Cod; when he tells you ſo ex- 
prefly, that you are inſufficient to the very 
leaſt Part of it, fo much a8 to deine ur even 
think of it? 

Ok if Gor's Declarations: a0 mot convinoe 


you, at leaſt let your own Obſervations per- 
ſuade you. Have you ever known of heard 
of ſo much as one in all Ages, that was re- 
turned to his Duty with a complete Victory 
over his evil Diſpoſitions warring within 
him ? Hath there been one ſuch fighteous 
Perſon; in the whole World ſo much as 
ne? Where is that Man that liverch and 

neth not (g)? Juſt the contrary; Sin hath 
been ever the Complaint of 'the Godd, and 


(a) Article x. 1) Matt. xxvi, 41; d le) Gal, 
v. 17. (4) Rom, viii, 7 (e) 2 „iii. 5 * 
if) Gen, M. „ 0 2 Mi. 0. 


ourſelves to think any thing 
Ima- 


the 
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the Practice of the Bad. And have there 
been none think you at all Times; Do you 
not verily judge there are many, in the reach 
of your Knowledge, who would be rid of 
Sin, and put on the Diſpoſition of Creatures, 
if they could ? But none have been able, 
Om finally, if you will obſtinately con- 
tend that you are able; that you can at 
your Pleaſure extirpate the Pride, Worldli- 
neſs and Luſt that now. dwell in you, leay- 
ing not any Traces of them in your Heart; 
that 3 can raiſe your Soul to a perfect ſpi- 
ritual Purity, and ſtand in God's Sight 
clean and holy as the Angels of his Preſence: 
S you — — cheriſh this fond Opinion 
your Sufficiency; try your Strength, you 
have no other Concern which equals the 
Moment of this to you, to have a new Heart 
and a right Spirit. Go, root out of your 
Soul the Luſting you find there after Indul- 
gence and Eaſc, that you may be no more 
aſſaulted with vicious Thoughts: Rid your- 
ſelf of all worldly Reſpects that at . 
ſway you; even af all the undue Re 
your Heart pays to Intereſt and Honor, 
to Mens Opinion and Favor. Take down 
the Pride and Deſire of Self- pleaſing, which 
have poſſeſſed themſelves of you, giving Dis 
rection to all your Conduct; 4 together 
with them, baniſh for ever the Troop their 
Attendants, Unbelief, Wilfulneſs, Impa- 
tience, Murmuring, Averſion towards Gop; 
Boaſting, 


Boaſting, Malice, Envy, Hatred, Haugh- 
tinefs, Stubbornneſs, Anger, Reſentment, 
Peeviſhneſs towards Men. Let neither 
Pride nor any of theſe its ugly Iſſue and 
odious Train evermore appear in your Mind: 
And then put on Love of Gop in all your 
Heart, and of Man even as of yourſelf. To 
mention no more, eflay your Strength upon 
theſe : Experience will ſoon tell you, if the 
very Sight of your difficult Undertaking 
hath nat prevailed, that you are not ſufficient 
for theſe Things. By and by, you will join 
the univerſal Cry of Man impotent to Good: 
Miſerable Creature that I am! Who fball de- 
liver me ? by 
Tavs, you may be aſſured that you are 
unable to frame your Heart again to the 
Temper of a Creature. And yet, if this be 
not done, you muſt remain unfit for Gop, 
and incapable of »fappineſs. Miſerable 
Creature indeed ! Sorely beſet with Evils ! A 
Diſhonorer of Gov, and incapable of ren- 
dering back his injured Glory! An Alien 
from == „ in whoſe Preſence bis Life, through 
the Defilement of thy Soul; and yet un- 
able to recover that Purity which can alone 
make thee meet for his Preſence, were he 
diſpoſed to remit to thee all the Demands 
which his forfeited Honor hath upon thee ! 
Miſerable Man ! What will the End of theſe 
Things be? Almoſt I know not how to 
azoravate thy Miſery any more. What _ 
he 
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the End of thefe Things be? Thou Diſhe- 
norer of Gov, thou Slave of Sin, how wilt 
thou eſcape the Wrath to come ? How avert 
that Pumſhment which the Glory of the 
Heavenly Majeſty is concerned to-inflit; 1 
State which the perverſe Wickedneſs of\thy 
Heart makes thee only fit for? Both the 
one and the other, the Difhonor done ef 
thee to God, and the Unfitnefs of thy Soul 
for his Preſence, alarm thee wich Apprehen» 
fions of an everlaſting Condition iſery, 
under the divine Diſpleaſure. And now 
therefore I add, | | 


Thirdly, Ir you will heal the Breach made 
by your Sins between Gop and you, you 
muſt ſatisfy the Demands of his infinite 
Juſtice: But this you cannot any other Way 
than by enduring his Vengeance. You 
know how expreſs and abſolute God's juſ. 
tice is; it claims the laſt Mite, either in 
Obedience or Puniſhment. Curſed be be 


that confirmeth not all the Words of thes Law 
#9 do them (5). The irreverfible Decree of 


God through the Univerſe is, The Wager of 
Fin is Death. In Conſequence of this im- 
moveable Purpoſe of the Almighty, Angels 
have been _— For to de delivered inte 
Chains of Darkneſs te be referved unto Fudg+ 
ment (1). Sinners and Ao of Sm Me 
are, they are unable now for. ever to render 

(3) Deut. xxvii. 26. (5) 2 Pet. ii. 4. 


back 


* 


germ. 2. The Helpleſſneſs of "Wan. 29 
back to God the Glory have deſpoiled 
— of, ever unable wr the —— 


ty of Nature they hare forfeited; they 
—_ for-ever the Objects of Vengeance, 
and are 


forth for 1 Example of Fuſtice. 
And tell me, my Brother, thou and 1heve 
ſtricken Hands wo with Sin; wherewithal ſhall 
we ſatisfy Juſtice, nnd avert a He Suffering 
of Vengeance ? Me have firmed, we have done 
wie keuiy, and we cannot undo what we have 
done. Our Sins that we have committed 
ſtand faſt for-ever, and for- ever are the Ob- 
jects of that infinite Juſtieeand Wrath, which 
doth wet let Sm ge unpuniſbed. We cannot 
avoid e, becauſe we cannot recal our 
Days, and undo the Sin that we have done. 
What thinkeſt thou, didſt thou not forget 
Go, and ſet up to pleaſe thyſelf? This thou 
ownefſt. - But may not what is vc Taid of 
thee, be equally alledged againſt thee ten 
thouſand Ages hence, that chou didft ſin 
againſt 'G ob by this very Forgetfulneſs and 
Apoſtafy from him? That God created the 
Heavens and the Earth, is as true now, = 
will be ſo eternally, as it was on that 
ous Moment when G ſpake the Word 7 
they were made, when he commended and th 
were created. Juſt ſo of thy Sins: No 
and eternally they lie againſt thee, and ever. 
more call for Juſtice and Vengeance. One 
'of del two Things remains, either to undo 


hens 
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what thou haſt done, or to fall under the Indi 
Hand of Juſtice. And ſince thou canſt not zwa 
attempt the one, be aſſured the other wain W The 
Nay, but for any thing thou canſt de to and 
the contrary, thou wilt always continue ſin- 
ful, and therefore not for thy-paſt only, but 
for thy preſent inſtant Iniquity, thou muſt 
de for ever the immediate Object of Juſtice 
and Wrath. The Sinfulneſs of Satan, this 
Moment as much challenges the Juſtice and 
Indignation of Gos, as did his firſt ur in 
Heaven, when his Place was not found any 
more there; and as long as he remains the 
evil Spirit he is, which he will do for-ever, 
the like Continuation of Juſtice- and Dif- 
pleaſure ſhall light upon him, as a pre/ent,. 

as well as an od Apoſtate. | 
 $xx now the Iſſue of the Whole. Gos is 
ready to do himſelf Juſtice upon you, and 
to vindicate his Glory in your eternal Pu- 
niſhment. While you alſo, now and eter- 
nally unable to quit your Sinfulneſs, eter- I 
nally are unfit for his Preſence, and eter- 
nally remain the Object of his immediate 
Juſtice and Vengeance. «4 796.415 1 ep 
Say then, vain Man, where are thy 
Hopes ſunk ? What is become of that con 
fident Boaſting * Which Way canſt thou ſave 
thyſelf? For-ought thou canſt do, thou haſt 
nod other Expectation but Judgment — ferry! 
ndig« 
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[ndignation,, Would Go thou wert well 
aware of this thy deplorable, helpleſs State l 
Then I ſhould 4ring to thee. glad Tidings: in- 
deed, in the Offers of Mercy obtained for 
and propoſed to thee in Jeſus Cbriſt, our only 


Lord and Saviour. a, ein 6465 ag 
AnD truly, as we are never ſo near Glory 
and Immortality, as when we are ſtrug- 
gling with Death, and ſorely beſet in the 
dark and melancholy Paſſage of a departing: 
Hour; ſo it is an awful and importunate 
Concern about the Conſequences of Sin, 
which leads a Man to the Gate of Mercy. 
And you may be ſure; you are never ſo near 
Salvation, as when, through .the Grace of 
- W Gov, finding yourſelf loſt and undone, you. 

Ware well-diſpoſed to throw yourſelf upon 
hf on ERS 1 
I uusr intreat therefore, if you will be 
profited by the Meſſage of Peace I have next 
to offer, that you will be at Pains with your- 
tert ſelf upon all the former Particulars. Inquire: 
er- into the Realityof yourSinfulneſs; and weigh. 
ter- Wattentively the Conſequences of Sin; and caſt 
ate Win your Mind, bow unable you are to reſcue 
- » Wyourſelf out of them. All this let Conſcience: 
thy Hand Reaſon ſpeak ; For I truſt, you have 
heard nothing which is not as conſiſtent with 
ave keaſon, as it is with Scripture. _ | 
ull W Axpo now I will draw this one Conclu 
on, which I will wiſh you to be deeply 

t convinced 


Qu perfect, eternal, and indepentient Being 
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convinced of, from all which hath been a4 
vanced; namely, that © Sin is your'greatd 
* Enemy.” The Conſideration of which 
1 you to greater Seriouſnei Deſi 

the Inquiry I am recommending; F 
whilſt I remark theſe three Points as 
dently riſing out of the Subject, that Si 
(by which I would principally be underſtoo i one 

to mean Man's erecting his Will fas hi 
Guide inſtead of Gop's vere Pleaſur 
this being truly the Root of all other 81 
and that which carries the higheſt Meaſus 
of Guilt in it) difhonours Gop, as the et 
cellent Governor of the World, - deñles h 

Soul of Man, — and brings Mifery with a 
after it ;—T ſhall hope that you will be with 
more ſolemmly to conſider the Conſequene Will 
of Sin, and the Concern you have in them meat 
and alſs that you are: grown diſpleaſed ani whic 
tired with it, and heartily willing to/ be fi dien 
ef ſuch a Monſter and Enemy. None 
Stu ts your greateſt Enemy. Nrre o 
1. Sts difhononrs Gop, as the Go vert ldols 
of the World. We peak not of the Glc 
which Gop hath in Himſeſſ; of that eſſenti 
Honor which he poſſeſfes, as a moſt mighty 


but we ſpeak of the Muniſeſtation of H grou- 
moſt reſpectable Glory of the Godhead ti 
the Submiſſion of his Creatures. Wächters 1 
Gon is obeyed and his Will meets „ ircr 


\ 
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Oppoſition or Back wardneſs in the Soul, but 
the Creature fies with Jey te execute the 
Almighty Command, knowing no other 
Deſire, nor 'wiſhing any other 
than this Service of the moſt High; when 
a Race of Beings, hem GOD hath made, 
do thus wait upon his ſovereign Will with 
one _untverfal, uninterrupted Readineſs of 
Obedience, then Gov is 'known among 
them to be What he is; then the Creator is 
glorified, and the Creature is bleſſed. But 
vhen Sin comes in, this beautiful and lovely 
Order is diſturbed. The Things formed for- 
get their Station, will nat, do not any more 
obey : They Wight their Maker, and paſs on 
with an inſolent 4 of the divine 
Will, to act as they pleaſe, and Gop in the 
which ſhould accrue to him from the Obe- 
dience of his Works is gone; and inſtead ef 
one univerſal Monarch, as muny as there 
are of Creatures, fo many felf-worſhipping 
Idols are ſet up im his Place, Then C. 
in follows and evil Work. Every one 
making his own Will his Gop, will bear ne 
Control. And while from hence, Envyings 
Ind Reſentments, and Hatred and Violence 
grow and ſpread, the Honor of Gop is 
eeply wounded, and his Government ſuf- 
ers Damage, even to Deſolation. In fuck 
Circumſtances, the Glory ef Gop is like 


the 
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the Sun in the Night: It ſhines indeed with — 
its proper and eſſential Brightneſs ; but then - 
it is not /zex; the Face of the World is wo. 
turned away from it. Though Gov ruleth un 
the Earth, his Dominion is covered and un 1 ; 
ſeen through the Darkneſs which Sin h = 
brought vpon it. And, I beſtech you, W * 
how horrid a Thing, that the Creature, the Math 
Subject, the Dependent, ſhould thus roh . 
Son of his Glory | That the Maker ſhould * 
be rejected and diſowned by thoſe very = 
Works which his Hands have made, and ah | 
which he fails not to preſerve: and bleſs] * 
Great Gop l Thou ſeeſt it; daily h 7 
boldeſt this Ungodlineſs, and conſidereſt the 15 
1 we are doing thy awful Majeſty; 
Thou eeſt thyſelf fi ghted, thy dread Com 

mand — and cobeyech, thy glorious 
Name forgotten. Almighty King we-are 
aſhamed, yea even diſtreſſed, f the Di. 


Frace which is 5 1 ** 

he Remembrance of our Rehel He + pb 
us: O when ſhall. we be rid of this 81 
the Anon that hath. done thee this Diſh 

nor 

2. $18 defiles the Soul of Man. Wu 
it not a. deſirable State, that of Innocenct 
and Purity? Was not the Soul of Man! 
lovely Being, when it was ſtored with tho 
Tempers, which can alone endear it to iti 
Creator & While Humility, without Mori 


cart] 
who 
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cart / 
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Motion to Pride; Truſt, void of all Fear; 


with Obedience, without the moſt ſecret Murmur- 
| then ing; Love, intire and unalloyed; while Ho- 
1d OY incl, Righteouſneſs, Truth and Goodneſs; 


while Quietneſs and Peace, all of them 
dwelt there together; while the Soul of Man 
was thus divinely arrayed, was it not lovely? 
Were we not "glorious within? — But Sin 
hath effaced it all, ſcarcely left any Ruins of 


ſo glorious a Fabric. Sin hath propa 
* ly Breed upon us; hath. — 2 
proud and unbelieving, diſobedient and un- 
loving z hath ſtamped us with the Likeneſs 
of the Prince of . Darkneſs; hath drawn 
upon our Souls too near a Reſemblance of 
his Envy and Hatred, his Bitterneſs and 
Malice and Revenge; hath turned us after 
carthly Loves and brutal Joy, with the 
whole Bent of our Inclinations. Sin hath 
done us this irreparable Hurt; hath ruined 
what we were, and mi de us what we are, 
earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh, "averſe from God, 
unfit for Him and Happineſs ; all that is 
within us, ſince Sin entered, laims the 
melancholy Truth. Our Souls were as the 
Garden of Eden, before it: And lo, it hath 
left us a deſolate Wilderneſs, And what, ſhall 
we ſtand upon any Terms of Friendſhi 
with ſuch an Enemy ? Though it loo 
; Wpicaling, and flatter, and ſmile upon us, 
Wand would betray us with Kiſſes we 
not hate the Traitor, and hold it or = ö 
| | | Ore 


bleſs! 
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hut of it. And what is there that can be 

alled Miſery, which or ſee before 

tou, as the eternal Iſſue and Wages of Sit ? 
ro think of the Body's dwelling In Flames | 
zhould you be invited, by ſtrange Curioſity, 
a fee a Criminal burnt at the Stake, your 
zoul would de moved, within you, though 
few Minutes would. put an End to 
ortures. But ſhould you ſee him burnin 
nd-not yet dead, after a whole Day: An 
ould that Day be lengthened to a Weels, 
Month, a Year, to a thouſand Ages, to 
or-ever | Intolerable even to think of it; 
ow then to behold it, but how moſt into- 
erable to ier it | And this but the half, 
rhaps but the Jeſſer half, of Man's eternal 
iſery | For to. think of the Sufferings of 
he Soul; conſummate in all Wickedneſs 
o the fulleſt Meaſure, deſperately bating 
od, and yet lying inſtantly under the 

Frowns: of hi irreconcilably enraged Ma- 
eſty; how ſhall Conſcience ſting it, Rage 
Fnaw it, and Revenge conſume it! How 
tall hopeleſs Grief, impotent Malice, and 
tter Deſpair, burſt forth into ſtrange Com- 


plainings, — Groans, woful Curſes 
and blaſphemons Inſultations, the Language 
of Hell; making the Voice of the Damned 
errible, and filling their dark Chambers 
ith Horror ! And all this with tormenting 
:- Devils, the Outcaſts of Heaven, wreakin 


Wicir inſatiable Malice upon them! O what 
8 
J 
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a Society, Place, Puniſhment, is here! An 
yet all this the Wages of Sin. Ses ther 
what an Enemy this Sin is to us; here and 
for-ever | 1% WM; 
To conclude; 1 ſhall hope, that fug 
eflexions, upon the Diſhonor Sin doth 
God, upon the Defilement it brings upot 
the, Soul, and the Miſery which comes Wit 
and after it, may, by the Divine' Grace, en 
gage your Heart to ſome Diſlike of it: 8 

at while you are ſearching after this mol 
important Concern, the Reality, the Con 
ſequences of your Sins, and your Inſufi 
ciency to ſuccour yourſelf ; you may b. 
diſengaged from that Bias, which the Con 
venience of Sin and Self-flattery are too a 
to give to the Soul; and in the Iſſue, ma 
find yourſelf as earneſt to be rid of Sin, 
from the deplorable Events it hath produce 

Thus diſpoſed, you will be ready to hear thi 
good News of Salvation, in the Ability au 
illingneſs the Redeemer hath to help you 
and will diſcover a becoming Forwardneſs i 

gracious Offen 
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hy berefore mine own Arm brought Salut 


inner Wwe ITAL 
HEN a numerous Hoſt or Angel 
declared the Appearance 


eemer, their Song was, - Glory to God in the 
igbeſt, and on Earth Peace, Good-will towards 
1 Th. But what Songs are thoſe which 
ur ſend forth upon the Remembrance of 
hat glorious Manifeſtation ? What ſuitable 
Rejoicing do we ſhew at this Seaſon ? Is the 
dice heard among us of thoſe, who re- 
ice for Hell ſhut and Heaven opened, for 
Pe ce and Glory promulged eulen World? 


* The Subſtance of this Sermon was preached the 
unday before Chrifmas- day 


10 The 


— gratulation, to 
of the great Things which the Redeemy 


upon with # more than double P 
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The Days now before us, were 2 by 
the Piety of our Anceſtors for I 
were ſeparated, that, with humble * ul ron 
Hearts, we might give ourſelves up to mu- 
one to another 


— — * 4 to think, how the approach. 
ing Holy- days will be ſpent i in this Land; 
how the Body of this People, 28 it were ſet 
looſe and calling off all Reſtraint, are going 
with adetermined Reſoluteneſs into all all Mart 

ner of Debauchery and Riot, as if a Licence 
to Sin upon this Occaſion had been iſſued 
from Heaven; how doth it pierce every 
faithful Heart with Sorrow, .and cover the 
loyal Countenance with Sadneſs! My Bre: 
— what little Spot will be undefiled! 
What Cornerof the Land whereGop will at 


be peculiarly diſhonored, Chrift Porch 
rt1 


Inſalence, and Vice wallow in ma 
neſs? Horrid | tion! But 2 50 
we eſcape? Shall I not hope, that this ſex 
Sonabie V Word will check the Sallies of in 
temperate Mirth among you; and dires 
your Joy into a better Channel than that ani 
drunken Carouſals and abuſed Feaſts ? You 
— muſt be — _— e, if what 

ve heard ready, an at 18 I ay 
2 he advanced, do not gain ſo much as thi 
with you, to be ſober and conſiderate 2 
_ But to yo nearer to the Subheen 
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have thus far prevailed ; if Conſtience 
tonoundces you guilty; and, from u delibe- 
ce Attention to the Conſequences of Sin, 
engeance diſmays you, as a Diſhonorer of 
od's univerſal Government, and as defiled 
d nnfit for his Prefence; having found that 


other Way remains on you! Part to . 
fy God, than by the eternal Suffering of his 
| Indignation, and alfo that your rebel- 
zus Spifit hath taken to it ſoch black and 
alignant Diſpoſitions, as when filled to the 
|| Meaſure, (which'they would neceſſarily 
ow up to, for. any Inclination or Power 
u have to reſtrain them) would leave you 
Wy 2 meet ion for- the accurſed 
utcaſts of Heaven 1 If, with a fair Inquiry, 
ing juſt co your eternal Intereſts, you have 
aghed what hath:been before ſaid; and are 
- ndring at the Immenſity of Ruin which 
n hath introduced, fufpriſed too with the 
A aviction of your on Helpleſſneſs ; my 
ine /oall drop upon yon an the Rain on 
arched Ground, my Speech yball diſtil as the 
Aire v, 65 the ſmall Rain upon the tender Herb, 
ud 4s the Showers upon the Graft, when 1 
% the Name of. tbe. Lerd, ahe Rack of Sal- 
ion, whoſe Mart its proſe (n). Upon a 
poſed Conviction, now in-you, 
your Sinfulneſa, of the Conſequences of 
and of your utter Inability to remove 
ec 0, I proceed to the ; Sw e 
| (m) Deut. xxxii. 2. 2 

D 2 Third 


Le is willing 


of Livine Juſtice ; and all this ho mor 


Might to /et out the Glory 
on meritorious Doings, to bring all 


would have received from the uni 


of Men, again to communicate Himſel 
them? Who is that wondrous Ong, 
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© Third general Propoſition: 
Cbriſ is able to ſucccur you, having 10 
away all theſe fearful : Clroumſtances,' ul 
were ſeen to be the OY of Sin: Aua, wit 
2 
. Firſt, Hz is able to ſuccour you: Fin 
hath fully vindicated and reſtored Geb 
ured Glory. 13 , 02) 7 { 
-. Secondly, HE hath obtained: Power 
renew the Hearts of Men to-their orig 


Purity. 
Thirdly, Hz bath ſatisfied the Den 


dience, even unto Death. k 

Fit, Bur you are ready to ay, N 
he that is ſiſicient for. 50% Things ?. 1 U 
is the Perſon ſo dignified, as by his fig 
of God upon L 
in its native Grandeur and” Splendor ; dy 


Honor to the Divine Government, whi 


Obedience, Loyalty, and Sen hex 
whole Race of Mankind? What is his | 
that he ſhould have Power to prevail 
God to return, and creating ane the 


could undergo the Vengeance and the! 
iſhment, which the Sins of Men deſe 
and amp ſatisfy the ſtriet W 
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tice? Who is he, thus mighty to ſave? 
fer me, ye higheſt rover 24 Arch 
gels, ye Cherubim and Seraphim ; ye can 
ly be his Attendants. Tour kindeſt En- 
2yours had left us without Hope. Tou. 
eſume only to ſtand at a Diſtance, and 
gore the Counſels of divine Wiſdom ; while 
dmiration overſpreads you, aud your Spi- 
ts cry with ſolemn Sentiment: How 
deep thy Knowledge and Wi/dem, O-Gop !. 
how unſearchable thy 7 ts/ how ¾ 
paſt finding out thy Ways Oo 
The Son of God was manifefted, that be 
gt deſtroy the Warks of the Devil (nj; that 
to reſtore that original State, which Sin 
ad overturned; to effect a: Reconciliation 
tween the Creator and the Creature, 
herein the Majeſty and Juſtice of Gop 
"1 ould remain unhurt, and Man brought. 
W Cbedience; and Submiſſion, ſhould live. 
„was manifeſt in the Fleſb, (o, upon this 
portant Reconciliation. The Word, which 
yas in the Beginning with God, and vas God :: 
y whom all T hings were made, and without 
hom was not any Thing made that was made, 
as made Fleſh, and dwelt among us (p). In 
at Fleſh which he had aſſumed, now Gop + 
id Man myſteriouſly united, he was amply 
valified ta reſtore that Glory, to Gop:upon. i 
(*) 1 John iii. 8. (e) 1 Tim. iii. 16, © 
) John i. 1, 3, 14. „ ann $33.1 
| D 3 Farth, 
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Farth, which Sin had ſpoiled him of 
quicken ine Souls.of Men. ſunk under! 
Dominion of Sin, and to-bear 
Inſictions: of Juſtice. And to theſe Eng 
8 21 1 e Death. upon 


kick not: 3 e N 
ok own Nature; but as a/ Man of il 
ſame Nature with you, united to che Dein 
The Man thus free m dll 
of u, gave himſelf a willing Victim to y 
divine Glory, was made q Spectacis to Agi 
and Mn, was lifted up to Shame, ande, 
ſigned his Breath upon a Tree: and . 
with every Circumſtance of Reproach, wid | 
could: poſſibly make Sin 4 infamous 
and put it to Shame. And what Infamy. 
Shame could Sin be brought to in the Pact 
of the World, cqual.with/the'ſacrificing 
the innocent Man that 28'2v6 Yah 
and this Man alſo avowed: tô be the Sen 
Gad, where. over his Name'fhould be heard 
and that by a Death moſt vile and ſlave- like 
Surely hevein Sin ſuffered' Diſgrace indeed 
and the Glory of Gop's Government wa 
fully vindicated.” As in hionan Conſt 
tutions, when ſhaken by the Imſolence #f 
Rebetlion, the Execution of ſome * 
Rebel recovers the Majeſty and F Ll 
Government, and makes Rebellion ſhrint 


in the utmoſt Corners of the Land; ſo much 
more 
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more in the Offering fering up of upon the 
Croſs, the Honor of Gov's ans is 
re-eſtabliſhed; and by Reaſon of the Inno- 
cence and Dignity of the Sacrifice, all the 
Diſgrace Which ch Maty's Sin and Rebellion 
had brought upon it is wiped away. Poſe 
fibly the Evidence of this may not he ſo 
triking but to 1 and humbled 
Minds at : however, when the Day 
of Recompenſe ſhall be revealed, and 
He ſpall ſee the once deſpiſed * eſis, decked 
with Majeſty, and adorned with reſplendent 
Glory, 2 on his Throne to deter- 
mine the everl Condition of Men, it 
will be 1m 7 1 8 queſtion, that by the 
Death of ſuch a One, N hath been given. 
to God in the Higheſt. 

Secondly, H hath obtained Power fo re- 
new the 2 of Men to their original Purity. 
Gop and Man, ſinèe Sin entered into the 
World, were at Variance; and, like = 
after Differences, each of them keeps at 
Diſtance froni the other. Gov withholds 
himſelf from Man, and will have no Con- 
verſe with him, till Satisfaction be made for 
the Diſhonor Sin hath done his Majeſty : 
Man is helpleſs, and alfo ſtubborn, neither 
able nor yilng to renew Communion with 
his Maker, although herein alone he can be 
happy. So that all Communion is cut off 
between Go and his Creature. But now 

D 4. this 


reſtored Gon's Honor, hath prevailed with 
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this great Reconciler, having vindicated and 


God to reviſit, and dwell with, the Soul 
of Men: and having purchaſed the Holy 
Ghoſt, by the kindly Influences thereof can 
ſoften and prepare the Hearts of Men to 


receive Him. For ſuch was the Merit of 


CuRIST's Sacrifice, that while it reſtored 


Glory to God, it again opened the Com. 
munication between Gop and the Spirits of 


Men, that is, it obtained the Gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt for the ſanctifying Mens Hearts 
and Lives, and ſo recovering them to a Fit, 
neſs:for God; 11 plea zſed the Father, that in 
this Man-/bould al 
the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. 87 He was, 
and i is, full of the Holy Ghoſt (5). And hav- 
ing recerved of the Father the Promiſe of the 
oly Ghoſt (. be is able to ſhed it abroad 
u o—_ Mens Hearts, even that /iving Water, 
2 How out of their Belies (u). He is made 
the Channel, through whom the Supply of 
the Spirit comes to us; and that Grace, ſo 
derived unto us, is able to cleanſe and pu- 
rify our Hearts; even as the ſame Holy 
Spirit, of whom he was conceived, kept 
him, in all Reſpects a Man like ourſelves, 
free from all Spot of Sin, We are of ourſelves 
inſufficient to all Good ; but the Spirit, 


() Col. i. 19. (Y) Col. ii. 9. (s) Luke iv. 1. 
00 Accs ii, 33. | (a) Jobn vii. 38. WE 
| | which 


Fulneſs dwell (q); yea all 
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yhich dwelleth in him, and which by Pun- 
1zſe he hath a Right ta beſtow/, can quicken, , 
zur dead Souls, enable us with Strength 
againſt all our Enemies, mortify our rebel - 
ious Pride, earthly: Deze and carnal Luſt- 
zgs, and reſtore us again to a perfect Image 
ff Gov. He futeth over Men a u Reinen 
ind Purifier of Silver, to breathe upon their 
. WHearts with his Spirit, and to kindle a Fire 
ithin them, ng them as Gold and ey | 


hat their Souls may hes offered tnto the 
n Offering! in Righteouſneſs (x). And the, 
race, which he gives, muſt needs be ſuf, | 
icient to all the Purpoſes of our Souls Re-, 
oyery; ſince God worketh: in us both to. will 
and to do. (y) even that Holy. Chef, \30bich 
i bed on us: INN 2 through Feſus e 
ur Lord (2). 3 
WHEREAS chen we are naturally without: 
al ſpiritual Strength, bowed — under 
in, and unable — lift up ourſelves, This 
Jeſus is able to quicken and put Life: into. 
$, feeding us with-the Supply — the ſancti- 
pu · Wing Spirit out of the F ales — which. 
abideth in him. He is between Go and 
us, to convey. to us the Spirit, at his ſole 
Diſpoſal: That as from Adam a ſinful and: 
corrupted, Nature is derived, unto us ; ſo: 
N ſhoule, de the 5 n 


4 3 "(x Tit. Iii. $a , 6 = #5” 6 m_ 1 bank 
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mugicating a contrary und diving: 
of Grace and Haliheſst Hesel Wap 
opened both for Communiion berwebn:G oy 
n n, andifoe our Meabes, thay 
they may be 530 nd fh Gow fe! 
ſende. And the one and the other of these 
is ding to the 'Merit:of his Atonement; 
which at ones vinllirating C obs Hoke 
Fre) nd — OR of Dor 
Part y and of'the 8 
willing © code in — of the Rado: 
citation, . a cveature· ke ani 


Vos . Jud; 2. i 0) 24% 
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che fame Sacrifice; Ea thank 
e Demands" — — 
55 e Jute of GD will de allowed 
proceed upon Principles of unetring* No. 
pticty/ aud Rectitude: Whereby, aw he will 
not fuffer Sm againſt his Majeſty and Go- 
vertiment tothe unpuniſhed, but will cor. 
ret it ah Way ſuitable to his own* Dig 
niry; tothe 22 of 'the Crime; and to 
the Ends of kis Dominion; ſb, when thit 
hath been done, he will be ſatisfied; wil 
heedme gracious, and temit his Indignation. 
Now | whan- we conſider the Perſon, who 
gave Nimfelf x Sacrifice to the Divine en 
1 wel ſhall find; that in his Death = 
ath been ſo fully puniſhed, that; 
ms of nn are abel 


fore 
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fore, even Gop's Juſtice will hinder — 
demanding any more; whilſt alſi it eithen 
could not, or would — be farisfied . 
The Prophet Zechariah, ſpeaking on 
* had _ Awake, O Stward, 


_— ain the Man that i np 
2 ares the of Hoſts : Smite the 
Shepherd, and the Shtep Pal e feattered (a. 
The Application, which our Lord makes of 
the latter Clauſe in this Paſſage, convinces us 
that the former is ſpoken of Himſelf and his 
Sacrifice. Againſt whom then did the Sword. 
of the Lord of Hoſts awake in Vengeance? 
Againſt a Man, foraſmuch as the Children are 
Partakers of Fleſh and Bicad, bumfe If likewiſe 
took Part of the ſame (9: 7% Set 8m 
(c). A Man, that is God's Fellow, in the: 
Beginning with God, and God one with the 
Father (d). Again this Gad mam, the 
e Gob drew out the Sword; he 
d down his Life for the Sheep: 22 he r 
grade 2 Sin- Mering for us (). And in the 
0 WSacrifice of ſuch an one, what — 
aid Sin deſerve, which it did not fuſſer 2 
That did Juſtice demand, which was not 
paid ? What Correction of Iniquity was 
needful to make Goy's Government re- 
Ipectable, and to deter frem violating 4 


(a) Zech. xiii. 7. (4) Heb. ii. 14. 
de) Heb. iv. 15, © (4) Joha x. 30. 
(9) Jobs x. 13. D 6 en 


aud 
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and not amply executed ? Search the Seri 
tures ; there ou ſee abundantly, that 
Sacrifice of this Lamb taketh away the. Sin i 
the Werld (g); that Gop accepteth it, as 4 
Propitiation, an n to him of a ſweet« 
ſmelling Savour (bh); in Conſequence hereof, 
that Chri/? hath the Keys e of Deat and Hell(i); 
and that all Power in Heaven and Earth is 
given to him (4). True then it is that Shy 
Hall not be unpuniſbed; that the Wages of it 
is Death ; has & the Wrath of God is revealtd 
From Heaven a — it. All this is the cer. 
tain, the un able Decree of the Al. 
mighty; nor ſhal one Tittle of it fail. But 
behol the Garden, — the Croſs; conſider 
well the Agony, and the Execution; re- 
member whoſe Cries you hear, and who it 
is that expires; and then ſay, if Sin hath 
not been puniſhed, if Death hath not been 
endured, if the Cup of Wrath hath nat been 
drank even to the very Dregs, if all is not 
finiſhed. For he was not only a Man, whoſe 
Sufferings were full of Bitterneſs, and Pain, 
and Reproach z though this were pitiable: 
Not barely One he was, who was innocent 
of the Crimes for which he ſuffered ; though 
this might juſtly double our Compaſſion: 
But he was a Man, pure in Heart and Life, u 
Adam in the Moment of Creation; he wasalfo 


oh l. b E h. 1 a 
6 . ii. 18. R 0 d. aul. 18. 


One 


* 
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one perſonally united to the Eternal Word. 
Thus innocent, thus dignified, be bore our 
Griefs and carried our Sorrows z was firicken, . 
mitten of God, and affiiied; was waunded for Z 
our Tranſoreſſions, and bruiſed for our Iniquities ; 
his Soul was made an Offering for Sin (I). It 
was his Union with the divine Word, which 
enabled him to endure all the Load of Wrath, 
which Sin had provoked : It was this, which 
made that km a ſufficient Satisfac- 
tion. Thus united, God could neither de- 
mand, nor we deſerve more of Vengeance 
than he could pay. Thus united, he was 
capable of ſuffering; and this Suffering was 
to the full Satisfaction of Divine Juſtice : 
Wherefore alſo he is able to ſave Sinners to the: 
uttermoſt (m). | 
Sar now, upon theſe Views, what Power 
hath not CazisT to ſave? He hath Salva- 
tion to beſtow: For in his Death all the 
Conſequences of Sin are done away. This 
vindicates God's Glory, opens a Way to 
Communion with Gop, and SanRification 
ff our Hearts through the Spirit, and averts 
ie fearful Curſe of God's Wrath. He is 
able to ſuccour us. And he is willing to 
_ 20 us all che Benefits of this valuable 
Bur ſtop, thou ſinful Man, and. conſider 
e Value of thy Soul. He who brbolderh 
(!) Ifa, Hii. 4, 8, 10. (=) Heb. 'vii, 5 
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the Things which art not, "4s if they wore; 
who com) Eternity, and — it 
ea Thought; whe hath the Depth 
of Hell and ws: wth ht of Heaven, and 
Merferes in his Mind t iſery of one and 
the Happineſs of the r —5 kn 
the exact Worth of this World and the next; 
hath ſent his only begotten Son to reſeue 
thee from Deſtruction, and to reſit thy run. 
ous Soul for Glory: What doſt thou read 
of the Value of thy Soul in this his Deal. 
ing? Were a Prophet or am Angel ſent to 
thee of expreſs Meflage from Gop, with # 
Miracle in his Hand did à well-known 
Friend come to thee from the Dead}; it would 
bear no Conviction with it, could a- 
waken no ſuch ſolemn Impreſſion} as 
Condeſcenfion of the Eternal Word'to take 
upon him thy Nature, and therein to make 
Atonement, is ſuited to do. Haſt thou whe 
derſtvod theſe Things ?' Haſt thou learnt the 
Importance of thy Soul, whilſt thou haſt been 
conſidering the Beth One of God manifeſted to 
render Glory to Gup, to raiſe thy defiled 
Nature to Holineſs, and to redeem thet 
from the Curſe? Haſt thou been ſearchin 
after the various Steps of this adorable My 
tery with a trembling Concern ? And hast 
thou felt a glad and fatisfying Joy and Co 
ſolation ſpringing up within thee; and gro 
0g more quick * lively, as the Myſt 


germ. 3. N PraliPand L f Currier. 6 
bath been pafeldings and Cotrriction of me, 
Redeemer's — — _— — 
hath Sarer 
Heart? It is well Suck as>thelt are 0 
mxious Diſtreſſes 1 ; 
gout ; ſuch the awful I With 
which it waits upon the Ri * ne, 
Nigbreom ug. I this Light advances, the 
Soul enlarges its Proſpect; pierces u 
to Gon, and fot ward to Eternity and do wn- 
ward to Hell extends its Views abroad 
upon the miſerable State of Man, intimately 
conſiders irfelf, and is aly engaged in 
Sacrificeof Uhr/ is ſo inſtructive every Ways 
- Wit fo warns us of the horrid Guilt and Dan- 
ger of Sin, of the Excellence of eternal 
Glory, and of the Terrors of Gop's Wrath, 
Wand withal of our own Weakneſs:and: Inſuf- 
* pens — that whoever attends to it with 
— ſhall aſſuredly find the 
| Value of his Soul, and inſenſibly fall ines 
that awakened Frame of Concern: "which the 
poſtle ſo ſt expreſſes, when he bidy 
- hal $ work out cur Salvation" with 'Frer anil 
ing Trenbling (n). 

SAY now, have you thus weighed the 
Bacrifice: of! Chriſt? Hath it taught you, 
ithey to tremble under the'vaſt Import tante 
f your Salvation, or torejolcvin the ae 

37 (p) Philipp, Ras n 
| Ability 
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Ability af the: Rexbemer to ſave you Hear 
3 Reg ee be ben he. 
K 18 make you 
taker of all;theſs; Fruits af his Sacrifice. 
full Hand avails nothing to the Ralief of the 
Neceſſitous, unleſs the Poſſeſſor be able of x 
bountiful Diſpoſition. But the Heart of que 
Redeemer in inlarged, as his Hand iis. 1 
teous. He is as willing to ſave, ad he 
able, Nor ſhall I need 1 et about any long 
Uluſtration of that, which wants Oh 
more than Evidence, That'C r is — 
you ſhould reap the Fruits of h 
requires little Proof, but much Pertuaſiany 
on the Mind. And dere let all his Condeſcen · 
ſions and his Love confirm you, how ready; 
how pleaſed he would de to ſave you, to git 
ou the Peace he hath. purchaſed, the Grace 
he hath tobeſtow, and the Glory he ia in Poi. 
Gen of, — a Man. forego his Eaſt 
and . ugh- Toil and Labory 
endure all. — and run the Riſk'of 
his Life to promote your Welfare, you) 
would be left without all Doubt of his Rea? 
dineſs to ſerve. you. And did the Son ol 
| Gop freely leave the Boſom of his Father; 
and clothe himſelf with your Fleſh; did 
he ſubmit to the Cradle and the Manger, to 
Poverty and Perſecution, to a Life of Labor, 
and a Death of Shame; did he deſterve 06! 
A of all which he underwent, when 
FA malicious 


* 
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Hear Inalicious Enemies accuſed and condemned 
im with Falſhood and and then in: 
r alted him with a cruel Triumph; when 
, /a//e Friends betrayed, and his frail ones 
orlook or denied him; when the Wrath of 
od fell upon him, and the big Grief burſt 
ut at every Pore in Drops of Blood z when 
e was mangled with Whips,.and rent with 
horns, arid deformed with Buffetings, 
nd even then expoſed in mock Grandeur 
| hen ſuch an Object of Pity, he was 
ing oaded with the Crofs, and led through the 
treets, before a gazing, taunting Multi- 
Nude? But what need By mers or wh 
peak of that laſt Scene, which ſurpaſſes ul | 
il this was a free Endurance; he merit 
ot the leaſt Pang, or the leaſt Stripe; he 
8 the Well-beloved of the Father, in whon 
ed was well pleaſid. Or, yet again, Did he 
uit his Love towards you and this Earth * 
dgether ? Is he not gone up 1 the Preſence 
God, to appear for you, 'and ſolicit your 
tereſts? And is not your Soul the daily 
Pee of his Providential Tenderneſs, Care, 
Bounty? Surely, he is willing to give 
ou any thing, all that Salvation you need, 
ould Gop we were as ready to receive It, 
he is to give it! N | 
Bur let his Invitations and Afurances 
ut beyond all Suſpicion his Willingneſs to 
ve you: You cannot doubt, what you 
| have 


\ 
/ 


/ 
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have from —— ow — The Sow of A 

. br tem to fark ſerve that which is ff f 


not not 8 te iv, but to e us; that 


Come tnto me, all r 
7: /ng aud art Hravy- laden, and I un, 


Reft't And that with the moſt winn 
ndocements; wy, Fee is eaſy, and my By 
dens is Bybt (p one 7557 tbh 
come” unto me 5 Hoo by Thus him 
* And how is this h. cious Diſp 
bn gb in the Word of Jia eon 
reg him, He ſbell for of the Travail th 
Soul, — 2 Words which expre 
fach a and Exquiſiteneſs of Aﬀe 
tion, as'to- us feel, that all the Py 
our Redeemer endured, was forgotten an 
loſt in the Satisfaction and Delight he fout 
in duing us Service. | 
"Away then with all thy Fears. The 
art indeed found guilty : Sin hath wet. 
fred thy Son}, Juſtice demands Ven 
and thyown accurſed Wickednefs hath mz 
thee fit for the Place of Wrath: Nor 0 
thou the leaſt Power in tłryſelf to avert il 
dreadful Ruin: But the Mercy of Gov ht 
contrived a Way to vindicate/the Glory 
the Divine Government, to recover tl 
from Sin, and to ward the Curſs from th: 
and this by the Incrnation and Death oft 


_ t Lake xix. 10. 00 Matt. xi. 28. 55. 
e Th. Iv. 1. John vii, 37. 
Eten 
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* Ml ternal Word. Raiſe up thy Head and live :. 
There is no Condemnation i them that are in 
frund in him]; and Sin ſhall not be thy De- 
ſtruction : Only loole unto; him, with an 
affectionate, loyal Heart, with an Heart» 
dig with Deteſtation of Iniquity, which feels 
ſomewhat of thoſe! Wounds which thy Sins 
have given him rr int 
Tuts would lead me to the Furth und? 
concluding Point, namely, What that Faith: 
is, which gains us an Intereſt" in the Bleſs-' 
ings of this Sacrifice, and makes us Shavers! 
of Chriſt's Salvation. > $444 14a (4110) TITEL 
Bur 1 will chuſe to conclude, for the 
preſent, with a pradtical 'Review' of: what 
has already a before us. Conſider 
hyſelf then, whoever chou art, as a Maas, 
reated to ſerve the Pu thy Makers 
Cory; and yet as an infolent Worm; who. 
ait dared to. join thy Fellows in Rebelliom 
zoainſt the Majeſty of Gao! Thou haſt 
Mt off Submi 3 thou haſt loſt all Loy. 
aly of Heart towards thy Heavenly King: 
du haſt affected ladependence, and arro- 
gantly ſet up tobe thy own Maſter. See 
0 it; thong Raſt been dbing thy own Will, 
and taking the Way ef thy own Pleafarek 
de Gifts of Gob-thog dat Turned to thy 
dyn Uſe; and vainly boaſted thyfelf of wh. 
* 24. Was 
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Was but lent thee, The all - preſent Gos 


hath noted thee in the wanton Career of thy br 
Pride and Self-ſufficiency z hath ſeen'him- WM loi 
ſelf forgotten of thee ; bath heard thy ſtub- WM gr 
born — againſt his Diſpenſatiom; of 
hath beheld thee bowing down to the Idols. H 
of Life, Pleaſure, and Intereſt, and Praiſe,; WM +1, 
Ah, how art thou fallen from G0 p. and the 
Hap ineſs! What Wrong haſt thou done +; 
y Gop and thy Soul! The honorable to 
Nas of Gop thou haſt cauſed. to ceaſe th. 
from the Earth; well-pleaſing Innocence Sti 
hath left thy Soul ; thou art become the cor 
Habitation of ugly Monſters hegotten upen I pla 
thee of the, Devil, the World, and - Luſt, che 
Hell bath opened its Mouth, and Waits till au 
thou haſt filled up the Meaſure of thy Ini. up 
quity, to receive "thong Hell, the Place of 1. 
Sin and Vengeance. Go, ird up now thy Wl cri 
Loins, like 4 Man put on Y Might, thou, ſol 
Man of Strength; go ſettle, Gop « 
upon his Throne; give _— back the : Homer « 
ng haſt . deſpoiled him of, that, ; 
his Dominion ſuffer "nothing through Fault W the 
of thee; Riſe up and drive before thee the I z 
Traitors, which dwell in thy Soul, chat 1 oY. 


one ;of thers. may be left; yea, 1 to thee, 
alſo the Image of Gos that he may 0 
Pleaſure in (hy Bop : Secſt- thou not the 
ayenging Sword of Gop. held; ug to. 
thee? Loſe no Lime; | Give. his Juſlice „ 
Fe. tisfaction. 
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tisfaction. Up, beſtir thyſelf; theſe Things | 
are not the Work of a Day. Why doſt thon 
loiter? Art thou not able Is the Taſk tos 
great for thee? What; is that proud Head 
of thine, thou haſt carried ſo igh \againft 
Heaven, brought down ſo ſtrangely, that 
thou dareſt not attempt:thy-Recoyery ; that 
the very Thought confounds ther ? Me- 
thinks, I ſee ther in this Matter reduced 
to the Condition tif an Infant newly born; 
thou lieſt utterly helpleſs, and without 
Strength; unleſs ſome gracious Hand ſuc- 
cour thee, thou canſt but weep and com- 
plain, and periſh. The irreparable Diſhonor 
thou haſt done the err a ag Gon, the 
ſtubborn Dominion which Sin hath gained 
upon thee, the Expectation of deſerved and 
declared Wrath, all fall upon thee together, 
truſh thee to the Duſt, and draw forth the 
ſolemn. Cry from thy Heart, * Undone 
„Man, that I am; e a do 40 be 
« faved Ir "Pod IEG 
HA now, and Lift up thy Head; yet 
there is Hope. God ho loves thee ſtill zhat 
0 hath given bis oxy Son, that thou mayſt 
periſb. All may be well. The Might ty 
—— ſtands between God and t 
Jealous of his Father's Glory, full of Zeal 
to bring in Rebels to Allegiance, he hath 
ſubmitted. to Death ; and all the Merit of 
it, he offers to thee. How extenſive, how 
| tender 


go ThePow and Love of Cnun⁰ν⁰ð germ. 
tender his Love] O my Brother, Whether 
hall we molt rejoice or fear, in the Sight 
of this 'Condeſcenfion ? The Wiſdom; ſhe 
. Juſtice, the Love, manifeſted in the War 
made Fleſh; together with the Intereſt we 
' Goulhis poles vor ken, | Ar eames cork 
mould it 8 our s ! At one cut 
us with Confuſion, fill us with Joy, aul 
inflame us with Gratitude! Let us think th- 
gether of that Gun, with whom we have 
to do. Let us think of that Goodneſs, .a; 
things Wee Patlckce, which eee 
thing ; of that Patience, which waits | 
2 World in Rebellion, while no Might b 
| e ot = inſtant Vengeance; bf 
that Mercy, which facrifices the Lordi of 
Life, to ſave Sinners and Enemies, In 
theſe Reftexions, Admiration of the every. 
way gloriom God cannot but ſeize us; and, 
entring into the awful Sentiments of the Pro- 
phet, we ſhull be ready to cry out; “ N 
« 0 God, thy Thoughts are not as our Thought, 
„ nor thy Ways He. (Y. by phos 
«6 ) out 10 om. But if we | 
— thy Attributes one ny 
, and count of thy Juſtice from what we ſo 
% of thy Goodneſs, and Patience and | 
ae that it is altogether infiniteand incom 
#;henfible; we muſt believe, that thou 
e ſome wondro 


— 


us Vengeance in Store for 
(s) Iſa, Iv. 9. „ern ov 
« Sinners, 
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Sinners. We hear of Flames and Black- 
% of Darkngſs for=ever : But we can no 
4 meaſurt the Size, than wecanfathom 
the Eternity of thofe Torments, thy ex- 
act Juſtice hath appointed be TA oO Sin. 
We cannot but tremble, O G N 

the Apprebenſion of thy fearful ) udg- 
ments, even as little as we can conceive 
of them: And Wo were unto us, unleſs 
thy Mercy were as large as thy Juſtice. 
But, great God! It is as eaſy for thee to 
forgive as to puniſh : And thy Wiſdom - 
hath diſcov a Way, whereby to exer- 
ciſe thy Mercy without injuring thy Juſ- 
tice. Nor can thy Truth fail, more than 
any other of thy adorable Perfections. 
We will dare ek it therefore wich 
humble Confidence, becauſe thou haſt 
ſaid it; we can no more periſh, if we 
return, than we can eſcape, if we perſiſt 
and die in our Jniquities : For thy unal- 
tcrable Truth ſtznds engaged for the one, 
33 much as the other.” Such art thou, 
whoſe Hands we are; in Goodneſs, Pa- 
ence, Fx Mercy, and Truth, my 
er infinite, 


— F EIER 


0 grant us, Heavenly Majeſty 


1% Experience we have 9 'of thy wig 7 
d Patience, to conceive the proben- 


Mm of beth thy, Fuſtice and 5 WS” that 
Ming 
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hing from Sin, «ve may eſcape thy 
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ending our ſolves to Chriſt Jeths iuajk 
herit thy row 3.3 Judgments and Prom 
which, upon the infallible Aſſurance of 


Truth, ar are. * pid up for the Evil and 
2. Good.“ „ 1,0; 
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Faith in CHRIST. 


Jo HN Vi. 37. Tj 0 
Him that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe 
| caft out, $ 


IVE me leave to hope, that amidſt 
the various Concerns which have en- 
aged your Attention ſince we laſt parted,” 
he important one of your Souls Salvation 
ay have had a peculiar Place: That you 
e come hither again deſirous to have 4 
ay of God expounded to you more perfeisy; 
hore perfectly to be informed, how'ye may 
e delivered from your manifold Miſeries, 
ow made Partakers of the ſaving Merits 
f Chriſt's Atonement, Hear what your 
\edeemer. ſaith, Him that cometh to me 1 
uin no wiſe caſt aut. 'You muſt come to 
briſt : If you do yy you have it from his 


. 
. 
— 
F 


own 
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nitive Nature, whith you have no Strength 
n you to recover. If left to yourſelf, you 
nuſt abide under the Dominion of your 
uſts, and at laſt. periſh in deſerved Ven- 
ance, — This - Charge 1 ſuppoſe you to 
low, dro bk ee 9 
Secondly,  CnrnsT is able and wullling is 
ne you, You have heard of the inex- 
reſible Dignity of his Per/on, God mani- 
ed in the 0 (x). His victorious fatis- 
ring;and reconciling Obedience unto Death 6 
ath been ſet forth. You have been ſhewn, 
at he 1s able to ſave them to the uttermoſt 
at come unto God by him (y), amply and 
ernally he is able to ſave you, - At the ſime 
ime his Willingne hath been evidently; 
t before you. I ſuppoſe therefore you are 
ſo fully aſſured, that he hath an all- ſufficient 
bility and Willingneſs to apply his Salva- 
on to. you,—Seeing then you are undone” 
yourſelf ; and ſeeing you are allured he is 
le and willing to fave you; I aſk, © 
Thirdly, HAvE you found" yourſelf" deter. 
id to reſt your Soul upon him? Are you 
.  Wolved to venture all your eterpal In- 
Welts with him? And quitting; all other 
Wnidences, doth your Soul hang upon him: 
all your Hopes? We ſhall be more par- 
ular immediately. For the preſent; hear 
the Scriptures deſcribe this committing 
the Soul unto Chriſt, from a full Perſua- 
(x) 1 Tim. Ui, 16. (y) Heb. vii. 5. 
ax E 2 ſion 


him what is his real Due, Power, Faithful- 
neſs and Mercy. Nor can' you any other 
Way honor the Son, but by an intire Depen- 
dence upon him; wherein you give him 
hat of which he is jealous, and which ig 


ng the alone, all-ſufficient and faithful Re- 
eemer. But, 2 ws 

Fuurthly, Tur you may not be miſtaken, 
jet us be more particular. „ 

1. Wirz an evident Senſe of your Guilt, 
Miſery, and being without Help in your/elf, 
do you come to Chriſt that he may reconcile 
he Father to you; reſolvedly determined 


Seeing an all- ſufficlent Merit in his Death 
nd Righteouſneſs, would you that he ſhould 
ppply it to you, for Gop's forgiving you 
our Sin, and taking you into his Favor? 

and do you diſclaim all other Hope and 
onfidence of obtaining Pardon and Peace 
ich Gop, beſides what the Merit of Chriſt's 


eing aſſured that if you fail of obtaining 
Part in this, you periſh ? Do you thus fee 
0 Chriſt for Refuge from the Stings of a 
uilty Conſcience, the Sight of your own 
ſileneſs, and the Apprehenſion of deſerved 


% Rom. iv. 20. 


glory 


/ 
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Abraham gave Glory to God (d), aſcribing to 


his juſt and proper Right, the Glory of be- 


o leave yourſelf with him for this Purpoſe ? 


\tonement and Righteouſneſs gives you; 


rath? So far it is well. No Fleſh muſt 


\ 
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glary in God's Sight. He that glorieth, m 
[glory in the Lard (e), whoſe Blad clean 
Aram all Sin (/), and who will be known 
| os Name, The Lord our Righteouſneſs (g 
But, eee 
2. Is this your Application tothe Lord Jy 
for Reconciliation with Goo,. accompanie 
with an cqually urgent De/ire, and whit 
you cannot endure you ſhould-not ſeef 
Flled to you, that he will rg/cue you fr 
"the Slavery of Sin and Satan, that he y 
ut a new Heart into you, and reſtore t 
Image of the bleſſed Gop to your Soul? 
other Words, do you approve of Chrif 
2 Maſter and Huſband, as well as a Savia 
deſiring to be his with all the Faithfulneſs; 
a Servant, with all the affectionate Loyal 
of a-Spouſe? Hath the Majeſty, the Lov 
lineſs, the Condeſcenſion of this Redeem 
engaged your Heart to Him, ſo as you 
yourſelf ready and deſirous to leave ya 
Father's Houſe, to be ſubje& to his Din 
tions, to be under his Protection, to.clea 
ſtedfaſtly to him, and every way to off 
and honor him, whatever you may lol 
whatever you may ſuffer? Can you appt 
to your own Breaſt ; and doth that decla 
that in this Manner, without any Refer 
you deſire to be the Follower of C 


(e) 1 Cor. i. 29, 31. vo 1 John ; 4 
(2g) Jer, xxiii. 6. Keke | j | 
, | 6 


SerM, 4. Faith | in CuRTIS Tt. | 79 


valuing him becauſe of that Freedom he 
offers you from Sin, becauſe of that Power 
he would give you of becoming the Servant, 
2s well as the Child of | Gop? If having 
wnd this Pearl of great Price, you are thus 
willing to ſell all that you have to buy it; if: 
you are content and deſirous to take Chriſt's 
Yoke on you; I alk, | 

3- ARE your Prejudicezagaint Chriſt and 
his Word removed, ſo that you come to 
him as the Light of the World, willing that 
he may teach you al} Things that — unlo 
Liſe and Godlineſe? Are — reſolved, that 
in all * his Word ſhall be your Rule; 
that you will not eee en to ny Hane, 


Wot 4. unbelieving He Pleadings 
of your own — 2 to the Cuſtoms of a 


| vicked World, againſt it? and are you 
deſirous that the may lead you 
into all the Truths which are therein ? Are 
vad ready to acknowledge Jeſus to be the 
reereat Prophet that ſhould come into the World, 
Wy meekly ſubmitting yourſelf to the Teach-⸗ 
ing of his Word and Spirit ? Like the con- 
ted Saul, is your Heart prepared for Ac- 
ion, and waiting for Direction; Lord, bat 
wilt thou have me to do (6) / œF.,HJ4 
odo you, that in this Way you come 10 
| * to be juſtified, governed and taught: 
him? But are you fneere in all this? 


(Y Aduix. 6. 


E. 4 Shew 
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ot think that you do this in Sincerity, 
\nleſs the choiceſt Affections of your Heart 
re engaged to him. . To you who believe he 
5 precious (I). And is he become ſo to you? 
both the Dignity of his Perſon command, 
nd his gracious Condeſcenſion conſtrain 
our Love:? Is it a Pleaſure for you to think 
f him in his Life, his Death, his Glory; 
ad is his Name delightful to you? Doth 
grieve you to ſee him daily deſpiſed of Men; 
nd are you rejbiced in the Proſpects of that 
luſtrious Day, when he Hall be revealed 
rom Heaven, with his mighty Angels, in flam- 
Fire taking Vengeance on his Father's Ene- 
ies and his own; when he ſhall come to be 
oified in his Saints, and to be admired in all 
bem that believe (m)? Do you reproach your- 
f with your Sins, and mourn, when you 
onſider how they have pierced him? Do 
du regard yourſelf, and all you have, as 
is Property, the Purchaſe of his Blood? 
nd are you-ready to part with any thing 
1 your him? If you have not been called to it 
e wilready, are you willing to /uffer for his 
Suit ene Sate? Can you be content to part. 
or theWith your - worldly Friendſhips, Reſpect, 
lineWbaracter, Intereſts, for him? Do you 
ithoug n al theſe Things Dung, in compariſon of 
| n! In Sincerity can you make a faithful 
niwer to all theſe Things? Then conſider 


ther, 
01 Pet. ii. 7. (m) 1 Tbeſſ. i. 7, 8, 10. 
E 5 Secondly, 
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. Secondly, You are come to Cbriſt, thi 
he may deliver you from the Power: whi 
Sin hath had over you, leading you into 
new and heavenly Couxſe of Life. 
- what? Hath he done this for you? Are 0 
malie free from Sin, and become the Servant 
| Righteouſneſs (n)? Hath no outward Sin Da 

minion over you? And are you actually 
war with all that Sin which you ſind in yon 
Heart; not obeying it in the Luſts thereof (i 
If you commit Sin; if but one Sin (as far; 
you can ſee) reigns over you in Heart, 
Life; you are not born cf God (p). Anda 
you become a Servant to God, are you hea 
tily about your Father's Buſineſs? Do ye 
exerciſe yourſelf to have a* Conſcience void 
Offence towards God and tewards Man (q) 
Have you your Fruit unto Holineſs, intent upeſpute, 
everlaſting Life, as the End and Scope of #hich 
your Purſuits? All your Pretenſions of co our! 

ing to Cbhriſt, unleſs this be the Iſſue, i 1 
vain: For how reafonably doth he inſii And i 
Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do nue, m 
Things which I fay (r)? You overſet the ve e 
| deſign of his coming, which was to taWcaſor 
Mien from Darkneſs to Light, from the Pu o you 
Satan untoGed (5). You do him the greataWnd /e. 
Diſhonor, making bim the Miniſter of Sin. Nat C 
can you have the leaſt Title to Faith, ui 
(5) Rom. vi. 128. 1 Rom. vi. 12 our J 
| (2) 1 John iii. g. 7) Acts xxiv. 16. 0 

wi Luke vi. 46. () Acts xvi. * 
«A * 
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he G 
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wereth into that within the Vail, whither the 
Pwerunner is for lus. entered (i), ſeeing y 
nd earthly Things, and take up WAR oh 
ent Gratifications,<But if, in Nis Pint 
alſo, you have a cothfortable + Anſwer from 
our own Conſcience, I, have only t to ſuggeſt: 
his farther Inquiry. 
Thirdly, You are come to Obrist, for the 
Direction of his Word and Spirit. And from 
he one, by the Operation of the other of - 
heſe, do Jen this Day toto dfſuredly, ind 
reſt ſatisfied therein; that here 1s none ot ber 
ame under Heaven given among Men whereby, 
e muſt be ſaved (u), but only the Name of bur. 
rd Jeſus Chrift?* Conſequently, do you 
Ake Chriſt's Words (the Holy Scriptures) « 
he Guide of your Feet? Do you not diſ. 
ute, either to believe, or to do, any thing, | | 
hich you find 'in thenr? Do you brin 
jour Principles and your Conduct, 6 the . 
ind to the Teſtimony, to be lifted and! proved , 
nd is this done with a certain Singlenef 4 
ye, meekly deſiring to know what the Vi 
the Lerd is, without regarding, your own _ 
eaſonings, Intereſts, or Inclinations ! Alo, 
o you uſe e a becoming Diligence in hearing 
great nd ſearching the Scriptayes ; Ty in iy 1 WE . 
in. Nhat Chriſt would 7 Bt He Underflanding, 
„ wie you may — Eo 4 kbem: ? A 4 
our Diligence herein fuch as may reafon- 
(:) Heb. vi. 19, * þ * (#) AQs iv. 12. 


ably 


5 : 
. * 
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ably convince you, that you believe tk 
riptures only can make you wiſe unto Saldo. 
tion, and that you deſire to learn from then 
all the Counſel of God concerning you? 
otherwiſe, you cannot be a Diſciple of Chi 
and whatever Knowledge you ,may. hay 
picked up, your Religion is of your it is 
making; nor, however exactly you may thulMlow!! 
of Feſtus Chriſt, have you ever found in yourMtion | 
ſelt a real Want of the ſaving Merit of Maid 
Death and Righteouſneſs, and of the ſanQWBleſi 
fying Influences of his Grace and Spirig. Fi 
Tov may ſee now, that Faith in Jeſus ChrilMwhic 
is no notional Thing, that it doth not conlifMdeepe 
in your merely giving your Aſent to any, ol 1. 
all of the Truths concerning him. If yo how 
are a real Believer in him, there is a daily 
Communication and Intercourſe between the 
Saviour and you. Continually ſenſible d 
your Wants, your Sinfulneſs, your Weak 
neſs, your Ignorance, you come to him; 
not as to one, concerning whom you beliey 
that he lived, and died, and went away int 
Heaven, ſo many years ago, and wid 
whom you have no immediate Buſineſs u 
| tranſact: But as to a living Mediator and 
Interceſſor; under , whoſe Feet God hath ju 


your 
Heart 
tively 
from 
which 
at you 
yourſ 
own 
Domi. 
within 


all Things. and given bim to be Head over i Sirit, 
Things to the Church (x). And he on huh we 
Part as continually, with a provident CarWucls o 


1718 (* Eph, is „% 
| | he | , and 
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and ready Hand, miniſters to you the Sup 

of your Needs ; ſo that you may truly 1 
ou live by bim. Thus you come to him; thus 
you receive out of his Fulneſs, This your 
coming to him, is the Faith in him he ex- 
pets; this your receiving, is the Proof that 
it is ſo.— O labor to enlarge the bleſſed Fel- 
lowſhip!—And to this End, let the Founda+ 
tion upon which this Intercourſe ſtands, be 
laid yet deeper in you—Be ſenſible of the 
"ro which attend you in it. 


Firſt, S Rx R that the Foundation upon 
which this Intercourſe ſtands, be laid yet 
deeper in you. In this View, s: 
1. LABOR to diſcover more evidently, 
how loſt. and undone you are in 2 
Remember: and ſearch out more effectually 
your old Iniquities, and ſee how @ perverted 
ol Heart turned you afide. Conſider more atten- 
tively, how imperfect you now are, and far 
from that Righteouſneſs of Heart and Life, 
which the unſpotted Law of Gop requires 
at your Hands; how little you could ſay for 
oy ourſelf, were Gop to try you upon your 
own Deſervings. Though no Sin — 1 
Dominion, yet ſee how much of it remains : 
Within you; how the Fleſh lufteth againſt the 
Spirit, ſo that you cannot do the Things that 
u would ( y). Conſider alſo the Worthleſs- 
neſs of your Holy Things, your beſt Perfor - 
| (3) Gal. v. K : I: 2. 
mances, 
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mances. In a word, be caſting up day d 
Sum of your Unworthineſs and Vileneſt 
And ſee, what reaſonable Cauſe you haveth 
add to the Account, as you refteR' 
your paſt, and even preſent State, and Con 
duct. It is a growing D iſcovery of the Sik 
neſs of your Soul, that muſt keep you ini 
more lively State and Deſire after er the Reli an A 
which Chi hath to give you. 
2. Br more ſenſible of your De Mei 
Guard againſt Self-. dependence, à ſeaning ty 
your own Righteouſneſs or Strength. Lab 
to diſcover, with ſtronger Evidence, the Un. 
availableneſs of yourpreſent and future goed 
Conduct, to have juſtified you with Go. 
and how, if left to yourſelf, you ſhall nd 
be able to will or do contrary to the Will o 
the Fleſh, but muſt quickly mute Shrpwretl 
of Faith and à good Conſcience. The Advet« 
fary will be aſſailing you upon this Side, and 
endeavouring to puff you up with high 
minded Conceits, as though you had alree 
@fained. Your Buſineſs miſt b be to counter: 
Plot his Devices, by ting down in the leu 
more experimentally perſuaded that 
without Chriſt you can do not hing. 
3. Endeavors to gain more enlarge 


views of the Sn and Fung 
Get we pine f more _—_ = with 


as hs 24 ten of the —_ 
his 2 the Word his maj 
| 2 b, e 100 ) 


— 
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Livelineſs, full of Grace and Truth (2). Be 
more 8 with his Condeſcenſions, 
his Victories and Triumphs. Conſider him 
frequently as gone up to his Glory, inveſted 
ich all Power both in Heaven and Earth (a), 
the Covenant-Head of his Church; a Lord 
mighty to defend, and gracious to govern; 
an Advocate available to-plead; a great and 
merciful High Prieſt to bleſs; a Forerunner, 
a Surety, Conſider him. again and again, 
as the Judge of the Dead and the Living 
and confirm upon your Heart how he will 
aſſuredly come again, with what Power, 
with what Glory, with what Vengeance, 
with what Deliverance. Be more acquainted 
with his eternal Kingdom, his Throne which 
is fer ever and ever. L. abor, in a word, to 
make a full Difcovery, how mighty he is 
to ſave you. And. . 
4. Sek, that your Perſuaſion of his 
Lee and Wiltingneſi, do grow in r 
tion with the Aſſurance you have of his 
Power. Review the Goſpel continually: as 
a Diſpenſation of Afercy and Grace; ſearch · 
ing deeper into the Depths of theſe Expreſ- 
tons. Conſider, how Love was the only 
Cauſe of what our Redeemer hath done for 
us; how Love only conſtrained him, how. 
freely de was ſent, how freely he came into 


(x) John i. 10 (% Matt, xxviil, 18, th 
2 the 


— 
— Pp, e OOO — — — — — — Es 


Verily believing there is nothing he would 
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the World; how be gave his Life a Ranſin 
for many N Endeavour not only that you 
may have no Suſpicion of his Love, but thy 
you may have the utmoſt Confidence in itt 


take ſo ill at your Hands as to ſuſpect hi 
Kindneſs, after the Proofs he hath: giver 
and the Aſſurances he hath made you, of 
his Love. $5 
IA this Way, feeling your Wants, and 
ſenſible of your Helpleflneſs, aſſured of the 
Redeemer's Power, and perſuaded of h 
Love; you ſhall find the Fellowſhip, fo 
happily for you, commenced. between him 
and your Soul, to be enlarged, to the abun- 
dant Eſtabliſhment of your Ways and your 
Peace, and to the Honor and Praiſe of his 
ſaving Grace. ee 

Secondly. AND to quicken you in all theſ 
Things; alſo, Be ſenſible of the Bleſſings 
that attend you, in this Intercourſe and 
Fellowſhip with the Son of Gob. 

And theſe are no leſs, than a Part in all the 
7 of God which in Chriſt Jeſus are yes 
and Amen (c); and all of them yours, ſeeing 
you are Chrift's, not only by Purchaſe, but 
alſo by that vital Surrender you have made 
of your whole Self unto him, — Forgiveneſs 
of Sins— The Adoption of a Child—A nev 
and Child-like Diſpoſition of Soul The 


(5) Matt. xx. 28, (ce) a Cor. L. 20. dai) 
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uly Care of the Redeemer—A delightful 
elowſhip with the Faithful—A thankful 
njoyment of Gop's Creatures—And a Hope 
f of Immortality—are the Bleſſings which 
ou enjoy in this new State to which you 
e admitted. . | 

I, 1. Forgiveneſs of Sins. I write to you 
th Children, faith the beloved Diſciple, 
cauſe your Sins are forgiven you for bis Names 
ate (d). Hear, thou little Child, that haſt 
und thyſelf hopeleſs and hel leſs as an In- 
nt, that art come to the everla ng Father, 


p, ſo d haſt caſt all thy Cares 1 , thy Sins 
inWe /0rg1ven - thee an his Nime's 8 me's Sake, Say 


ey are many, 1 e vated; — — 
ſcarlet Dye, an mſon ; yet th 
e purged away by 2 hav Sake, 2 4 
it Cloud they black and threatnin 
er thee, and [keys * thee the Light o 
Jeaven : But now they are blotted out, as a 
loud which the Wind hath carried away, 
d thy. Gop remembreth them not, as if they 
cre caſt into the Depths of the Sea, For 
ere is no Condemnation to them which are in 
brit Fe eſus, 705 walk not after the Fleſh but 
Spirit (e). To thee there is no Con= 
os, for thou walkeſt after the Spirit, 
jou art ſpiritually-minded, led by the Spirit. 
o Condemnation, by Reaſon: of thy paſt 
ns and preſent Infirmities ; the Wrath of 
(4) 1 John li. 18. (e) Rom. vIli. 1, 0 
OD 
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f Sat :vithout denying 7e/us to be the Son of God, 
mitted (ccing he evidently calls you his Brother. 
forginalil so Gop had ſaid, Come out from among them, 
to wh and be ye ſeparate, faith the Lord, and touch 
O jolt the unclean Thing; and I will receive you, 
Sing, and will be a Father unto you, and ye ſhall be m 
Hul Sons and Daughters, ſaith the Lord Almighty (I). 
or th i sce, to what an Honor thou art advanced, 
ery thou Son of the Duſt, thou ſinful Worm, 
{ JacolMthou once Heir of Hell; to be the Child of 
che Lord Almaghty, And as a Child, he doth 
Tho and will treat thee; Lide as a Father pitieth 
"nigh Wikis Children, ſo the Lord pitieth thee (m); he 
Goal will /pare thee as. a man ſpareth his own Son - 
Strang lat ſerveth bim 25 he will corre# thee in 
with Love, even as a Father the Son in whom he 
). Fl delighteth (o). Go 1 of Princes, 


Ru be aſhamed of your. Honors; the Servant of 
be livgpot ſtoop to your Dignity, in exchange for 
Pri his own, He hath a Father in Heaven, to 
eſcenFvhom he can come with Boldnefs, u 


\ greatF'hom he can "ſecurely depend, a Father 
r the@$'mighty and moſt merciful. Behold, what 
Po anner of Love the Father hath beftlowed upon 
my lat we ſhould be called the Sons of God (). 

. 4 new and Child-lthe Diſpofition of 
Ks. ou, To have efcaped the Corruption that 
elation in {te World through Luſt, to be Partaker 


3. (!) 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. * (m) Pal. eiii. 13, 
n A. N (») Malachi iii. 17, (e) Prov. iii. 12. 


with 7) 1 John iii. 1. 


of 
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of a Divine Nature (q), to walk with God o; Wvenc 
dear Child, are Bleſſings which cannot be e 
lued by the Children of this World; hid God 
cannot be valued, as they deſerve, by thi"! 2 
"Children of Light. What, is it nothing is tl 
you, ye Believers, that, once dead in Tr 
paſſes, in Sins, Sin hath now no longer I his 
minion over you? That alienated from the Lead 
of God, as ye naturally are, yea poſſeſſed Hl tc 
that carnal Mind which is Enmity againſt Our!) 
ye now find yourſelves renewed in the Spin, © 
of your Minds (7), changed into the Image Mith ! 
le Lord, and that from Glory to Glory, ciflleſs, © 
as by the Spirit of the Lord () That ye hace f 
received the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we i ¶toge 
Abba Father (t), not a Slave-like, but Nou a 
Child-like Diſpoſition towards Gov ; et Ac 
Seal of your Adoption, the Earneſt of nidſt 
Inheritance? Reflecting upon what you wen gg W 
and what you are, and what lies before yold F 
are theſe Things nothing to you? Let ye, 
thankful Hearts be Witneſs. True, yoſhy 1r 
have ſold all to buy Chrif : But what hat t. 
ye gained already? Ve cannot repent of, yſﬀ" | 
cannot but rejoice with Joy unſpeakable (ructn 
the Purchaſe ye have made! ett n 
4. The daily Care of the Redeemer. Hume, 
ing loved his own, he loved them unto u pe 
end (u). What, to Death only? Did Deal * 
| | 1 ; ath pa 
2 Pet. i. 4. r) Eph. iv. 23. 
| 9 2 Cor. fi 18. = — wü. 5. =) H 
() John xiii. 1. 3 
. 5 quem 
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vench his Love? He aſcended ah en high to 
ive Gifts for Men, to appear in the Preſence 


whidl God /or us (x). His Love for his People 
by ill never end; neither pray 1 for theſe alone 
ing is then Diſciples) but for them alſo which 
„ / believe in me through their Word (5). 
rer his is his continual Interceſſion for us. 


cad in his Hiſtory the tender Concern he 
t towards his Followers; and in your 


Wourly Needs, the like Love he bears to you. 
e Spin, thou believing Soul, why chargeable 
mage ith ſo many Sins and ſo much Unworthi- - 


eſs, do not the Terrors of a guilty Conſci- 


\ 
* ce follow and diſmay thee? Why, though 
y we together weak, and ftill inclined to Evil as 
but Wou art, do not Sin and Satan every Hour 
o; Met Advantage of thee? Whence is it, that 
of ol idſt all the Temptations, which a beguil- 


g World preſents continually to thy Eyes 
nd Heart, thou art not ſeduced from the 


Tre yot | 
et 2 lope ſet before thee? How comes it that 
ie, yolſ'y Trials are ſo proportioned tothy Strength, 


at thou always findeſt a Way to eſcape ? 
ho provides for thee thoſe awakening, in- 
W'uctive Providences and Means thou daily 
oſt meet with? And who, at the ſame 
ime, thoſe ſecret and ſuitable Suggeſtions 
ou perceiveſt to riſe within thee? Sit down 
the Cloſe of the Day, and review what 
ath paſt init; what thou haſt gone through; 

(a) Heb, ix. 24+ O) John xvit. 20. 
how 
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how. thou haſt been protected, ſupported 
bleſſed; and thy very Soul will be file 
with Admiration of that loving Care, which 
the great Head of the Church exerciſes to 
wards thee; thy Heart will grow big vit 
Thankfulneſs and Praiſe; thou wilt be want 
ing ſome pious Friend, with whom to con 
municate the Overflowings of thy Joy, tt 
declare what the Lord bath done for thy Soul. 
g. A delightful Fellowſhip with the Faith 
ful. I ſpeak. not of the various Way 
wherein the true Members of Chrif do com 
municate to. and with one another, nor d 
that excellent Charity which enlarges all thei 
Hearts, and inſpires them with. all Rez 
dineſs to this Communion : But I ſpeak 
the Delight that accompanies it. The re(W*2tu: 
of the World, having no common Head 
nor ſatisfying Hope, live hateful unto, ani 
hating one another. O the uncomfortabliif 
State, where Hatred, Variance, EmulationP*con 
Strife and Envy, rage in every Breaſt! Bu 
the Company of the Faithful live togethe 
in Love, Foy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Genllt 
neſs, Goodneſs, Faith, WMeekneſs, For wü der te 
all their Intereſts. are one; their EnemieW*velt 
their Warfare, their Dangers, their Feat wi 
their Hope, their Head, their Spirit, thek 
Crown, their Kingdom, one: All alik 
Members of Chriſt, Children of God, and Hi 
of the Promiſes, With ſuch as * Jose 
8 ve 


* fince thou haſt known the Lord Fefus : 
:rtaker of their faithful Admonitions, ten- 
r Conſolations,: and affectionate Prayers. 
ad didſt thou ever know before, what So- 
ty, what F yay av ? Now thou canſt 
ly ay, Al my Delight: is with the Saints 
tt are in the Earth'(z); Behvld how good 
| joyful a Thi 1 15 * Bretbren to Aeli 


her in 1 

6, 4 thankful "Lnjojment of all God's 
zatures, It is written, n Gop had 
ed the Creation of the Heavens and the 
, that be '//aw every Thing that be 15 
, and bebold; it was v 2 29005 (3). 

e manner, ſince a Wale hath bern 
athed into thy thou ſeeſt all the 
atures of Gor, Is they are very 
e Conveniencies, the Comforts o this 
e. Houſes, Friends, Food, Raiment, 
ry Thing god. Gop's various Proviſion. 
become atiefying': Content ſits upon thy 
rt: Gratitude rifes upon thy Breaſt; 
le all is ſanctiſed to thee, by the Word of 
fand Prayer (c). This may ſeem a light. 
ter to the diſcontented World; but thou 
ivelt all as the Gifts of Gov for Jeſus 
e, with whom he freely giveth. all theſe 
ys, This ſweetens them all, that in 
ik 7/5 thou art reinſtated 1 into a Right 


(z) Pal, xvi. MT Pfal. cxxxiii. 1. 
(6) Gen. i. * (c)'1 Tim. iv. 5. 


% 
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in them. And ſay, if, while thou regard, 
them as ſo many Tokens of the Love of 
Father, they are not inexpreſſibly delight 
ful; and do not build up in thee a reviyi 
and high Expectation of thoſe Bountiq 
which are ſtored up for his Children in 

everlaſting World? Thus every thing ca 
tributes to render the Believer bleſſed: A 


it 


» while he knows himſelf unworthy of 864 
' leaſt of all God's Mercies, the very leaf WI”) 
ties of Heaven draw out well-pleaſed MO 


ſentments of Praiſe, and miniſter Comp 
cency and Happineſs, -But why ſtop I up 
theſe meaner Things? Forgive -me, thi 
Heir of Glory, that thou haſt been detang 
thus from the refreſhing Views of thy He 
venly Inheritance. a2 

7. A Hope full of Immortality. To re 
to thee the Scripture-Deſcriptions of 
Joys above, were but to tranſcribe th 
which, with deepeſt Impreſſion, is gray 
upon thy Heart. There Faith hath paint 
them in the moſt lively Characters; 
Hope glows with inextinguiſhable Ari 
for the Enjoyment of them. A Hope w 
is an Anchor of the Soul both ſure and fed 
(d), amidit all the various Calamities of L 
A Hope that maketh nat aſbamed (e) of wh 
ever Reproaches, or Sufferings, A Ht 
that purifieth even as God is pure (F). A bl 


b. 1. s o 9 s YI 
yy" li 3. * 


MM un 
er int 
Or- 
now 
end 
nden 
vide 


(g) 
(4) jt 
vB 
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Wi Hope, that för ib, Glory! of Sun, 
rith 1 — oletng';i while with bol 
Wing Hope, thou lockeſt Forward'to the ever- 
ing N nge 
p Within thee wyſpratable and: full of Glory, 
\nd if to /b Land'befſors abus, be d Souree 
f fo much Joy, how then the Paſſeſſion of 
| To enter into the new Feruſalem, to ſee 
od as he 1s (g), to be for ever with the Lord 
), to be faſhioned like unto his glorious 
day (i), to be preſented without Spot or 
rinkle, holy and without Blemiſh (4), to taſte 
ff and feed upon thoſe full Joys and raviſh- 
ng Pleaſures which are to he had at the right 
and of Gop for evermore : Lo, this is thy 
nheritance, thou Believer! But what the 
zum of this glorious Inheritance, no earthly 
ongue can expreſs, no mortal Heart con- 
eive. Vet whatever it be, it is thine; the 
ift of Gop to thee in Jeſus Chriſt : For his 
ill is, that they whom the Father hath given 
um may be with him where he is (I), may en- 
er into the Foy of their Lord. . 
Ar Orr:x reckon over with thankful Ac- 
W1owledgment, theſe Bleſſings which at- 
ad thee in thy Fellowſhip with Chrift : 
ndeavour daily to get a clearer and clearer 


vidence of thy Intereſt in them. Hereby, 


(6) 1 John4il. 3. ; b) 1 Theſ. iv. 17, 
( Wil. its #4» 0 Eph. v. 37. . 


i) Johß XVII. 244 


. 


thy 


. a germ 


thy Love of vs ſhall increaſe; that Ly 
Wall draw thee ſtill — Top 


whence. thou ſhalt. 1 5 
=, 


and Conſolation: to A 1nſpire 
Soul, to the Increaſe of xe 
Glory, and of thy Peace and 


4 „bi: „ Jon HC] HOP 
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any Man bs in Chrif, bein 8 new Crate, 


T was made too ſad! evident 4 in the Art 
of theſe Diſcourſes, that Sin had deform- 
che Soul of — ruined the Image of 
Neo ſtam pon us, and bad ſeg us in 
Ich a State of Ajjenation from God, that, 

While he was forgotten and ſlighted by us, 
aving no manner of Influence or Rule in 
carts, we were found to be intent 
on carnal Gratifications and earthly Pur- 


ts, and affecting gt all things Self. 
eand Self. leaſing. T he miſerable Bond · 
end tremendous Danger of this Condi 

, the true Believer hath been made ac- 


intel with. He hath been led to Nur 
F 3. for 
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for Deliverance ; and, to his inexpreſſib 
Conſolatien, he finds; that 'Chrift*tath fs 
him free; that this mighty Redeemer hath 
heard his Suit, and renewed a right Sorrif 
within him ; ; that he dwelleth, in his Hear, 

and liveth in him; and that he in addud 
joined to the Lord, having the ſame Mind 
Temper, Courſe, and Way of Conduct i 
him, which was alſe in Chriſt'Feſus. Ne 
this intire and wonderful Change, hi 
Chriſt brings about by his Grace in th 
Hearts of thoſe that humbly come to him 
is by St. Paul termed, with great Propriet 
a new Creature ſeeing herein a Man is{ 
faſhioned and formed again, that he is quit 
mother Sort of a Thing, from what he's 
before. This is the ured and infalli 
Event of Union with Chriſt; for if « a1 
be in Chriſt, he is. a' new-Creature,. Nor q 
any thing vai without it, xt gl Circus 
ciſion or L. l No, manger of, g 
. ternal Privileges, or, Services, bat the, 
"Creature only. It is indeed the main 
of Chriſt's coming dowy. from, Heaven 
Pardon purchaſed and affered tous, of Chri 
Dominion —— and of, his. Miſſion of 
Spirit, and of Faith felt... This js the, 


End of the Whole, * being Partaken; 
2 new 10 3 a andere 
comering Purit zart, we may % 
and at laſt fully "jy him, I. woulds 
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this new Creature, the Work of Chriſ in us, 
or the Power which the humble Soul (the 
perſon brought to the teachable, abaſed, 


and manageable Diſpoſition of a little Child) * 
hath obtained, to: turn from Sin unto Gop, 


5 * by Means of Faith. Whether ve conſider 
| Cori living in his Members, or whether we 
aMcoolider the Deſires of a 'traly humbled” 

No uind, this new. Creatufe is the Completion: 
which of ſuch Deſires, the Life of ſuch a. Member; 


Wand is at once the great Evidence of our 
Union ny — and of the Sinoetegof 
pur Faith N SOL: of 
1 HALL: &@ on e to the Io 
main Point above Jaid. down; which i is, the: 
efeription of the. new ſareature. e 
Bur 1. cannot enter upon this Matter, fo 
baftily,. as not to beg one Moment; that I 


iy previouſiy engage your 4 ttention to t. 


ou are about, every. one ot you, 'u0- be! 
rought to a Trial/by- the: Warg-of don 
it the Bar of your own Conſcicnoes robes 
ber-ye br in Chriſty: or not; that is; anhet het 
od be, this Day, 
enger; whether. ye: belong to Chez, lor 
delia ; whether, vetiatuhethonind the 
= — Heaven, 5 | 
nd wch an;Tfiquiry, one cannotbu ji 
nult awaken, eren ar eee, — 
ruly, it is no. light Ehing, either 
r 881 to, be, in Chriſt. , Ja. ba 1 


1 Father; or 721 : 


— 2 


F 3 Hear, 
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Hear, how our Apoſtle triumph _ Nleſ. 
ſedneiſs of ſuch a State! All t/inge ar 
whether Paul, or Apollos, pps. ry ar ile 
Mori, or Life, or Death, at, Things prgent 
r 7 hings to:come; all arg yaers, if ye an 
ChrifFs (mj. Not te be. in Cris Hoy 
doth all, more than conceivable, Misery 
tand-procleimed againſt, fuch a Condition; 
in. that one awful Word, He that believeil 
not ihe bn, ſpall not fee Life; but the Hine 
of. God abideib on him (n . 

1 Av -QuesrI0N of ſuch Moment as thi 
warns you, to lay aſide vain Curiofity, and 
decatful Excuſes, and all Application to 
others, of what you ſhall hear; and to put 
on Meekneſs of Spirit, and the Diſcernment 
of age He, with an heedful Attention: 
It calls upon me, to addreſs you with Can. 
tian and\Freedom, that 1 may neither -go 
beyond, or fall ſhort of the Truth, i 
this tion of the New Creature. May 
God be with. us herein, both one and ano 
ther; that neither our Preaching, nor you 
Faith, may be found van? 
. Tmat you er with me the more 
| rexdity into this i. Deferipti ption, 1 ſhall lay 
fore you the Phan upon which I intend u 
raccech, and the particular Viem I an 
2 before me, while 1 ſhall be defending 
the Charamer of the new Creature. 
1 Co i 23, 3. 0 ann 
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Js to the Plum it is this. 

- Fixh, To let you into the Watvre of the 
Charaer, from a gener al Account of 3 itz nd 
then, a 

Secondly, To go through 2 Survey of this 
Character, in the ſoveral Branches of it: And 
this—by laying open his Soul to you, in an 
Illuſtration of the Apprehenſions of his Under. 
anding, the Choice of bis ill and the Em 
erciſe of bis Aﬀettions, 

Thirdly, 1 wiLL repreſent to you the Een 

eſions and Workings of ſuch a renewed Soul, 
in his Thoughts, Words and ' Aftions, whether 
they regard what he dbth 1 not ao, or what $4 
doth. 

As to 2 views 1 have with me, they 
re theſe ; principally 4 ++ an Account of 
the new Creature : Sec y; to' ſhew the 
Oppoſition there is between hi Churicte⸗ 
1 that of the care imer: Cullatiralh 

Wto urideceive the f Profeſer In Purſuſt 

Hof which Scheme, i ſhalÞ Make it my bitſi> 
neſs; as J go along deſcribirig the nee Crea- 
ure, to ſet the nathæal Man over- againſt it; 
and alſo carefully to mark the D fference, 
where - ever the formal Prefeſſr, who is indeed 
altogether unrenewed, (as he will find by 
the t two Characters to be drawn up of the 
ne Man and the ok) ſeems to carry a Re- 
ſemblance of the 'new' Credtitre.—And in all 
tas, my Deſign is to be as practical 28 poſe 


4 * 
142 * 
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às Only a juſt Eſtimation of ' ourſelves, aud 
that we muſt avoid; our Intereſts and du 
the new Creature, putting every Thing upos 


- . Place this juſt Eſtimation of Things, thi 
Walk. So our Lonp places it, you kno 


fable ; and therefore I purpoſt to lead FOu 
into all theft Points, in away of Hug); 77 
wishing, that while yon are mage de kn: 7 
what the aero Creature is, you may take the £9! 
Matter to yourſelf, and examine if you have, ten. 
OF havei not a Title to that Charadter,_ 4 Sin 
1: PHE: #irft; Thing. I have to do is, to lu Cro 
vou. into the Nature of the new Creature! and 


( baracter, from a general Account of it: Bui 

Ax p here I will repreſent him to you, tion 
as'0ne—whoſe Eyes are opened to a right {M29 n 
_ of himſelf and all Things, or whois | 
humble;—whoſe:main, Baſineſs in Life is the pirit 
Care ot his Soul;—who is ready to this {ph 
ritual Work ;—and, whohungers for Growth 


in W. rr 1,547" 97S: Nin 1 gl 
. His Eyes-are opened io à right Senſe fl. 
hm;/elf and all Things; or, be is humble. | 


of the other Things, with which we are cog- 
cerned, that tan ſhew us our Friends and 
our Enemies; the Path we muſt take, and 


Dangers. This is what leads the Way will 


its right Footing, and keeping a Man's Fad 
directly ſet towards Gop.:,,And therefore 


Humility, in the Front of the new Crea. 


as the introductory Grace, in his Serml 
SET : Wy.  wpol 


2 * 


him to. ſce withal, that Gon's Mercy is ius, 
nite, that % the Sou of Gop is the Mel 


Noms of his; whi 


| H6:i es the- Jagſt F all God's Mercies ; and 
. ceives the very leaſt Blefling with Thankful 


or Influence; he conſiders. it is-a Truſt, tt 


le feels Vanity and. Inſufficiency.in eva 
' Abundance of fubſtantial Bliſs, which. Id 
cannot now :comprehend, in the World 


 wakeful and mighty Adverſarieg, withot 
and continually in Danger of being bet 


25e - Inne 
8 © * 
* as 
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enger of unbounded. Peace and Love, and 
leaning vpon that mereiful Loving-kiadaeh 
he hath leaant to 2 for thoſe Tranſgreb 
made: fuck a Contrivance 
of ſaſſering Goadneſs needful, and to app) 
thereto with an Heart full of ſelf-loath 
Sorrow; — He hath learnt to ſee hinj( 


efore he is in a Way, wherein be re 


e 


neſs and Acknowledgment, and parts with 
it again, when Gopeſces fit, without Mu 
* 


3.2 Way, wherein he quiethy ben 


the Vidzations of Goo's Hand, and patient. 


Maits for the Gifts of Providence and Grice, 
Whateverhehath of Endowment, Wealth 


be uſed for the Intereſts of God, and th — 
Welfare of Man. — Of a lowly Mind, he idle 
apt ta eſteem others better than himſelf"... | 


eanthly Thing; but knows, that there is 


through L 
10 Glory, he finds himſelf ſadly beſet will 


by a treacherous Heart within; he percent 
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vinſelf Without all Skill to obſerye and 
Strength to oppoſe, the one and the ober 
and Experience hath told him, that Re- 
be over- powered unleſs he be divinely fag: 
ported. In a word, he finds Kirhſetf 4 Aff 
ful Creature; (and none he finds worſe than 
himſelf ; a poor ketplefs Creature eaſt upon 
Mercy, and whoſe main Brfincts 1 is, by by Gevw's 
Help, to get outof Sin and abovr this Hd 
Aud bo work out Salvation, the eternal Stars 
xf Holineſs and app iges. 
Tuis is what I mean by Humility, This 
s ſeeing with clear Eyes, and making a right 
Eſtimation an nt & alk Things: 
zuck even thus the new Creature thinks a 
letermines Cf himſelf. Ne regards Rigrftif, 
g Sinner deferving' Deutk, whom 
IMly ſuffers to Ide and hope. Her 
imſelf as a Creature fubject to GO «Gow 
ernment, and as a Sinner in need of and 
able to His Corrections. With alf Obedi- 
nee, he would ſubmit to Goss Rule with 
WW Patience and Thankfulweſs; he wavle 
7H = . — chat lie _ 
nd is, he rds as Gor's' Property, 
d be employed to his Glory: He regards 
leaven ag 4 ; Treafbre indeed: the 
f Time, as 2 2 the * the 
ſorld, and the „ a8 kis AUverfurles, 
pp poſing his Entrauce into Life; * He walks” 
ward, impreſſed with a needful Fear, in- 
; 7M 6 * Cucum- 
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| Gircumſtagces of ſo —— 1 ſo 
much Importance, as he plainly fees his ar 

While: in (the, Body. —If you can ſay — 

This is the Sight and Senſe L have of my; 
*5: felf, and of the Things preſent and ter, 

A nal;” I may not withhold from you th 

Truth and the Bleſſedneſs of your State, 

. You are aſſuredly a; ney Creature. This] 

| ſhall quickly help yon to prove, if you dg 

vpon ſure Grounds, apply this Humility to 
yourſelf, when I ſhall come to ſpeak of the 
remaining Parts of this general Deſcription, 

Tux careleſs Sinner is the very contrary 

of all this; and, I fear, à Character too fre 

= to be met with. He hath bis Eye 
ea „ (0 


tualand eternal Things. He may know 
that God made him; but he lives intireh 
at his own Will and Pleaſure, He hath na 

the lenſt Thought of the Diſhonor he is dt 
ing ta his Miker ; and very little Reflezigh 
he;makes, of the Danger himſelf is in, ax 
af $he- Wrath which, hangs over him, H 
ig move inſerifible to Gop's: Goodneſs, - t bew i 
he is to his Juſtice ; and leaves God, Gg 

and Eternity, far above out of hie Sight. 
cartth: for none of, theſe Things; he is a 
' of he World. What he hath, he reckon 
his dyn; por, inquiring who gave it bin 
_ doth he once ãmagine that he is but a Sev 
Ad. Read he Is to ſwell and triomf 


* - 
„„ 3, [ 
10 upCc 


* 
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derm. §. The Behever a new Oreature. 109 
pon every thing, wherein he ſeometh to 
Unſeift to — others ; and themore abun- 
dant his Wealth, Knowledge;or, Power is, 
the larger his Vanity. As he is unthankful 
for what Gop beſtows upon him; ſo he muſt 
have no ' Croſs in his Way: He frets, and 
galls himſelf under corxectivę Diſpenſations; 
and doth 7 1 but murmur, and lie in 
lapatience,, e ſee the End of his Af- 
fiction. | He (þath-. not the ſmalleſt Appre · 
benſion that che World is his Enemy, all 
is Views lying on- this Side the Grave, Give 
im his Heart's content in the Indulgence 
f his Body, and of his worldly P cts, 
and let him |withal 1 5 by. Tumour, he 
eſires no more: — ing. down 
ime, very q ” = part 
much at ha if there were no 
ch na Death, nor — . — 
Bur here the Formal FULL 
vill be thank is not, as this May, 
I will beplesdbag bis Freedora from harm- 
g others, his eſs in Duties, hig air 
ihe in the Fleſh, having no groſs Sin reſt- 
ng. on him; his olence and 
Deeds. Truly, all this, may -be, an yet 
tothing righvat the Bottom pang ANT: all, you 


ay have as little Pretence Aae l as 


95 </ in Apperangs, mare crc inner. 
oon that —— God's Creature: But 
— ou own not, that Tong area Sinner; sin. 
upol ve 


\ 


„ forfeited all Title a very le 
Mähnget his Hand: that fach's Sinner you 
are, you are unworthy of the very Me 
you cat. All this yt unkumbled Hu 

diſallows. Tou cantrot judge of youre 
this Sort winde yoti enn fee horte gert de 
yond ybũ i RC ; y ; and Ser 
vices(-> You judge rather; that ch att one 

a2 yo mult de 4 peculiar Favorite or 
ver that your. Converſation deſert 

demands fome Regard of your 1 

ther — vou; and cohfidetitly 

n your ee * 5 ie ds 15 
"Faſtin „ dhe e Be fh — 


Zut v all, Nader ix e. 

ference: between the ea 

as to the Matter of Raibey f 1 

you deny yours, of ex 


ous Works a 
thun counterva t —— N a NAN K be 
you dread God'y: 

inſenſible than oute 1 the Ah 
redeeming Love. He values him if ypol 
worldly Endowments, whicte he trul Auth! 


n boy" — en 80 


— 3 I, arid Marmuers, Alike 
ee . gers to alx true d 
Fey aud 


not of his Sins; 
them, or ſet up 


. 


germ g. The: Balver ae O A 
| about it, you. do not fear laſt you ſhould 
tio. I 2 5 


n eee natural 
lan til; notwithſtanding the difſerent A p- 
pearm e ye duke. For the nen 


— — . A lte ee bett 
. His mare Buſfineſe in 20/0 de the J 
of bir\ Sow... Thu new Creature, a8 hig 
Eyes are o to a right Eſtimation of 
_ and. all Things, fo in Conſequence 
of, he finds another Employment upon 
i Hands, from what Men naturally think 
if, and from what the Intereſts ofithis Life 
n to. demand. He, makes & new and 
eavenly Uſe of Life and all the Things of 
and ges therein in à peculie and 
eerved Manner: He is. buſied about the 
Thing nope needful, and he will make all other 
u dings fubferve thereto. All that he 2 
eads — Heaven z and 8 
f his Life is tinctured with, and hath the 
emp of, Eternity. This one Point he 
e bors above all; by the Grace of the Spirit, 
oſubdue and mortify more effectually thoſe 
an, carthly, and carnal Diſpoſitions, | 
rich corrupt Nature hath given him; and 
d confirm and thoſe gracious 
poſitions of Soul which will render him 


alificd for Glory. Being N 
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„I mdeld Warcher from the ll 1 
Wü, ' the the, be des 3 ſorl. 
72 


1457 .of 100 in 
| « fend 2 . — pu | 
% down | wir on — js Diſpleefure.! . Aien 
fe your Sentiments? Can you truly ad 42! 
mem, aud Cay, 4 Thus I judge, and ch ch n 
« five?” But, where # your Proofs? Hen, 
you ſhaken 6f 4ll-groſs'Sitsf Do dhe Men, 
even occaſionally gain over your Cie 
Are. on nie d the ſpiritual Wi wit 
Ye Lans of Sin which i in e tag 
fully 5 


to bring Luſt 
— Pin to — Chrif 97 10. vou g 


þ =" the World ? 75: Fan the Mat | 
brought to a fait Trial, doth. it appear, 
you value Gpd's, Favor, more than all x 
, ner of Reputation, Wealth, Eaſe, ae 
iy Comfort? Cun oor Diligence ald 1 
e ity in A holy Employmerſty with 
or your, that you deſfive the 18 
Go „and labor to walk dvtifull 
fully before him? 1 
Ir yqu are the, new FOR the apy 
g Voice of Confcjencemak akes Aufwer e 
i you, This 1s my re herein 1 
% And do Pura myſelf? And N 
Adding too, But F 207% {come 
This you may. But the e 20 pre 
; whether youare fi neerely' bout c l 
Muna ? And, . alt ale Attention, 


eC | 


il eafily fee; whether this or the next 
ford doh bear the Sway with yo. — What 
k you of St. Paul? Doth not every thing 
0 hear of him, his ceaſeleſs Labor, his 
tience in Tribulation, his Boldneſs not to 
daunted, and his unſhaken- Conſtancy 
1th not all this corvince you, beyond Suff 
on, that he was one of an heavenly Diſpo- 
jon, that he lived by Faith and not by Sight t 
u ſee St. Paul's Courſe and Way, what a —9 
ral Tendency he had towards God: An 
urs unden the ſame Pirection; are you like- 
inded with him? But did-you read in his 
tory, that this great Apoſtle was neglect- 
x bis Miniſtry, and paid little Regard to 
e Work he · was ſent upon; did you find, 
at he had been v earneſt to. amaſs 
ealth, upon all Oc ba — Was forward to 
ys nments and Feaſtings, affected Mens 
or, wanted nothing ſo much ad his Zaſe; 
ito be — to no one; that he ſel- 
thought of dying, being g unwilling to 
t from the World ? Did you read; this of 
Paul, inſtead of what is told you concern - 
him; you would take no long Time to 
ermine him a Man, who carin 
ID, ninded earthly Things. If w 
now ſaid of St. Panty may be ſmd of yqu;z. 
ſeech you to judge of yourfelf, a — 
uid have done of n, © like 
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not-far\ 
hath 
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nat about this new and heavenly Buſineh 
but have your Converſation in + Wall 
Manner, you cannot be the new Creatunt 

No muſt the Formaliſt paſs without N. 
ttice, the Sinner in Diſguiſe, ho appes 
like the new Creature, ſeems to be ven 
buſy in the Work of Heaven, is rid of gro 
Sins, and exact in Hours and Seaſons, 
the Service of the Knee and the Mouth 
and yet, after all, is a Stranger to this ng 
Buſineſs; hath' never entered upon it, nor 
much as conceives what it means; foolif 
LEH OI Attendance is Devotion, a 
Form is Religion. Truly ſuch, whatey 
Shew they may have of the new Creature, 
Times of Solemnity, and in Freedom fro 
ſcandalous Tranſgreſſions ; yet, were 


Diſpoſitions of their Hearts, and their v 
and trifling Way of Life, when the Taſk 
boaſted Duties is not upon their Han 
carefully ſought out, would be ſoundi 
thing different from the, ſeemingly, ma 
careleſs Sinner. If you ſhur up your 
tendance ew Gon and your Regard-to 


Bulineſs Religion, in certain Times a- 
Places, and are, without a cuſtomary Ati e he. 
tion to God, in the ordinary Offices of 5 ni: 
Station, and the Employment of your es St. 
Hour ;- If, your -/ public or private Wor poſtle 
ings excepted, you are even as others, f Opp 
light the ſolemn Aſſemblies, and ſpend 


%, 
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me with God in Retirements, ai yet 
re civil, courteous, humane and decent; 1 
{you can diſcover betwixt them and your- 
et no Manner of Difference in Temper and 
uriage, they and you ſeeking the Intereſts 
f Life, gay, and given to Vanity, alike: 4 
vult intreat yau not to miſtake yourſelf for 
ne, who is entered into the heavenly Buſſ- 
gels, and is the new Creature. 3 Whole 
anduct is the very reverſe of yours; you 
emark that it is fo, and are erecly diſ- 
leaſed With that Exactneſs and feeming 
\uſterity, which appears to you in all the 
Party 0 his Demeanar,” I 2 

Tu E Sumcof this is: The new Creature, 
eing humbled, qi ves for the neut World— 


itaken; formal Profeſſor, ave without All 
ve Feeling to ſpiritual Things, and labor 
r the Life that now is 
Toi Humility, and: \makifig"the''Care'vf 
is Soul the main Buſinely of Life ; the new 
reature adds; in- the in, \ 2, * Yo war's, 
Third PLAN RMA Readings, and certain 
(ular Forwardneſit to this ſpiritual Work, 
Ne hear oſten of NN pg Pu thet 
| mind to Ke Work 
ys St. Paul: An the eum iy Wl 
poſtle will furn#h'as — f e 
| Oppoſition'to the:[mportunity: of all his 
* 69 Tit. iii.. 4. v) a 
weeping 


ile the careleſs Sinner, and, with him, the 
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nc Temptation, how cally; he falls in with 
n e Grace! 
; a quick 4 Out 1 tatio n 
eing Danger, Where A thouſand others fac: 
3 no Harm: And what he finds to be 
| 2 be —— 1 8 | an 
h. He is not apt. to. hold Parley, 
Ncgle and diſpute upon it, which Courſe 
ball take, when the leaſt Thing ſinſul lies 
his Way: He determines immediately, 
d declines, the Action at all Adventures, 
{opts of Perſuaſion, Fear, and all man- 
x of threatening uencen. On the 
er Hand, he makes haſte to keep Goo's 
mmandments ; he bath hie Hand and 
6 Wongue ready for every uſeful 1 mn 
> ye Work, according to his Abt he 
ed not to be invited to the Houſe of God, 
r be called upon to communicate z his 
art is in his Duty, whether it be to wait 
on Gop in his Qrdinances, or to ſerve him 
his Calling, to benefit the Souls, or ſug» 
r the Neceſſities of his Neighbours, In 
ſord, the new Creature is a new Nature; 
whatever we do naturally, we do rea- 
och and with willing Forwardneſs. Wh 


we Mal 
W 


e if the new Nature be in us, 
ready to the.new Work, and in our Way 
Heaven ſhall be reſqlutely and briſkly 
ing it on, both in ſtriving againſt Sin 
Within 


” 
* 
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RaTuER, you incline to the Way of the 
zreleſs ; but are confined by a little laviſh 
Fear, which he is unacquainted with, He, 
Aly, happy Man | How expert and forward 
she, to every thing which concerns his pre- 
ent Intereſt | How ready to Pleaſures | How 
it hand for carnal Gratification | Here, he 
oins in at once, without Solicitation or In» 
reaty, Any thing of this is the very 
his Heart: Vanity, Amuſement, W 
ompany and Mirth, find him an obedient 
nd moſt willing Servant, ever prepared t6 
uit upon them with a . and glad At- 
ndance, But to do good, to pray, to 
ear, to ſpeak of a ſerious Subj 

Sluggard is he! How dull the Employ- 
ent! How burdenſom the Taſk! How 


lement ; he likes it not; bis Soul /oatbeth t 
avenly Food, | $4; 580.700 
You may ſee now yet more evidently, 
hat I mean by the Readineſs of the new 


e Careleſs doth in Sin; exactly ſuch a 
rwardneſs.in heavenly Things, as he hath 
earthly z expreſly, ſuch a Backwardneſs 


ls and the Means of Grace. It is not 
rely a ſaving a Man's ſelf from groſs Iui- 
ity (which is the Way of the Formaliſt) 
t bearing a reſolute Courſe againſt all Sin; 

6 not 


zal | 


ect; O what: 


dious the Time | Truly he is out of 1 


reature, It is a walking in Duty, guſt as. 


din and Temptation, as he hath to Hyli- 
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not only (with the Formal) a Shew of Wali fa: 
doing, but an Addreſs, Diligence, u hui 
Heartineſy to the heavenly Work. the 
AND pu to compleat the whole of N 
general Character, there muſt be, fror 
Fourthly, An Hunger after Growth in H bis 
hravenly Buſineſs, I have intimated wal N 
this new Work is, and hope you underſtan{W:rc 
it to be this: A Contention with the Po⁹ſ f Hur 
of Sin in us; that is, with our, Luſts or ned 
Diſpoſitions, which are in us by cori Inſo 
Nature, and have grown ſtrong by CuſtonfWHea! 
and Compliance; and a like Content did 
alſo with every Fruit of this CorruptiofAnſ 
in our Lives, be it great or little, Thor H 
Fight with Sin is one Part of the Work th; 
And the other is, the confirming thoſe nei wo 
iſpoſitions or Lempers, which are infulF* tho 
ito us by the Grace of Chrif, when fro 
Faith we ar6 united to him; and which fl the: 
not to ſhew themſelves in all holy Conve of ( 
ſation, in the outward Carriage. Theſe Dall t 
poſitions are, in Scripture-Language, cal ſtill 
the new Heart, or Spirit, as being the Op into 
fites to the natural Frame and Diſpoſition MF whe 
our Souls. Now to grow in this Work ff Gor 
mortifying Sin, and confirming the Po rupt 
of Godlineſs in the Soul, he who is the e my! 
Creature, finds an eager, ceaſeleſs Def obſti 
This our Lord himſelf calls Hungering it to 
Thirfting : By which he gives us to un 2 
uc pca 


1 
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fand, that as much as the Perſon who is 
hungry or thirſty, longs after and craves 
the Netreſhmente of Meat and Drink, even 
{ doth the true Chriſtian defire Freedom 
from Sin, and the more perfect Renewal of 
bis Heart, 

Now if you are the mew Creature, yoo 
are no Stranger to this holy and ſpiritual 
Hunger and 'T hirſt ; you are inwardly ſtrait» 
ned about your Work, till it be finiſhed: 
nſomuch that ſhould God give you yout 
Heart's Deſire; ſhould he bid you, as he 
did Selomon, Aſk what I ſhall give thee; your 
Anſwer would be, without the leaſt Delay 
r Heſitation; Give me, O Gop, out of 
i thy bountiful Goodneſs, that which TI 
* would chooſe, before the Honors of a 
' thouſand Worlds: Give me an Heart free 
from Sin, that I may never more offend 
' thee! deliver me from the Remainders 
* of Corruption that dwell in me; mortify 
all the Pride, Worldlineſs and Luft, hic 
{till defile my Soul; bring every Thought 
into Subjection ; yea deliver me from the 
whole Body of Sin: But eſpecially, O my 
God, kill and deſtroy my peculiar Cor- 
ruption, that malicious Enemy I carry in 
my Heart, which cruelly enſlaves, and ſtill 
obſtinately beſets me; conſume, and cauſe 
it to periſh utterly. And, heavenly Fa- 
ther, ſince thou haſt made me bold to 
peak before thee, I will require at thy 

* 2 « Hand 
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« Hand ſuch a Spirit, as thou wilt delight 
et in, O fill my Heart with Love, toward 
« thee; with Submiſſion, Dutifulneſs, Zeal 
« for thy Glory, and every other Diſpol. 
4 tion, which can render me. fit for thy Ser. 
« vice here, and for thy Preſence for- ever. 
Say now, doth your Heart cry Amen to thi 
Petition? If not, you are no ne Creatur, 
And if you are the new Creature, your moſt 
fervent, conſtant Requeſt before the Throne 
of Grace, is this very 'Thing ; that Gop, by 
| his Grace, will free you more and more fon 
the Power of Sin, and promote in you the 
Power of Godlineſs, ſo fitting you continu- 
ally for his Preſence and everlaſting King. 
dom. For, you know, Gob hath bid you 
aſt this, and hath promiſed to grant it, 
Moſt expreſly doth He give us Confidence 
that our Requeſts for the renewing Inf 
ences of the Spirit ſhall afluredly be hear 
through who/e Merits we may approad 
| Gop with Boldneſs; Tour heayenly Fail 
will give the Holy Spirit to them that aſk ( 
Do you aſk this therefore with an u 
wearied Importunity, looking that yon 
Suit be granted? You do not indeed hung 
and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, if you do nd 
thus importunately aſk it, or are contetl 
and ſatisfied when you ſee not that you 5 
ceive Growth in it: Doth then a Deſire d 
B (s) Luke xi. 13, 


Gronti 
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Growth in Grace, make yon diligently to 
pray? And doth Prayer W 2, And im- 
prove Watchfulneſs againſt Sin, and a De- 
fire to pleaſe God upon your Heart? Thefe 
are the immediate Fruits of Prayer: And if 
this Frame of Mind grows upon you, you 
may be ſure that the Power of Godlineſs 
8 ſpringing up under it. Without ſuch 
prayer, and ſeeking ſuch Fruits from it, 
you may not judge, that you have the ſpi- 
ritual Hunger and Thirſt, nor conſequently 
are the new Creature. WON FOWL OE 
Bur, do you feem to yourſelf to be well 
enough already? Are you fatisfied with 
your preſent Meaſure? Are you in a Wa 
wherein you think, you need not Growth 
in this new Work ? And are you without 
hearty Deſires of Improvement therein? Do 
Months and Years paſs over you, find and 
leave you at the ſame Stand in Religion, 
and yet you are well content with yourſelf? 
| mult be free to aſſure you, you are quite 
out of the Way. You never humbly and 
heartily entred upon the Chriſtian Bulineſs ; 
or if you did ſeemingly run a little, you 
have been hindred; you have this Day no 
life in you; like a dead Man, you have 
loſt your Appetite: And whatever you may 
ſeem, you are but a formal Profeſſor. For 
lee you not, that a conſtant, earneſt Deſire 
and Endeavour to carry onward the Work, 
G 3 the 


humbled, renewed and heavenly Mind, x 


+ deſires not, nor. labors to be rich; nor ar 

|  Prefent Stock of Holineſs, conceit you have 
| attained, and are not ſolicitous for more, 
Formaliſt is like his! He hungers not for 


Thing. And the more he enjoys it, the 


of his Iniquities, and heating 
of God's Wrath yet hotter againſt him. 


net Creatures Character, and this, with the 
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the whole Work of Righteouſneſs ; ſee you 
not, that ſuch a Deſire and Endeavour to ge 
above every Sin, and to grow in even 
Grace, is as evidently the Effect of a truly 


a Deſire and Endeavour to amaſs Wealth, 
is the Effect of Covetouſneſs? He is nat 
covetous, who, content with what he hath, 


vou a new. Creature, who, reſting upon the 


Bur, obſerve now the Hunger of: the 
careleſs Sinner ; and ſurely the Deſire of the 


Righteouſueſs but for Indulgence, Wealth 
Honor; all his Appetite is for ſome earth 


keener he grows upon it; ſtill running far 
ther from Go, daily filling up the Meaſur 
the Furnace 


WrarT hath been ſaid, may ſerve, it i 
hoped, to give ſome general notion of the 


more Diſtinction and Uſefulneſs, as it hati 
been ſet in Oppoſition to the Character d 
the careleſs Sinner, and ſeparated and diſt 


guiſhed from the falſe Shew of the PFormaii/ 
Aub for the preſent, we will part will 


this ſhort Obſervation ; that theſe two on 
| r 
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rm, 5. 

ee you racers = in reality they are no more) have 0 
to ge directly different Tendency. The one of 
even them leads upward, every thing draws to- 
truly wards Heaven; in that, all the Views and 
nd, 1 Purſuits center, and in that, it will gloriouſly 
ealth iſue. The other is altogether earthly, and 

is no bent downwards. And where will that end? 
bath , ye too eaſy Wretches, would Gop ye 
or are _ lay it to Heart ! If God be true, it 
on the vill aſſuredly end in eternal Damnation. 

a have h 


ore, 

f - the 
of the 
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MOR N09 
2:Cor. V. 17. 
am. Man be in Chriſt, he is a new Creature. 


AM willing to "TONS chat kad baths | 
been generally advanced in the former 
mon upon the Character of the new Crea- 
e, hath ſerved to ſhew you its peculiar, 
d ſpiritual Way and Manner; and alſo ex- 
ed a becoming Importunity to ſee it more. 
rectly and exactly drawn, to the End, 
at with more Attention you may trace out 
Features, and diſcover with greater Cer- 
inty, if the Lineaments of it are to. en _ 
Jon your Soul. ar 
ler us follow then the ſtrong and very a 
ble Lines, in which the Scripture paints 
s Man ChRISs r, withinand without, And, 
G 5. Ane 


# 
- . 4 


—_ 
— 


130 The Behever a new Creature. Serm, f Scrn 


FirsT,. Let me lay open to your View t Tho! 
State of his Minv. Now the Soul of Mu la C 
hath, efpecially, three more eminent Po on th 
or Faculties, Under/tanding, Will, and Afu the © 
tions > The Offices of which are; that of H ſo of 
Underſtanding, to think, apprehend, andWpuihi 
Judge of the Things which lie within ou only, 

each ; that of the Will, to determine aus, a. 
chooſe what hath appeared to be good, au Ihe C 
<ligible in the Deciſion of the. UnderſtandWi!! Gu 
ing; and the Buſineſs of the Afecbions is, H doth 
ſpur and quicken us both to judge, u les; 
chooſe, and alſo to carry our Determination decide 
into Action. Now, through the Fall, alWoratit 
theſe are put Mato Diforder, or rather chooſe 
crawn wrong Way, They are not indee ¶reſen 
deſtroyed ! but they are corrupted: The pon 
remain the ſame Powers they were before orld! 
though turned, as to their Diſpoſition an fect, 
Employment, to the moſt baſe and diſho'gher 
porable Uſes. As. to /piritual Things, thilff"19uil! 
principal of which are, the ever · bleſſed G0 eitful 
and the Happineſs of Communion with hinnent! 
_ which are the proper Objects for a reaſon ath m 

able Soul to lay itſelf out upon: As to theſnd in 
there is a Blindneſu and Darkneſs in our Uni"! ſp 
derſtundingt; we know them not, nor fe rd 
the Weight of them, with any ſuitable inte So 
preſſion, nor care to buſy our Theugb rned 
about them: While the things of Sen 72 
Cop 


do vay naturally and qalily. engage out 


ry 


3. Lhought 
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Thoughts, and carry away our Attention, 
ln Conſequence of this, the Will is directed 
on the one Hand to refuſe ſpiritual, and on 
the other to chooſe viſible Things. And 
ſo of Courſe our Affection are engaged in 
puſhing us on to purſue ſuch preſent Thing. 
only, as the blind Judgment propoſes to 
vs, and the perverted Will fixes upon us. 


ill Guide; it performs not its Office aright,. 
doth not diſcover where true Happineſs. 
hes; but, in determining thereon, blindly: 

decides for the preſent Life and ſenſual 
Gratifications. The Will, in Conſequence, 
Wchooſes that, which the Underſtanding. re- 
reſents to it as good, and fits. down, intent 
pon Enjoyments, which are. merely of z 

orldly or _— Nature: Upon which the 
fections, the faithful Servants of theſe 
higher Powers, beſtir the whole Man induſ- 
riouſly to reach after thoſe miſtaken; de- 


8, th 

7 oneitful Gratifications, which the blind Judg- 
ha hnent hath approved, and the ſeduced Will 
caſonath made its Choice. Hence it is, that we 


ind in us ſuch a Deadneſs either to ſee ou 
eel ſpiritual Things, and ſuch a Drawing 
wards the Things about us, even when 
he Soul is reneued, and theſe Powers of it 
med the right Way; when the Under- 
anding is enlightened with the Knowledge 
Cop, the Will chooſes Him as the chiefeſt 
WS Gaod,. 


The Under/tanding of the natural Man is an- | 
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Good, and the Affections force us with a 
holy Importunity towards him. Corruyt 


| | Ho. 
Nature ſtill makes Oppaſition, and, like 1. 
ſtrong Tide ſetting againſt the Rower, chech 7 
the Freedom of our Way, nor will ſuffer u :-r/i- 
to gain any Ground, but by inceſſant Labor nent 
Thus it is at beſt; while the Violence the 5. 
this. Stream of Corruption, bears the Gene. hath, 
rality of Mankind down along with it. Fron faith 
Submiſſion to this, ariſes that ſtrange Forget Siri: 
fulneſs of ſpiritual Things, that deplorabe lin; 
Diſregard of eternal Intereſts, that /vinMuare /; 
without Gad, fo common in the World, 
vrhilſt every Faculty of the Soul is warm There 
engaged in the Purſuits of Senſe, even fi venly 
as to. mind them only, and Day by Du ( 
grows more confirmed in Averſion to Go Turn, 
and finks faſter and deeper into Carnality. ¶ hoſe 
_ © Spca is the State, and ſuch are the Con forma 
ſequences, of the Corruption of Man's Nn ſon 
ture; Thus are the Powers of our Sou 17:7 
perverted and abuſed. But the new , 
ture hath, in ſome Meaſtre, recovered thpoileſl 
right Uſe of all theſe Faculties; and, 270 
the Operation of Divine Grace, they are rele ect 
ſtored to their proper Offices; Gov. which 
known, and choſen, and ſought after widiWQiders | 
Earneſtneſs. — Thus much in general. y the 
come now to be more plain and particulagWice ov 


and to ſhew you the new Creature in the AWourin 
prebhenſiont of his Underſtanding, in the C land, 
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if bis Will, and in the Exerciſe of his Afecs 
io. As, | . 

1. Tae Underſtanding of the new Crea- 
jure hath a peculiar and different /ppre» 
lenſon, and forms another Sort of Judg+ 
ment concerning all Things, from what 
the carele/s Sinner, or the deluded Tarmaliſt 
bath, or is apt to do. The natural Manz; 
From faith St. Paul, recerveth not the Things of the 
ger Spirit of God: Tor they are Foolifbneſs unto 
able bim; neither can he know them ; becauſe they 
are ſpiritually diſcerned. But he that ts ſpiri- 
tual, judgeth, or diſcerneth all Things (t) 
There is a Spirituality, an humble and hea+ 
yenly Tincture, in all the Apprehenſions of the 
new Creature: Whereas there is a carnal 
ſurf, a Self. ſufficiency and Earthlineſs in 
thoſe of the natural Man ; whether he be 
formal, or careleſs. We will illuſtrate this 
in ſome Particulars.. | 1 

With regard to the Perfectians and Preſence 
W/ /ie BuLEs8ED Gop.— The new Creature is 
poſſeſſed with an awful au-, the 
Majeſty of God; ſees and heartily approves 
he eternal Power and infinite Wiſdom, by 
hich the mighty Lord ruleth over all; con- 
ders him, in. fupreme. Sovereignty, lifting. 
p the Sword of unavoidable and exact Jul. 
ice over the Univerſe, to conſtrain, and, 
ouring out with a boundleſs, gracious 
and, Bleſſings and Happineſs, to reward 


t) 1 Cor. ii. 14, 15. 
" Obedience. 
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Obedience. He beholds, and acquieſe, 
and his Soul cries. within him, Worthy at 
that, O God, to reign ; thou almighty: Ring! 
I tremble and rejcice before thee /——T he Gu 
neſs and Mercifulneſs of Gop, he regards with 
inexpreſſible Approbation: neſs, will 
ing to make happy, and Mercy, ſparing tg 
conſume a World of Rebels; Mercy panMto cu 


doning, and Goodneſs embracing, return. Nanct. 


ing Apoſtates: Such tender, ſuch divine Lo T. 
what Sentiments of Delight and GratitudeMconc: 
doth it raife within him ! While he vie obſer 
the Patience of God, the wonderful Scene ofthe 1 
Forbearance which he ſees daily exercifed to Goo, 
wards ſinful. Creatures; beholding howQeces 1 
Gop is provoked every Day; how the Inſo Br: 
lence of Tranſgreſſors calls down Vengeance mann 
and yet, how Gop fits and conſiders it, withMot Ac: 


a a majeſtic Serenity and Compoſure, and with Str: 


an immoveable Dignity,. endures it; nor Appre 
with the Beſom of Deſtruction, ſweepsat once 


into Hell the whole Race of evil Doers : Co Tu: 
vered with Shame, for the Hardneſs of him up his 
ſelf and others, all his Soul ſtands amazed had L. 
and magnifies the myſterious, incomprehenheſe } 
ſible Gob.— But that which brings all lWcatior 

Views of Gon home to. bim, is his pecuyfiicſs, 
liar Apprehenſion of the Divine Pra luded 
He fees. him, who ts inwiſible; ſees him, f him 
ing all Things; finds himſelf . vated ppreh: 
yer! 


«gen to Gop's Eye, encompaſſed by him Jeb 
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and before, the very Secrets of his Heart 
onfolded to him. Nor does he draw back 
from Gob ; he rejoices in God's Preſence 
with him, and is careful above all Things 
to improve it. It is his only Conſolation, 
that Goo is near him; a Being ſo gracious, 
and mighty, and : ſo able and willing 
to cure all his Diſeaſes, and to ſooth and 
fancify all his Griefs. es: 
Tut Apprehenſions of the new Creatur 
concerning Gop are, (you muſt not omit to 
obſerve) all Humble; there is a Mixture of 
the Dependent, the Sinner, the Child of 
God, and the Expectant of Glory, which 
goes with them. : | 
Bur the natural Man, whether he in 2 
manner forgets” Gob, or hath ſome Shew: 
of Acquaintance with him: yet is altogethey 
a Stranger to ſuch humble, and becomin 
Apprehenſions of the Divine Majeſty, Good. 
nels, Patience and Preſence. | 
Taz careleſs Sinner, you know, hath ſet. 
p his Idols in his Heart; Vanity, Intereſt, - 
and Luſt are the Gods he ſerves. Upon 
heſe he is dependent, and from the Grati-: 
cations of them he expects all his Happi- 
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pecußeſs. Hence the Gop of Heaven is ex- 
reſell uded. Not that he hath no Apprehenſion 
ny LI him at al/. Alas! he is ſometimes ſa- . 


a * 
bh 


uyerſal Eye, that he cannot be eaſy and 
/ at 


pprehenſive of his Power, Majeſty, and 180 


rz6 The Believer a new Creature, Serm: 6. 
at Peace. An Apprehenſion he hath cf 
God's Dominion ; he cannot gainſay the too 
evident Truth, but ke ſecretly diſapprove 
x, he trembles at the Thought, and wiſhey 
from his inmoſt Soul, there were no ſuch 
Being to controt and trouble him. Am Apo 
prehenſion he hath too of Gor's Gf 
and Mercifutneſs; but how unrelenting and 
impious the Concluſion he would needs draw 
from it, while from hence he takes to him. 
ſelf a Freedom and Licence to commit and 
continue in Sin, inſtead of melting into 
Shame and Sorrow upon the Thought and 
Remembrance of abuſed Goodneſs * flights 
ed Mercy !—Juſt ſo alſo he apprehends of 

Gop's Patience: Becauſe. Gon. delays wort 
ſtrike, and avenge himſelf, he ſets his Heart 

fully to do Evil (; every Way laboring to 
turn the Grace of Cod into — and: 
taking Occaſion from the very Perfections of 
Gop, to harden: himſelf in ſinning againſt: 
him, Horrible-Imagination ! Zoey would not 
thus deal with. Gop, you verily judge! But 
by far the moſt of you do; even every om 
among you that abideth in known Sin, 
Look to it; you ſhall: find, that I have 
ſpoken the very Deſires which have paſſed 
through your Heart, and poſſeſſed them- 
ſelves of you, although through the Wan- 
tonneſs of your Ways, and almoſt total For 


() Eecleſ. viii. 11. | 
getfulnels 
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tfulneſs of Gob, you may not have noted 
em. Indeed how ſhould you note them, 
hile you have fo little Apprehenſion of 
ob's Preſence, that you hve without him 
the World, difengaged from all Thought 
f his Nearneſs to you, unleſs when una». 
nidably you muſt reflect a Moment, that 
we ts a God that fudgeth in the Earth (x); 
hen either you are in a Way of hearing 
; Threatnings, or are ſuffering his Cor» 
ions, or are made to ſee his Providences t 
Nox are the Apprehenſions of the format? 
for any thing different from yours, 
ncerning the Perfections and Preſence of 
bd, A ſpeculative, and (if 1 may fo call 
a traditionary Knowledge of Gob, à Con · 
mity to Modes of Worſhip, and the Ex- 
als of Religion, may make a Man 
ngely to miſtake himſelf : And he may 
ready to take it for granted, that all is. 
„though there be in truth nothing of 
mility in all the Apprehenſions which he 
i of Gob. Tou are often upon your 
des I allow: But had you not rather” 
gut it ſo be) that you were left to your 
Government and Direction, to do as 
urſelf ſhould pleaſe, and, it may be, to be 
re of an eternal Poſſeſſion in the Gratifi= 
ons of this Life, entirely your own Ma- 
and diſengaged from the Submiſſion, 
ey Pal. bil. 71. e 
which 
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which now you ſee, you muſt of Force 
to Gob t Is there not ſomewhat in this Prof 
poſal with which you could heartily acqui 
elce? And if ſo, what avails it, that yy 
pay Gop never ſo many Compliments ? ti 
you are the very Reverſe from the new 


germ. 


gates 
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ture, in your 23 about the DivingMrenc 
Majeſty. And ſo alſo, ogy ou may ur 
never ſo finely and never ſo frequent ofin/c// 
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Gob's Goodneſi and Merciſulneſs z yet hat 
not the one or the other taught you to lo 

yourſelf for your Iniquities, and your He 
to riſe againſt Sin with a ſincere and loy 
Indignation. Juſt the contrary z Sin u 

vou are well reconciled ; and you would 
3 continue in the Practice of it, 
the careigſt and more eaſy Sinner, were 5 
not afraid, The Patience of Goo hath t 
ther 1 wich him nor you, to 


your neſs, and Impenitency under ¶ om hi 
SO But, inſenſihle to Goss Forbearance, the! 
are preſumptuous and he is ſecure. erlaſti 
Apprehenſion you have of Goo's Proj Wa 
with you, hath no Delight in it; you knohor, ar 
not, what Communion with Goο mesh loy. 
and the Reflection, that Gop is near, wil Pert 
it troubles and terrifies the Careleſs, d effect 
not pleaſe you. In a word, the only Dil! is 
ence between you in this Reſpect is, UW! an. 
Ferniality hath blinded you, and Ln/t Mr, A 
hardened him: Both of you unhumbled; W Naty; 


ates Gop and flies from him; you dread 
o and pay him a forced Attention: Hes 


nd Terror, and yours are without Love and 
LeVErENCE. T7 { . . 

THERE is then (you ſee) the wideſt Dif- 
rence between on new Creature and the 
ral Man, in their s of God 


re are peculiar, to him. And the like Pe- 
uliarity is obſervable in his judgment of all 
ber Things. We will endeavour to ſet out 
few of them in one View. 

With regard te ChuIsT. The new Creature 


imires his Paewer and Ability to ſave; views 
d reviews with ſecret Satisfaction, the Vic- 
ties he hath, gained for Man upon Earth, 


Won his Throne in Heaven; conſiders him, 
the Lord , of; all Things, and Author of 


Want he has of ſuch a Teacher, Sa- 
Ir, and Lord, fixes his Eye upon him 
ch loyal and complacential Re 
| Perſuaſion of Chriſt's Fitneſs, every way 
coup effect the Deliverance of fallen Man, his 
Disc is drawn unto him, and cries out my. 
d and my Gad /— With regard to the Spi- 
. Aware of the perverſe Inclination of 
Nature, and convinced of his own Inſuf- 
ſiciency 
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\pprehenſions of Gop are full of Diſlike 


e: The Apprehenſions.of the new Crea- 


iges him the May, the Truth, and the Life 3 * 


d the Gifts, and Graces he now diſpenſes 
crlaſting Salvation; and knowing the ut- g 


With 


ſuffering the Maker to inherit his Glut 


td The' Believer a new Creature, germ 
ficiency to attain the leaſt Meaſure of Me t 
Purity of Heart, which ſhall lead him to 
Sight of God, he apprehends the need heh 
of this Divine Illuminator, Guide, ind Cos 
forter; regards him, as the Lord and G 
of Life ; approves with Wonder and Tha 
tulneſs his unſeen Agency upon the 8% mie. 
of Men; admires his Fitneſs. for theſe Mr col 
fices as Gop; and bleſſes his Condeſceniol wha 
that he ſhould prepare himſelf a Temple Wit as 
the Hearts of his polluted Creatures, h. 
regard to Sin, Looking upon the bleſche lig 
Gop, he judges of it, as that Which delli:!! be 
dis Majeſty, and would dare to attempt M nsfor 
Throne; as what . perverts all the grace cr. 
Contrivances af infinite Wiſdom, nei cent 
m the 
5 | Rn in 
' he' ſees Divine Purity abominating it , 

Divine Goodneſs abuſed by it; Juſtice lings, 
righteouſly lighting upon it with inexort on]; 
Vengeance, and eee ackn, 
of forgiving it. He ſees a troop" of Wd ſub 
moſt deformed Monſters couched u the ; 
every Act of it; inſolent Rebellion, fich is 
Inſenſibility, ſtubborn Undutifulnefs, , Han 

etful Ingratitude, and odious Defi nt an; 

He ſees Miſery following upon its Heth. ( 

and acknowledges, how equitable Goo W's e 
- all the preſent and approaching Ills, villonder 
tither now betide, er hereafter await it. 


nor the Thing made to proſper and be haf 
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ew it with Self-Reproach, nor can ex- 
es the loathſome Vighg he is, in his own 
y1es,.—With regaru to God's Law. The 
Creature reads therein the, undoubts 
uty of Man to Gop z ,approves the Purity 
Soul it enjoins z anditherefore that Like» 
4 of God it would reſtore the Heart to; 
imires it, becauſe it is ſtrict, and exalted 
r could like it ſo well, were any Thin 
what others eſteem Severity, remitted. 
ſt as it is, and becauſe it is holy, ju/t, and 
| d, he loves it: Nor can he think without 

eligheſt Complacency, of the Dignity he 
il bc advanced to, when he ſhall fully be 
ansformed into it. — With regard ta PRO V. 
Ince, Not only in Gop's vilible and mag- 
cent Worts, which gloriouſly diſplay to 
m the Divine Wiſdom and Power; nor 
un in thoſe tremendous and myſterious 
%, by which Gop hath directed all 
ings, from Generation to Geperation; 
t only in theſe general Manifeſtations doth 
acknowledge Gop: But with a peculiar 
d ſubmiſſive Regard doth he obſerve God, 
the particular and fatherly Government 
hich is exerciſed towards himſelf. He owns 
Hand in the Viſitations both of Chaſtiſe- 
at and Proſperity ;, ſeeing Love in them 
th, Confirmed he is, that his Soul is 
D's eſpecial Care, while with grateful . 
onder he reflects upon Gop's F W 

. aud 
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and Gentleneſs towards him, the wiſe 7: 
ſtrange Means and Contrivances Gov hy 
uſed with him; the kind Diſappointmeny 
and moſt inviting Encouragements he hi 
met with from him; in a word, the 1 
and watchful Diſcipline, which an affect 
ate Providence hath exerciſed upon him, 
With regard to Darn. He reverence 
becauſe it is the Sentence of the moſt Hg, 
againſt a rebellious World; and yet he; 
vieſces in it, as the Meſſenger of Life u 

| Liberty, He pays a folemn and ſtedit 
Attention to it; neither feeing it advanci 
upon him with Fright, nor Unconcern, I 
Thought of it is near, and abides with det 
Impreſſion upon his Mind. He withes 
more reconciled to it; yea, even to lo 
for its- Approach. Mean-time, he lives 
the Sight and Expectation of this deciſ 
Event, adviſed of its Uncertainty ; but! 
fured that by and by he ſhall be brought Wown 
the Houſe appointed for all living (Y). As ev 
.advancing Day brings it nearer, he feels 
Impreſſion more intereſting, important a 
abiding ; he feels Time grow more valuab 
and Life becoming continually more vain. 
With regard to HEAVEN.“ Blefled Region ous V 
All his Soul cries within him; “ Peacel 
* Dwelling ! Where all the Family of le of 
« meet and abide; where Gop, the ten 


(y) Job XXX. 23. 
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iſe Father reigns, pleaſed at the Joy and Hap- 
» hl pincſs he gives to his Sons and Daughters; 
me where Chr1/?, the well-beloved Son, the 
de U kindeſt Maſter, the deareſt Brother, de- 

ie lol lights himſelf in his Elect; where ever 
Teal faithful Angels worſhip : And Saints, ſaved 
kim and reſtored, for ever ſing their grateful 
nces WW Praiſes. Eternal Houſe / which Time ſhall 
| He not deſtroy ; whoſe Foundations are the 
t he WW immoveable Perfections of the God that 
Life ul changeth not! Valuable Treaſure / which 
ſed neither Moth can corrupt, nor Thief ſteal ! 
van Pleaſure ſatisfying to the fulleſt Tides of 


rn; Joy, and yet delighting ſtill, as if never | 


ith def talted !'' Thus he cries in the Views of 
ſhes Wicaven ; and all elſe, with him, is avowed 
to loWoity. Defect, Decay, Uncertainty, and 
live Wnficncſs, are evidently ſtamped upon all 
decifWOrthly Grandeur, Wealth, and Pleature, in 
but Ws Apprehenſions of them; ſince he 5s 
own ambitious of a perfect, endurin 

interrupted, noble and reaſonable. Hap- 
nels, which Gop hath in Store for them 
it love him.—-Mith regard to HELL alſo. 
dl, the Place provided dy infinite Jfſtice 
Sinners; the Puniſhment, which a righ- 
us Vengeance hath prepared; the Wa 

din, and the very Conſequence of it | This 
ate of Darkneſs: and Miſery, he regards 
th a continual and confirmed Abhorrence, 
llearns from the Sight he has of its Hor- 
rors, 
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rors, more devoutly to hate that Sin, ile 
forces the Father of Mercies ſo fear fully 
correcl, fo infinitely to puniſh his own Cre 
tures. He ſees it, and ſuſpects his Step 
leſt they have any Tendency towards it; | 
views giddy Multitudes dancing gaily up 
the Brink of it, and trembles at = hornh 
View,-—Finally, With regard to ETERUII 
What wondrous Depths of Being, doth} 
find in this one Ward ! Ten Thouſand Apt 
are juſt nothing in Compariſon ; and whe 
exerting all his Powers to reach after it, 
adds ten Million more, and doubles an 
redoubles the Account; ſtill he finds thi" in 
he advances not, and links under the yz Sar, 
And cumbrous Thought. Full of this IM the: 
preſſion, he is either pleaſed or trembles, tend 
b e ſees or ſuſpects his Title to Happine * 
therein; the Days of Man are ſhrunk ini "<< 
the Abidance of a Moment, into the RY" of 
membrance of Yeſterday that is pait ; 1 
with a Pilgrim's haſty . Eye, 
regards the Things of this Lite, - 
uon as theſe are the Apprebenſions of | 
new Creature about theſe important Thin} 
In this Manner he judges of them. i 
ſibly thou haſt never made ſuch Reflexic 
upon «thyſelf, and many of theſe Thoup! 
— be new to * ut, if heartily 
doſt conſent to them, now they ave of 
thee; if it be in this humble Way, L. , 
| by 


umilia 
be thy 
bm 7% 


* 
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xdgeſt of the Concerns of God and thy 
zul, as far as thou knoweſt them; this is 
ie Proof, that thou art the new Creature. 
\rply this Deſcriptiqn of the renewed Un- 
{rfanding to thy Heart; and if thou canſt 
wer; “ Thus and thus I judge, you have 
opened to me Views, with which I rea- 
dily agree; they correſpond with the Tem- 
per and Tone of my Soul; which reliſhes, 
and is in Harmony with ſuch Kind of Ap- 
prehending:“ Trouble [yourſelf no far- 
er; it is well with your Soul. Neither 
he Formal nor the Careleſs, can join with 

o in one, the leaſt of all theſe Things, 
Sar, ye formal Profeſſors, who ſeem to 
the Servants of God, and are not; whoſe 
ttendance upon Hours and Places of De- 
, Motion with ſcrupulous Diligence, beſpeaks, 
. W vere to be imagined, the deepeſt Impreſ- 
of theſe ſpiritual Things abiding upon 
ur Souls: Say, do you judge in this man- 
r? Alas | all your Apprehenſions are but 
eculative and curious; a Knowledge 2 

up; a Judgment light and unſet * x 
d which bears no prevailing influence in 
e Heart, Your views of all theſe Things 
e without due Reverence ; and you ſet up 
Title to them, which is not founded in 
0 umiliation, but Pride. Tow know 7001. 
be the Son of Gop; that he came forth 


Won % Bean of bir Father, and is gone 
H unto 
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perceive you need, to heal the Diſenſei i to be 


4 


unto him again: But you regard, you ſpall {+ 
you think of him, wi an Heart unacqu n you 
ed with the Endearments of Gratitude, u fa 
unſubdued by the Profufion of his rede hon 
ing Love. You know, that he war up (:1n 
Earth, and i in Heaven; but judging Dru 
that your Sins have brought Ruin upon 50 you 
Head, Which you cannot eſcape, but men 
betaking yourſelf to his Protection; yo c:uſ; 


read of him with Indifference, and hold i 1ri:; 
daily Intercourſe with him, as the very Lf 1ngr 
and Food of your Soul, You will bet ſence 


ing, 1 know, of Grace, and Santificatghh 1, 
through the Spirit; will be taking vp Morn! 
Words of the new Creature; and intreatin. w. 


as it would ſeem, that the Grace of C co 


might be with you always, that Cop wo our. 
not withhold, or take the Holy Spirit froMoutw; 
you, However, you have not diſcoveTran! 
the Corruption of your own Heart j Mount 
far removed your Soul is from Gub and Hou e. 
lineſs ; you know not therefore your Wahr ſor 
and your Weakneſs ; ready in your ohe I) 
Strength to encounter all Oppolition, Would 
cauſe you are ignorant of the Power of Won 74 
which dwells and reigns within you: . Dc 
therefore you do but call upon the Spirit Wou nc 
give you the Strength, which you do nd c- 


our Soul, which you do not complain, Widulg, 
feel the Pain and the Burden of. * ety 


— — — - — — — z.: — —ͤ—m —⏑ͥ — — p — 


then, what vain and unſettled Apprehenſions 
you have of this Divine Author and Giver 


how *is it you judge of Sin? You diſdain 
ſcandalous Vices; cannot endure Knavery, 
Drunkenneſs, or Lewdneſs. But even theſe 
you abhor but from Cuſtom, and the Judg- 
ment of the World. Do you hate Sin, be- 
cauſe Gop doth ; becauſe of the Diſhonor it 
brings upon his Government; becauſe of its 
Ingratitude and real Filthineſs, in the Pre- 
ſence of a gracious Father, and pure God ? 
Do you hate every Sin ? the Pride, Stub- 
bornneſs, and Unbellef of you own Heart, 
as well as the groſs Sins of others, you are 
Ws continually crying out upon? Alas! all 
your judgment concerning Sin is but worldly, 
outward, and reſpecting others; your own 
Tranſgreſſions you can paſs over lightly, 
rt; count little of them ; and be well content, if 
ou can force a Tear, in the Remembrance 
r Wü e ſome blacker Paſſages of your Life, when 
wr oe Decency of ſome more ſolemn Action 
on, Would ſeem to demand it from you. Would 
xr of on che? Gop's Tit, if you might avoid 
pu: Mt! Do you not take Offence at it? Are 
Spirit ou not willing eo believe, it is not ſo ſtrict 
u do nd exact, as yet you cannot but ſuſpeck 
iſea'es it to be ?—You ſhould have more Room and 
lain, Mfedulgence given you; cannot digeſt the 
And Wicety and Exactnefs it enjoins ; would pre- 
th H 2 fer 
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of all Light, and Love, and Comfort - And 


lit. 
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Fer a Religion that was mote eaſy, which 
would not require ſo much Attendance, 
"You re Govd's.Law with a certain ſecre 
Averſion to it, and all the Obedience you 
pay it, is againſt the Grain.— The Pro; 
Aence of Gop ; have you a diſcerning Eye u 
ſearch it out, or a quiet Mind to ſubmit t 
it? You can talk of it, I know ; you en 
.condemn others, when reſignedly | oe 
not Correction and Diſappointment ; But 
when the Matter is your own, then the Ca{ 
differs. Then you can murmur and cor 
plain, rely upon your own Prudence, a 
truſt upon Man for Help; as if you believe 
not, that Gop ordereth all Things abo 
you. You know in a certain way, th 
all Creatures wait upon Gop, and that h 
diſtributes his Bleſſings to them, as he wil 
out of the Store-houſe of his boundle 
_ Goodneſs and Fatherly Care: But you a 
not apt to obſerve his Diſpenſations, and i 
your own Particular find no Complacenc 
and Security of Soul, that he condeſcends ti 
guide you. Juſt the contrary ; his dai 
Bounties, and the more extraordinary li 
terpoſitions of his Love, come down upo 
you unobſerved: And when you are affiid 
ed, you acknowledge not his Hand; reſile 
till you are delivered, and murmuring, 0 
.cauſe you are ſtricken. — You can talk too 


Death: But you care not to think wes 
rid 
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bring it near, to live in the conſtant Expec- 
tation of it. It weighs with you ſo lightly, 
that you can follow one and another to the 
Grave, and yet retain' the Confidence of 
Life: Or, if for a Moment you ſee yourſelf 
25 within the Reach of Death, yet, by and 
by, the ugly Monſter diſappears, and troubles 
ou no more. Lou can talk of Heaven alſo: 
ut you have not explored the diſtant Coun· 
try; the Glories of it, the Joys at God's 
right Hand, are unknown to and untaſted 
by you. When you hear of Heaven, as the 
Scat of Bleſſedneſs, you cannot but deſire, 
that ſome Day you may have your Place 
chere; becauſe you cannot but wiſh to be 
ml DaPPY = who does not ?) however you find 
yourſelf in no-manner of Haſte tobe gone: 

to this better Country; nor, with all your 
Wl Uniformity of Worſhip, have you once la- 
bored after thoſe Diſpoſitions of Mind, and 
that ſpiritual Attire, which becomes the 
Company and the Buſineſs of Heaven. The 
beſt Apprehenſion you have of Heaven is, 
that it is a State you would poſſeſs, when 
bo have done with the World; and which 
therefore you take vp in your Thoughts, 
when you have no other Employment 
And what is your Judgment of Hell? You 
judge it terrible: But do you alfo judge it 
; no more than the due Recompence of 
din? Have you judged in che juſt Wages of 
| H 3 any 


_- 
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any Sins, yourſelf have committed? Lok 
well to it, you may perhaps find, that you 
only ſuſpect its Reality; that you have but 
a faint Apprehenſion of its Mons that, 
to ſay the utmoſt of your Judgment about 
it, you regard it only as the Wages to be 
paid upon the Head of groſs and notorious 
Sinners, while ſuch as you have done no- 
thing to merit it. The View of Hell hath 
not taught you the Sinfulneſs of Sin: Where. 
fore regarding your own Iniquities with 3 
ſuperficial and favorable Eye, yon have ne- 
ver yet learnt to fear the Vengeance of Gon, 
proclaimed againſt all manner of Tranſgreſ. 
ſions againſt his Divine Majeſty.—And ter- 
nity, that awful endleſs State of Being; doth 
it not paſs upon your Mind like an air 
Form, fcarcely gain Remembrance there, 
like a Dream, in the Night? Your Appre- 
henſion of it ſo unſubſtantial, that the Im- 
preſſion it makes, vaniſhes as ſoon as it ap» 
rs; and you remain in gay Security, 

if there were no ſuch State: Your Days ge 
forward, and you draw nearer to the wot 
derful Abyſs, and yet, approaching as it is 
you regard it with the ſame cold Stupidity; 
nor doth it gain any Influence to weigh pre- 
vailingly in the Soul. | 
SyEAkx the Truth now: With all the 
Shew of Religion you are ſo vain of, ut 
you not a very Trifler with Gop, a7 
ow; 
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soul; rather playing with them, than act- 
ing with any Senſe and Meaning? Surely 
your Judgment is ſo vain, flight, and mæ- 
mentary in the greateſt Matters of Salvas | 
tion, that you muſt be ſaid to apprehend 
them, as if you-apprehended them not. 
Tus careleſs Sinner is more conſiſtent; he 
doth not prrtend to what he is not. He 
knows all this juſt as you dog thinks of 

theſe Things too,, when he cannot avoid it;. 
and the Reſſexion diſmays him, while it laſts; 

nor can he he at Reſt, but while Security. 
Intereſt, and Pleaſure keep it at a Diſtance. 
The Carelefs. is a downright natural. Man ;. 
nor doth he labor to cheat himſelf, or tor 
deceive. others into an Opinion that he is 
one, who minds the Things of God and Sal- 
vation. If Gop will ſave him juſt as he is, 
it is well; and ſome Day or other he ſhall 
be at Leiſure to thank him: But for the pre- 
ſent, he hath too high and lively Appre- 
henſions of the Things about him, to con- 
ceive any great Apprehenſion of what is 
abſent and unſeen, He knows Chriſt to be 
the Son of Gon, and the Savior of Men: 
But Chriſt offers him nothing which ſuits his. 
Palate, His Expectation and Hope ſpring. 
from carnal Joys, and preſent Intereſts ; and 
lince Chreft leads him not to theſe, he muſt 
be forgotten. He ſees not, how the Holy 
Sirit ſhould give him worldly Eaſe, Peace, 
H 4 and 


ther Seaſon ; when the Projects of Life ſhall 
have been completed. Hell can wei 


Eternity; ſome Object of Senſe ever catches 
his Eye, and engages his Attention. Heis 
not, you find, entirely without Underſtand- 


and unbroken, he promiſes himſelf Happi- 


and all Things at his Command, will * 
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and Gratification ; and therefore regard der 


Him not. It is not Sin, which he dreads preh 
but Miſery; the Diſappointment, Croſs, and feels 


Injury of the Day. His own Will and WM inte 
Pleaſure is his Rule; and Self- gratification WM with 
extinguiſhes all manner of Attention to the T. 


Law, the Pleaſure, and Will of God. PN. MW what 


vidence he never thinks of; ſo carried on WM then 
he is in a Scene of Contrivances, to prevent differ 


Misfortune, to purchaſe Wealth, or indulge ¶ tural 


Pleaſure, He has no Time to think of Miſe, 


© Death, amidſt the Hurry of Buſineſs, or and! 


the Entertainments of Company and Re- they 
creation. Heaven muſt be minded at ano · Nup u 


but 
little with him; ſeeing the great Evils he 
feels and fears are the | He. of Men, the 
Damage of his Fortune, and the Diſappoint- 
ment of his Pleaſure. He cannot look into 


deter! 
Hope: 
Differ 
udgr 
OS 
he u 
hing 
ing: But the Apprehenſions of the Thing Ta 
of this Life outweigh the other, and leave: 

them out of Sight. His Heart unhumbled 


neſs upon Earth; and, however unjuſtij, 
conceits, that the Increaſe of Wealth, Ad. 
vancement-of Station, the well-ſpread Table, 


a 
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zards i der him happy. Under theſe deceitful Ap- 
each, prehenſions he lives; looks no farther; nor 
, and Wl feels the Importance of ſpiritual and eternal 
and WM Intereſts, but with a ſecondary Impreſſion, 


with a weak and vaniſhing Influence. 
Tuus now you may be able to diſcover, 
what kind of Apprehenſion in all Things 
the new Creature is poſſeſſed with; and how: 
different it is from the judgment of the na- 


ation 
o the 

Pm. 
d on 
event 


dulge MM tural Man, whether forma} or careleſs. You 

k of We, his Apprehenfions are humble, near, 

s, or and I muſt add, enduring: For enduring 

Re-. ¶ hey muſt be; not a ſudden Heat, caught 

ano. Wup upon Occaſions; ſeeing theſe Appre- 

"ſhall Mhenfions are the very Principles, which di- 
1 but rect the whole Courſe of the new Creature: 

ils he determining his Choice, and influencing his 


7 the 
omt» 
into 


Hopes and Fears. There is the wideſt 
Difference, you find, between the practical 
udgment of the renewed Underſtanding, - 


tchesWad the cold, ſpeculative Apprehenſion of- 
Hei the unrenewed: This apprehends all the 
tand- Things which concern Salvation, dr:ly and 
hing 10 / /y; that, humbiy and awfully, Their 
leave pprehenſion differs, like that of two Men 
abled bout a Storm, one of whom was ſecurely 
apps Wooking at it from 4 Cliff, and the other · 
uitly, Woſling in it, and anxious for Safetyx. 


-. 


Bur poſſibly it may ſerve: yet more 
ndently to evince this Difference, if you 
ave an Illuſtration of the whole in one / 
| | H , View. 


able 


ren · 
der 


| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
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fays, « Ah! that my Lot were fallen to me 


View. See then, under which of the fel. « b 
lowing Defcriptions you are ranged; which. L 
of. the Words, with which I conclude, moſt Wl « T 
aptly repreſents your Judgment and Appre- « E 
henſion. _ | U 

'Tnx Careleſs takes up his Word, and WM « wi 


ce i 4 fairer Ground, that I were not in- W* fu 
ce tangled by the Cares, nor cumbred un. Jo 
&« der the Toils of Life! How happy would in 


4 my Situation be, had I Wealth that would ter 


« afford me Eaſe; and Honors, that would Br: 


bring me in Dependence and Reſpect! . ye 
What wouldſt thou more, my Soll, . {ha 


« than diſengaged from Care, to enjoy thy 
cc choſen Friends, to cover h Table with 
6 Plenty, to bring forth the choice Wines, 
« and to rejoice over thy Labors? What 
cc wouldſt thou more, than that the Be. 
& holders reckon thee the happy Man! 
« Who, got above Fear and Want, nor 
«< needeth the Help of others, canſ follow 
«« thine own Will, and paſs thy Days a 
« thy Heart's Content; no 3 
« meeting thee, no Vexation. | 
«© thee, no Pleaſure unſatisfied, no wil 
c unanfwered? It is intolerable, the 1 
c lence- of oppreſſive Greatneſs, the Sh 
te very of Buſineſs without End, and the 
«© Want of Time for uit, Freedom, al 


«* Friendſhip, When will it be, that 1 q 


— 


ou 
| . 
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fol: (be ſet at Liberty? When will the riſing 
ich Days find me void of the enxious 
not Wl « Thoughts, which now meet my openin 
« Eye-lids ; | and when the Nights cloſe 
« ypon me undiſturbed, and ſurrounded 
« with the chearful Voice of Satisfaction 
« and grateful Society? Then adieu Care- 
« fulneſs ; we will eat and drink and be merry ; 
« Toy ſhall wait upon our Steps, Eaſe abide 
© in the Dwelling, and Happineſs and Con- 
© tentment ſhall ſeax themſelves upon dur 
« Breaſts ; Independence, Wealth and Eaſe, 
« ye that alone make Life a Blefling, when 
4 ſhall I be ſatisfied with you??“ 

Burt, „ What!” replies the Chriſtian, 
are theſe the Joys of Man; this the ts 
« eft Happineſs. thy Soul defireth ? Thou 
Fool and blind ! theſe are Pleaſures, which 
' ſatisfy not q theſe are Treaſures, which 


periſh ; t are Vanities, which the 
Wind carrieth away, Had I no better 


Things in Proſpect, than what ye can 
afford; ye higheſt earchly Gratifications ! 
' ſcarcely could I be content to live, Away 
from me, ye Trifles; I reliſh you not, 
lnce my Eyes are opened, and the Things 
which are not ſeen, are preſented unto 
me. Alas | how lightly did I once think 
' of thoſe awful Concerns, that now pol- 
ſs my Soul with Wonder? and riſe upon 
my Mind with mportanerf a9 
' conſider them with nearey Attention ! 


e the Creature of that Power, Wiſdom and 


% which both Earth and Heaven are but 


* alone can be my Joy, my Conſolation; 
te ſelf under; this the Bleſſedneſs, which 


„ Duſt and Aſhes? It, is through thy 
ſufficient Name, thou mighty Jeſus 


t moſt loving Redeemer! haſt ſtood be 
«© tween me and Vengeance; thou hal 
4 prepared the Way for me to thy Fatha 


\ 
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Now, Lord! I. ſtand naked before ther; 


% Goodneſs, by which all Things, in Hes. 
« yen and Earth are, and in reſpect of 


&« the Duſt of the Balance. How is it tha 
« I ſtand in the Preſence of thy Majeſty; 
& holden'as I have been with ſo many Re- 


% much Impurity | But Thou, | injured 
cc patient God! Thou, wondrous: Abyis 
« of Mercifulneſs and Forbearance'! J en 
no more efidure the Thought of being 
« ſeparated from thy all-gracious | Preſence 
« and Favor; Thy nearneſs to me, this 


5 this the only Protection, I can hide my- 


tc muſt feed my Soul with Delight. But 
« what am I, chat / I ſhould 'preſume-to 
ce approach unto the Lord, who am bo 


« that I can make bold to rejoice in G05 
« my Lord, and my Portion. Thou 


« and mine. Ah N 5 do] 
this Day enjoy at thy Handl By thee 
„live, and through 5 thy ; Spirit 1 | hop 7 
He, whom thou haſt ſent unto! me 4 
# 85 | Y cord 1 
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« cording to thy Promiſe, hath delivered 
« me from the accurſed Slavery of SIN 3 the 
Hi Remembrance whereof is more bitter 
( unto me, than Gall and Wormwood; he 
ut WM © hath brought meito the glorious! Liberty of 
that WM © being the Servant of Gop ; whoſe Service 
ety; I find indeed to be perfect Freedom. And 
He- © thou, Lord Gop, — no more forſake 
th 6M me; I ſhall be under thy Guidance and 
ured, Ml © thy Care all the Days of m my Life: Gladly 
Abyis do I leave my Soul and Body to thy Keep- 
leu (ing. Yea, and under thy Protection will 
being © 1 await the King of Terrors; expect the 
ſence © folemn Change which Death ſhal make 
„tha hanging humbly and ſtedfaſtly npon thee, 
tion; © And then, adieu all Fears of that tre- 
« mendous Hell, the Place of endleſs 
« Wrath : -Then welcome, ye glorious ever- 
% laſting Heavens; welcome, Eternity 
« where Ages ſhall riſe and paſs, and new 
"boil © ones ſucceed for ever; welcome, ye aw- 
ful Things, which ſhall be hereafter : the 
« expectation of which fills me with Fear 
1 . Hope; and in the Views of which, 
« I rejoice and tremble, and teel. all the 
World to be Nothing.“ 

Bur N hear the Formalif ER 
280 an % Thou art befide thyſelf, 
thou Ryghtgous over much. We will not 
„walk, 01 y Soul, with the Wanton; ; We 
t 5 not drown. ourſelves in Drink, nor 

N « gefile 
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« defile our Hands with diſhoneſt Gun 
«leſt we make our Name to ſtink upon tii 
« Earth, But it is good for us to provide 
« forthe future; it is good to be Something 
«in this Life z good it is, that Men pay ul 
_ « Reſpet; that we have wherewith to pal 
« our Time, without being obliged to others, 
« But God muſt havehis Hours, the Church 
% and the Cloſet may not be forgotten: And 
« then we ſhall return to enjoy what Goy 
&« hath given us. Then we fall ſpend out 
„ Days in Quietneſs, and, reliſh the Com. 
te forts of Eaſe, Company and Amuſement, 
«© Yes, my Soul, we will ſteer even in thi 
te Matter: We will not neglect our Souls, 
* like the Careleſs; nor will we deny our- 
« ſelves, like the Preciſe. Gos ſhall have 
„ his Due; but Wealth, which brings ut 
-« Eſteem and Honor; harmleſs Pleaſure, 
« which renders Time delightful ; ſhall not 
ebe. forgotten. We will hve as long, and 
« ag eaſily as we can; and when we can live 
4 no longer, then Gob ſhall receive us, and 
e provide a Reward for us, which he wil 
pour plenteouſly upon the Head of thoſt 
* who have not lived like other Mon, not 
“ profanely turned away from his Service 
: and Altar.” n Tin 
And now, Brethren, you have the Whole 
of this Matter laid before you. Seareh then 
4033-221 Lak 
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yon in the Underſtanding. Happy your 
aſe, if upon good Grounds ye are able to 
zy; © Hitherto, I find in me the Tokens 
(of the new Creature.” But if you fail 
ere, you ſhall have no Title to apply to- 
yourſelf any Part of the Deſcription which 
5 to follow: Yon cannot be in Chri/t, 


ark of the renewed Mind; right Appre- 


* ' * Fs & LIL , $234 = 
The Believer. a new Creature. 


(| 


2 Cox. V. 17. | 


that while I'am' deſcribing the Character 
anew Creature, many of you, by the 
race of Gop, will become ſuch. A Pro- 
ect, which indeed emboldens me to uſe 
uch Plainneſs of Speech with you. For 
it not, ought it not to be my Heart's De-- 
e towards you, Nu eſpecially, that ye 
ay be ſaved ? But what, - will you, that 
tle I ſee many among you, who are walk-- 
ter the Courſe of this World, and not after 
iſt, whoſe End muſt be Deſtruction, un- 
bye be plucked out of the Fire; I even let 
u contentedly alone? You would not, I 

am 


fany Man be in Chrift, be it a new Creature. 


AM r joicing in Hope, my Brethren, 


. 
- 
* 
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am ſure you would not, that I ſhould dei 
thus unfaithfully by you.  Ye-are-motyet; 
ſo much your own Enemies. Ye deſire to 
be happy: And, believe me, ut is all the 
Harm I wiſh you. But ye cannot be happy, 
if ye abide in your Sins. Theſe, I would 
needs eau leave, and you care not t 
part with, Here 1s all the Quarrel between 
us. Lou like riot to be told plainly, uni 
re repent, ye ſhall periſh ; and I, while I live, 
have nothing elſe to tell you. Say, we ut 
ſometimes troubleſome to you, and rail 
fome uneaſy Reflexions upon your Minds; 
yet, I hope you may be the quieter for 1 
upon your dying Beds; And then, I an 
- ſure, you will thank us. I ſhall eſteem t 
bleſſed Thing, if I may any how help ya 
to ſuch an End. But this cannot be, unity 
2 be in Chriſt, and none are in Chi 
but thoſe who are @ new Creature; and 
is quail many of you. are not, from the: 
nal, worldly Lives ye lead. And wi 
thoſe are among you, I will endeavour v 
all Freedom to ſhew. vou. 5 40 
You have ſeen, in what a peculiar, hut 
ble, and ſpiritual manner the Underſtai 
ing of the. new Creature judges, and apf 
hends all Things. The moſt important M 
ters, wherewith Man is converſant, wa 
taken under Conſideration, and illuſtrat 
alſo in a Way of Oppoſition to the Ju 


ment of the Formal, and the Careleſs: on 01 
2. 


- — r e nnd 


—— —— — — . ˙ EO +. 4 — 


2. I sHALL introduce what we have to 
y concerning the Will of the new Creature, 


oul, with this Obſeryation : That ſuch due 


nd conſequently, prove themſelves to be 
icht and juſt, by the Pawer' they. have to 


ons do draw the Will after them, all.our 
ppoſedly renewed Way of judging, can, be 
ut ſpeculative and miſtaxen. To inſtance 
1one of them, If our Apprehenſions of 
zaven be humble and ſpiritual, that State 
Glory will have ſuch a Preference in our 
hoice to the beſt Things here, that 
all find ourſelves, camparatively, indif- 
gent about them, Pleaſure will ve loſt 
och of its alluring Power over us; the 
alm for Intereſt and Honor will be abated : 
ther, we ſhall fear theſ 


tors for our Souls again 


eſent Compe» 
Heaven, be 


al with them, knowing that we have a 
ting Treaſure and a ſure Inheritance be- 
re us in the eternal World. Now ſuch 
lejecting the Things of Life in compari- 
with the Determination we have for the 
her World, muſt effectually evince an 
iderſtanding, in this particular, rene 

d ſhould we find a like Effect wrought 
on our Choice by the other Inſtances of a 
renewed. 
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hich is the /econd Power or Faculty of the 
\pprehenſions in the Underſtanding do nd- | 
urally influence the Choice of the Witt; 


ngage the Heart. Unleſs our Apprehen- 


ware of them, and care not how little we 


— — — - 
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_ renewed Underſtanding above produced, 


muft remain confirmed, that our Ap 7 
henſions were thoſe of the new Creatin 
and that our Judgment was enlightened! File 
the Spirit and Word of Gov; that rect 
who were ſome time Darkneſs, are'now lili ith 
in the Lord (x). Whereas, doth not fi leaſt 
gracious Influence manifeſt itſelf in MI" wi 
Choice of our Wills; we muſt needs l boic 
been miſtaken, if we had conceited our .I. 
prehenſions were right and our Judgment WF”: e 
ſpiritual Things juſt? Here then is ſo ft In 
a Foundation faid, whereon to build, WM boic 
the Determination of the Will under 't in 
Guidance of an enlightened Underſtandy not! 
muſt be, that it ſhall hardly be poffibe Puch 
miſs of ſeeing it: For which Reaſon If . 


not ſtop you particularly to obſerve, vii 
Choice doth really follow in the Will WW": 
the new Creature, from every one of 
former Apprehenſions. The Reſult of | 
whole of them, or the Choice of that 
ſon's Will, whoſe Mind is renewed, 
rather ſerve: to ſhew the new Creature, 
this ſecond Faculty of the Soul. Now 
aſmuch as Choice, ſappoſes the Offer m 
to us of different Things; the new Creat 
is pecuhar in his Determination, chool 
that which all others refuſe, and reful 
that which they chooſe. Of the two d 
ferent Portions, Geb and the World, 
(x) Epheſ. v. 8: 


prek 


— — ͤ ů—ĩ— —— * 


po _ 


rm. 7. The Believer a new Creature. 165 


refers the former and rejects the latter; 
| the two differing Courſes, Obedience to 

oo and Pleaſing ourſelves, . he. refuſes his 
wn Pleaſure and determines for Gop's: 
hile the Careleſs and the Formal- chooſe 
rectly the other Way; the World hath 
ith them the Preference to Gop, and the 
leaſing themſelves to the obeying: Gop. 
n which two Points doth principally lie the 
hoice of the renewed WI. | 

1. Tax new Creature chooſes Gop for 
is Portion, and not the World. | 
Tais the careleſs. Sinner doth not: His 
hoice being juſt the other Way. He doth 
ot indeed determinately ſay, I will have 
nothing to do with Gop :” But he is ſo 
nuch better pleaſed with the Things about 
im, that he cannot find what poſſible Hap- 
ineſs it could be, to have Gop for a Por- 
jon, He cannot underſtand what Fellow- 
hip with Gop means: All that he hears 
bout it, appears to him an. unintelligible 
gon, and he is apt to count it no better 
dan mere Enthuſiaſm. Indeed, he would 
tot, that Gop, whoſe Perfections he knows 
re infinite, ſhould be his Enemy; he would 
ot be without the Bleſſings of his, Good- 
jeſs, nor would he fall under the Vengeance 
his Power: But he wants, that Goo 
nould ſtand by at a Diſtance, and ſuffer 
im unmoleſted to take his Fill of the ** 5 
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of Life. This is the Meaſure he i con 
Bold with Go. He would enjoy cho 
World; and withal that both Gos f H 
not fee it with Diſpleafure, and ſhould a8” 
uphold him in it. He hath not the & 2 
Inclination to God as a Portion: But thor 
obſtinately is he bent the other Way, Hand 
he will have the World, though he knn i! 
It is upon the Forfeiture of Gop's Favou vor, 


and at the Hazard of his Wrath. He u Loſs 
have the Enjoyments of Life at any Rat may 
and his continual Conduct is but à Sceanthyle 
'which evidences, how cheap he holds C thou 
in Compariſon with his Eale and Intereſſ up tc 
Every Action beſpeaks a Denial of G0 nake 
and à Refufal of Rim in his Heart, ſecinfſ 1c! 
he aſſiduouſly lays that out upon any thin becor 
and next to nothing, rather than Gop, Wnand 

TRE formal Perſon hath indeed a bet 0 
Appearance. He looks like one concem N oule 


arrie 
et? 
art be 
other 
10U 7 
holder 
lt to 


ing whom you might be ready to conce 
better Hope; imagining from his Exad 
nefs and Decency, that his Heart was 
deed whole with Gop. Nay, and no Dovl 
himſelf imagines no leſs. But let him 
brought to the Ecrutiny ; and no more ſhi 
he be found to have given his Heart 


God, than his thoughtleſs Neighbour ; SM Bon 
thou, who art fair to look upon; doſt ti e god 
know, what it is to have made a full, tre - fu] 

Porath d 


and deliberate Choice of Gop for thy 
13 . | nil 
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tion, thy prefent and eternal Portinn, fo. as 
thou canſt ſay from the Bottom af thy Heart, 
« Here ſhall be my Reſt for- ever, I haue 
« none in Heaven but thee, nor 1s there any 
& upon Earth i that. I defire befide thee ©'* Art 
thou ſo well difpoſed toward the Perfections 
and Majeſty of Gan, that thou canſt find 
40 intire Satisfaction of thy Soul in his Fa- 
vor, Preſence, and Love; and count the 


Hey Loſs of every other Thing but httle, if this 
V Rate ma) be allowed thee? Doſt thou not find 
- Scenthylelf ſecretly declining the Offer; that 
Is Go thou canſt not for thy Life bring thy Heart 
nterell up to it? Haſt thou not many Reſerves to 


make, many pleaſing Endearments of Life, 

which interpoſe and leave Gob but the 
Second in thy Choice? When Gop de- 
mands thy whole Heart of thee, haft thou 
no Oxen to prove; no Ground that thou 
vouldſt go and ſee; no Wiſe that thou haſt 
arried, that thou canſt not come to him as 
et? Doth not experience ſhew thee, thou 
art better pleaſed with one Thing and an- 
other in the World; ſeduced by which, 

iou art content to forget God, and art but 
holden of Conſtraint, when thou approach» 
lt to worſhip Him? 

BuT the new Creature hath no Reſerves; 
he goes over to Gos through Chriſt with 
he full Bent of his Will; nor thinks, he 
ath done any great Matter, that heurgjedts 
every 


—— — 


an eternal Gop to a -periſhing and wicke 


c none of you all. Cos is my Portio 
3 anne and eternal, ye fad 
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eyery other Thing in Reſpect of him. 

can ſee. Happineſs no where web  Jc 
have God, and he cares for nothing be ye 
He can find no ſubſtantial Happineſs he * 

but in the Nearneſs of Gon with him; ail.” 
he acquieſces with full Content in the 15 


pectation of that Bleſſedneſs, which the! 
ſence of Gov ſhall miniſter. hereafter: Je 
lous he is over himſelf, leſt Gop in all Thin 
ſhould not be preferred, watching with 
ſacred Jealouſy. that his Heart be not fedy 
.ced, and caſting out with Indignation th 
Luſt, which would be ſetting up an Inter 
within him againſt his Heavenly Father 
In a word, BY hath fo evident a Convidia 
of the Juſtice of God's Claim in him; an 
from Experience, as well as. Promiſe, 

clearly diſcovers, that Happineſs direds hi 
this Way; as, without Gainſaying of Hen 
to prefer ſpiritual to ſenſual Gratification 


World. Could you look into his Soul, yr 
might read ſuch Determinations as thel 


ſtrongly graven' there. Away from mi 
«: ye Trifles of Life and Time, ye Kingdon 


te of the World, and all the Bea "a * 
cc belongs to you. Wealth and May ob's \ 
5 cence, airy: Grandeur and + Keputat Com 


« gilded Vanity and naughty Pleaſure, I» 


ey. 
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s Joys, ye Phantoms which fem to be what: 
ye are not, is my Innieritance. Here will 
reſt, in Go the chief; the only Good. Go 
in Chriſt is all I can need, and infinitely 
«more: Let me have HHR, and Jam fa-. 
etisfed; I can have no more. Arid with · 
out thee, thou Fountain of Life and Blifs, 
all beſide were nothin worth” 
(2.) So again, of the 6 different Comfy, 
Obedience 0 Ge o and pleaſing ourſelves, 
e refuſes his own Pleaſure, and determines 
or God's Will. This the natural Man doth 
ot: The Determinations of hi- Choice, 
re all on the Side of his own Pleafure; 
e wills, after the Fleſh.” He hath exzciy | 
ie wrong Bent, leatis aa $ to the Part 
{ Indulgence; and ſtarts a de from Sub- 
uon. Nor in this Matter is there the: 
aſt Difference between the Forma! and the 
relſs : Only that bears not. fuch vi- 
me of a perverted Choice as the aber; 
d therefore muſt be under greater Like-. 
od of contitruing to be deceived. A 
an of an unconverted Heart may, by his 
vn Reflections, or by the Pains of o ers, 
brought to fee the Fitneſs of chooſing. 
w's Will, and refuſing his own -Pleaſyn 
Comparifon therewith. Per hg 
avinced that Re ought fo to he termin- 
b he is ready to perſuade himſelf, that he 
ally is now come to © - * a Choice 
1 ſeeing 


— w.. 8 


ſtteing he finds himſelf fully purpoſed abou 


whether a Man, rejects Sin, with the fre 


thing, but Satan. And therefore no one ma 


in Obedience to. C op doth conſiſt: And ti 


ther it be finful, or leads to Sin; that yo 
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the Matter for the future; But the Henn 
being unchanged, the\Fit ſoon goes off; the 
Purpoſe. dies away, and the. Man remain 
juſt as he was before. Outſides here are nc 
thing to the Purpoſe, where the Inquiry i; 


and conſtant Diſlike of his Heart, znd 
freely and conſtantly cleaves ty Gag's Wil 
No Man chooſes Sin for the Saks, of innig 
in downright andavowed Oppoſition to Gon 

his were too horrid, perhaps, for am 


cheat himſelf. by conceiting, that he rejecl 
Sin merely becayſe, directly looking upon 
he cannot but diſapproye it. Db Matter i 
whether, there be .a.ſteady and determinat 
Denial in the Heart of all ſuch Things, 2 
being contrary 10 Gop's Will, are fin 

This the natural Man doth not, nor candoj 
he conſtantly inclines to them, and as con 
ſtantly declines fromall thoſe Things, when 


perverfed Choice manifeſts itſelfin him, eve 
1 890c * pany of his Life, Search « 
your Spigit, I pray you. Do you find upd 
the Trial, that you regard Sin as à greats 
Evil, than Suffering, or Reprpach, or 10 
of Reputation; that the main Inquiry, yl 
make about. every thing you do, is, wit 
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ſure you ſhall ſmart for it ſome how or 
ther, reſolutely oppoſing all the Suggeſ- 
ions of Fleſh and Blood? This is the Way 
f a renewed Will: But it is not your Way. 
our Determinations are irreſolute ; your 
eart goes not in with them, freely and 
ully ; you find a ſecret and prevailing draw- 
ng back within you, when you would in- 
orce yourſelf to cloſe with Gop's Will in 
)ppolition to that of yourſelf and others, 
jour Intereſts, Reputation and Pleaſure. 
he new Creature chooſes God's Will with; 
n hearty Conſent; would not do the leaſt 
hing which is contrary to it, nor keep, if 
e could help it, any thing within him, 
hich in the loweſt Degree thould thwart ' 
r control it. He has a Watch upon the 
1 Tempers of his Heart, and labors ever 
WW oppole them. He would bring every 
on gt to the Obedience of Chriſt, He finds” 
mſelf ſecretly conftrained to look all Dif- 
alties in the Face in the Way of his Duty, 
kes no known Refervations, nor comes 
ort at any time, without acting Revenge 
nſt Sin and himſelf; can appeal to Gob, 
Lord, thou knoweſt my Heart; thou 
ſeeſt what is in me; thou ſeeſt, that 1 
would not willingly offend thee in one 
the leaſt Point, or leave undone the ſmall- : 
elt Thing thou wouldſt have me do. 
I 2 « Yea, 


chooſe to do your Duty, though you are 
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« Vea, thou knoweſt, I deſire with all Sim. 
« plicity and Sincerity to be pure and hoh 
« in thy Sight.“ 9 8 cf 
In theſe two Particulars, the Choice of the 
renewed Will doth conſiſt. - And theſe, xz 
leading Determinations, do continually dray 
the Choice after them in every lower Parti. 
cular. - Choice of Gop and of Obedience, 
like the Courſe of a River, gives all other 
Determinations of the Will a like Direction: 
Inſomuch that [juſt as we chooſe or refuſe, 
with regard to theſe two, the general Bent 
of our Choice is in all other Points. Let 
us {inſtance in the Caſe of the Means d © 5 
— for the better illuſtrating the renewed o 


"THz Man of an anrenewed Heart, doth © 
not chooſe Worſhip and the Miniſtration “ ih 
the Word, His Heart ſeems detained fron} © dc 
them: And he cannot approach them w“ C 
Complacency, or, at beſt, ſeeks not in then in 
the End of their Deſtination and Uſe, Inj"! 
ovement and Growth in Grace, He u M 


cret Enemy to ſuch Employments; wiſhe 
he might be excuſed ; and will have 
little of them as poſſible ; He hath a ve 
ready Choice of all ſuch Means, as mi 
lead him to his favorite Gratifications 
Life: But as to theſe Means of Grace, MW 
ing no Heart to Gon, and to Obedience 
his Will, he doth not like them, Whe 
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the new Creature chooſes theſe needful Means, 
both that he may meet Go in them, and 


the Uſe of them, He is determined upon 
them, and will have as much of them as he 
cin. He will be in them, though the Fleſh 
be ever ſo unready; and induſtrioully doth 
he chide and rouſe his- fluggiſn Aﬀetions. 
Willing to be ſet free of the Bondage of 
Corruption he. cries, *: Ah, my Gon, that 
« | were faſhioned after thy . Likeneſs that 
« thy Will were perfectly ſtampt upon my 
«* Soul; that no remaining Adverſary might 
« oppoſe thee in my Heart ; that the con - 
«ſtant, univerſal Submiſſion of all that is 
« within me, were yielded unto thee | Then 
« ſhould I be free indeed! And this Free- 
« dom, thou kindly offereſt me by Jeſus 
« Chriſt : Lord, I will wait upon thee, and 
© intreat thee for it Day and Night yea, 
«] will ſeek thee, in whatever Place or 
« Manner thou hiſt appointed, Tes, | 
« Soul, we will not be tired of the 
« ous Work ; we will ofe an holy Impor- 
" tunity, we Will be where the Dew of 
Heaven falleth.“ 
Tus may ſerve to ſhew, in what manner 
the new Creature chooſes and determines ; 
nor ſhall I need add any more upon this 
Head, when I have obſerved, that his Choice 
win due Conformity nw the — 
3 Wo 


exerciſe and ſtrengthen his Soul in Grace, by . - 
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he hath conceived of Gop and himſelf 
And how reaſonable and conſiſtent theſe are, 

. hath been already ſeen, 
3. I 60. on to the Aﬀettions, And hey 
perhaps it will not be amiſs, to let you fte 
previouſly, what is meant by them, an 
what is their Office and Uſe. A Piece d 
Knowledge indeed, of no Neceſſity to $1] 
vation: But which may help us to form 
, Juſter Notion of the new Creature, in thi 
third Power of the Soul. Now the Affe 
tions are thoſe ſenſible Stirrings and Motion 
which with greater or leſs Activity riſe u 
in us, e thing which is thi 
Object of our Thoughts. Theſe are con 
ſtantly at work; though when they act bi 
in the ordinary Meaſure, we arè not apt t 
remark and feel them. And, as hath bee 
faid before, their Office is to put the Son 
upon Action. An Example ſhall ſhew yo 
the Nature and feveral Kinds of theſe Ser 
vants to the higher Faculties, Fix vou 
Attention for a Moment upon a large Eſtat 
which would ſupply yon with all the Necel 
ſaries and Elegancies of Life; whereon 0 
might enjoy yourſelf at full Eaſe, not want 
ing the leaſt Pleafure you might be incline 
to; be out of the Reach of Fortune, an 
above Dependence ; have it in your Powe 
to oblige your Friends, and to keep as mail 
of them as you would about you, Obſern 
ON now 
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dow: Da you find that you are approving, 
and do gte with Pleafureand Sallefactiof, 
ſuch a Poſſeſſion; wiſhing it were yours ? 
This Emotion you' feel in you towards it, 1s 
the Affection called Love. Approving ſuch 
an Eſtate, have you a certain Confidence 
that you may obtain it? The briſk Motion, 
you feel in yours is termed Hope. ' Suppoſe 
yourſelf poſſeſſed of it, and that you find 
yourſelf lifted up with much Satisfaction in 
your new Circumſtances ; this is the Aﬀec- 
tion Foy, Imagine yourſelf ſo poſleſſed and 
happy; and think if this Eſtate ſhould be 
taken from you; the Diſpleaſure, you feel 
at the Dee is called Hatred. But, 
ſuppoſe yourſelf in danger of loſing it; the 
Diſturbance you experience within you, is 
Fear, Suppoſe it actually taken from you; 
the Agitation you feel, is Sorrow, - Let us 
place the Preſence and Favor of God, in the 
Stead of this Eſtate, ' Suppoſe God offering 
his Preſence” and Faver to yo. Do you 
hear the yo with Pleaſure? This is Love. 
Do you find yourſelf in a way of enjoyin 

this Offer? Vou feel the Stirrings of Hoe 
Are you poſſeſſed of God's Preſence and 
Favor? Your” Affection is Foy, Think of 


vor: You feel Hatred, Suppoſe yourſelf in 
Danger of loſing it: It is Fear that works 
in your Breaſt. Have you loſt it for the 
5 1 4 preſent ? 


being deprived of God's Preſence and Fa- 


_— 


276 The 1 a new Creature. 1 


preſent? It is Sorrow. that more YOD.: Th 5 
may ſerve to ſhew you, what t he Aﬀedtion and 4 
are. And while I have been expl Plaiginy Mani 
them, I have, from the two Examples K, other 
duced, taken a Way for evidenci he Di them 
ference between the natural an — be at 
Affections. For he who ſhall find himſel Merve 
affected with Love and Hatred, Hope and Ian Nl, 
Joy and Sorrow, about an earthly Eſtate; notw! 
ile he finds no ſuch Working of his ene 
fections about Gop; is certainly an unre- joled 
newed Man. While, on the other hand rent 
he who ſits comparatively eaſy about earth. (': 
Things, and finds the Love and Hatred lind 
Hope and Fear, Joy and Sorrow of his Mind ons 
mainly exercifed concerning Gon, may have ügere 
good Confidence, it his Underſtandin 8 ind. 
Will are renewed, that ſo alſo are 4" [HE 
tions. 
Bor each of theſe will require Kube 

Illuſtration. It myſt be our preſent Buſineh 

to ſet forth, in what manner the Love and 

Hatred, Hope and Fear, Joy and Sorrow, 
of the new Creature are employed. 

' In illuſtrating theſe, Attention muſt be 
had to the Carelgſt and the Formal. - But 
how can I make a Difference-between thei 
two, in a Matter wherein they are ſo-ev- 
dently, and exactly alike? oF  Shew they 
vary, ot in Afton they are the ſame 
The Careſeſt evidently loves and hates, ban 

| an 


Stati 
agree 
were 
beho! 


Sway 
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and fears, joys and ſorrows, after a carnal 
Manner : And truly, the Formali does no 
other. I muſt be content therefore to put 
them together in this ng But thas ſha 
de attempted in ſuch a Manner, as may 
ſerve principally to undeceive the formal Pro- 
er, and to make it plain to him, how, 
notwithſtanding his Decency and Regularity, 
he not only comes ſhort of, but ſtands op- 
oſed to, the new Creature, in the Employ- 
ent of his Afed#tons. ; 

(1.) Love is the ruling Affection of the 
lind of Man, leadin the other Aﬀec- 
ions after it. And this is employed about 
TY Things in the c, and wnrenewed 
lind. N W. 

Tae Sinner, inſenſible to Love towards 
op, lays out the firſt Eſteem of his Heart 
pon the Gratification of worldly Intereſt, 
onor and Credit, the Indulgencies of Eaſe 
d Pleaſure, *©* I muſt be about my Inte- 
reſt, my Buſineſs, ſays he, muſt needs 
increaſe my Subſtance. It were good to 
be ſomething higher in Life; to equal 
thoſe who are now above me, and who, 
through the Influence which Wealth and 
Station give, now keep me under a diſ- 
agreeable Conſtraint and Subjection. It 
vere good to be one's own Maſter; to be 
deholden to none; and to carry a little 
Sway in the World. Grievous it is, to be 
15 contra- 
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a contradicted, and controled, and trampled 
cc upon. I am inſlaved by my preſent Na De! 
* rowneſs. I would be ſet at large, that fanc 
« ] might enjoy the World, and taſte the bin 
e Pleaſures o Life; that I might ſbare con: 
« in thoſe agreeable Gratifications and A. of t 


ce muſements, which render us happy "Ml Pla 
I will anſwer thee, thou Thing of Vanity! foun 
What, are Zheſe the beſt Things thou long he r. 
eſt for? Canſt thou conceive no higher nual 
' Pleaſures, than earthly Intereſt, Hoyer 0 
and Eaſe can bring thee? Is Gov ſo ven of 
cheap with thee, that thou findeſt no tag Co 
Wiſh ariſe, no pleaſing Satisfaction glow tis 
ing upon thy Heart, in the propoſed I the 
joyment of him, while thy trifling Hear ver 
is ready almoſt to burſt in the Expectation * of, 
of carnal Pleaſures and worldly Dignities * CON 
Mean Man! Hear and ſee the more nod fore 
Aims of the renewed Soul, and be tau on! 
thy Folly and thy Sin! Hear: and be aſhameM© Go 
at thy Baſeneſs, while I tell thee, that Goof thee 
the Ever-blefſed, and Jeſus, the Prince ol ny 
Peace, the holy Spirit, and even all Ma no. 
kind, are the Objects of the new Oreatuee (2.) 
Eſteem and Love. new ( 
..) Gop alone is his Poſſeſl on; Eſteeſ oo 
of other Things is comparatively worn d ith 
with the new Creature. In Govp he ſees al Ingrat 


that can engage his Heart; all that is wa 


thy and * TE and defirable, let 
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npled will not condeſcend to valde he darling 
Na Delightsg WRT Thduſands und ten Thou- 
tha finds) 4% wiermlycputſre once ry Sicke of 
e tel hm: Like a Man (of atfother Nation, un- 
ſhard concerned bout or diſreliſhing the Pleaſures 
of the Natives; like à Man beholding the 
play of Children. But in Gop he hath 
= ll found a perfect Source 6f Bleſſedneſs; here 
he reſts - his Foot, while he ſends up Forth \ 
nually the warmeſt Deſires ' of his Soul: 
O manifeſt thyſelf unto” me; thou Go 
„of my Life; lift up the. Light of thy 
« Countenance upon me, and I ſhall be fa- 
« tigfied as with Matrowhnd Fatneſs . With 
« thee is the Well of Life; from thee, Ri- 
vers of Pleaſure flow; Jet me drink here- 
of, and I cannot thirſt ! When wilt thou 
come unto me! When ſhall J appear be- - 
© fore thy Preſence, wherein: true Joy is 
only to be found O thou beſt and only 
Good, nothing but thee: can I deſire; 


* my ſluggiſſi Heart, that [ can love these 
© no more!“ Ser. 2: 
| (2.) Cukisr again is the Object of the 
new Creature's - Love. The- natural Man 
looks upon the faireſt among ten Thouſand, 
vith an unrelenting Iaſenſibility; 2 ſtupid 
Ingratitude poſſefles his Soul towards the 
Lamb given to the Slaughter for Sinners, 
vile the Idols of —_ „ or Intereſt, 
6 or 


* thee alond ean I love] Ah, how cold N 


— 
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« the Path of Deftrudtion, - he led nei? 
« the Arms of Chriſt, he converted my Soul, 
« he opened mine Eyes: to behold the Joys 
« of Heaven; he made me to taſte. of his 
« Conſolations,,that I ſhould not faint in my 
« Paflage through this Vale of Miſery. And 
« what ſhall I reader unto him? Dead in 
« Treſpaſles and Sins as I once was, but 
« now alive from the Dead, what ſhall I 
render unto him by whom I live? I can 
« give bim nothing which is not his own! 
« All that I have is his Gift! Yea, if ! 
« pay. him the intenſeſt Love of my whole 
« Soul, even this Love be inſpires me with. 
„Jet I will acknowledge him the Author 
« of that Life, which is in my Soul; that 
by his Influence J am revived, and that 
« by his Power and Might 1 truſt I ſhall be 
u meet to ſtand before Gon for- ever.“ 
(4.) Tas Tenderneſs, which he experi- 
ences towards Men, is another Exerciſe of 
the renewed Heart. Doth a Man find him- 
ſelf unconcerned about the Souls of others, 
unacquainted with Sentiments of Compaſſion 
towards Men, becauſe they are Sinners? Is 
he inſenſible of ſecret Pleaſure in the Good ; 
forced to approve them by the Voice of Con- 
ſcience, yet neither eſteeming nor liking 
them? This Man is ſurely of the old Lea- 
ven. The new Creature finds his Heart 
open to take in the whole World, * 2 
| | ity 


4 | V-::1 


— - 
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particular; cannot endure Advice or, Re- 
proof, and takes it up as a Taſk to read 
the Word of: Gop; above all, abhors an 
kicks againſt that publick Miniſtry, which 
ſearches and lays bare the Heart, nor will 
ſuffer Men to paſs for Chriſtians, becauſe 
of Outſides and Parties. Juſt the Reverſe 
the new Creature, whoſe Averſion is alto- 
gether the contrary Way. While Godlineſs 
and the Means of Grace, ſerious Company 
and Chriſtian Freedom, the Word of Go 
and an awakening Miniſtration of it, are his 
Delight: He finds a deep Diſpleaſure riſe 
within him againſt Sin, and every Way _ 
thereof; againſt the Corruption of his Nav 4 
| ture and the Reſidue of Luſt, which abides 
the within him; againſt Sin in others, and the 
be Company of Sinners; againſt all that looks 
d. like Sin, and all the Temptations that lead 
caulel to it; and eſpecially againſt that leading 
here Corruption of his Heart, which hath often 
„ Wubdued, and till beſieges him. Away 
Jog from me, ye abominable Ways, (he ſays): 
I can no more endure you; I am aſhamedy 


Wiyl'* yea even confounded, whilſt I remember + 
y lai * what a Beaſt ye have made me; how ye. 
ſeaſelſg have defiled my Soul; how ye have dif - 
wil honored my Gop, and oppoſed the King= 
ns a dom of my Maſter, the Lord Jeſus, thro? 


* me. Away, ye ſeducing Works of Wick- 
* edneſs: All that is within me, riſes againſt 
cc you 


W 


\ 


is your biggeſt 
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<« you with Abhorrence. My Gob hate 
ce ou My Lord ye have crucifed, ye 
« Deceivers, Yea, ye have cauſed me to 
« add Affliction to his Grief and Sufferingz, 
« For the Sake ot the forgiving Father, and 
« of the dying Redeemer ; for the Sake of 


„ my Soul eſcaped out of your Hands, | 


te loath and deteſt you, ye Paths of Ungod- 
« lineſs; ye Ways of Vanity and Pride; ye 
es baneful Pleaſures; ye perpetual, but moſt 
te ſtupifying Amuſements, little lurking Be. 
te trayers that I did not ſuſpect; who could 
ce innocent and ſinile, while ye wert 
« working my Ruin; but chiefly thou, the 
tt Maſter Sin and Tyrant, to whom I walked 
in deteſtable Subjection. O my God, all 
« theſe, thy and mine Enemies which would 


| + * not that thou ſhouldſt reign over me, bring 
e them cut and flay them before thee (a). 


3.) The new Creature alſo hepes and fear: 
Anti from the natural Pian: Nr 
the moſt regular Outſide enter into the Feel- 
ings ofthis Kind, which he experiences. This 
Difference will more evidently be ſeen, and 
what the Hopes and Fears of the renewed 
Mind are, be diſcovered, while theſe two Af. 


fections are conſidered together. See now the 


moſt convincing Oppoſition between an unte- 
formed, and a reformed Mind, Tell me, what 
Hope? That is, what do you 
(a) Luke xix. 27. f 


wait 


he 
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uit for, with the moſt pleaſing Expectation 
f enjoying it? What engages your firſt 
nd moſt conſtant Wiſhes ? Is it Indulgence 
f any Kind? If it be not this: Is it more 
f the World, than you now poſleſs ; or is 
tan Enlargement of your Station ? Or if 
ot any of theſe; Is it the Favor or Ac- 
eptance of Men; or the Eſteem of ſome 
xculiar Perſon, whoſe Affection and Friend» 
hip you would engage? If not this: Is it 
et the Happineſs of your Family, the Pro- 
erity of rd Children? In a word: Is 

our firſt Wiſh after any-earthly Thing : 
owever allowable ſuch Hope might 

therwiſe : Still if it be your firſt ma 
our n n mu * 

nrenew u % not 5, it L 
bat is it you moſtly fear? Is it chiefly the 
jury of your Fortune, or the being pre- 
ented in the Increaſe of it? Is it Pain, or 
reis, or Death ; the Death of others, or 
yourſelf? Is it, In ſhort, the Danger of 
by preſent Evil that moſt alarms you? 
othing is plainer, than that your Heart is 
t upon that, concerning the Loſs of which 
u find the moſt lively Apprehenſions. If 
our Hopes and Fears ate principally taken 
p about the Matters of this Life, incon- 
|ably you are a Child of this World; and 
non Senſe will tell you, that you can= 
> , not 
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not be that new Creature, which lookel 
for the Inheritance of the Saints in Lig. 
Tux Man created anew, hopes and 
after another Sort. Eternity, the Enjoymen 
of Gop and Chriſt for-ever, the Attainme 
of perfect Holineſs, have ſo engaged lj 
firſt and largeſt Hopes, that he remand i 
ſenſible, in a Way, to all lower Exped 
tions. The Voice of Hope cries in hin 
« O Eternity, inconceivable Space of Being 
« without End, where Time ſhall; be f 
* mote, where God, the Fountain of Li 
* and Love, ſhall be enjoyed with the full 
« Freedom, ſhall be manifeſted to the 
* ture in ceaſeleſs and raviſhing Commun 
s cations; wheredefiled Nature ſhall dan 
4 and clog no more, but the Soul, Who 
te freed from the Hindrances of Sin and tl 
« Fleſh, righteous, perfect, and ſtanipe 
« with'every Impreſſion of the Divine g. 
* fedlions, ſhall eternally behold Gen 
Face, and lie open to the revivingll 
s ences of the 0 .everlaſtingly f 

«© upon it. Glorious State of Purity a 

* Happineſs, what is all beneath the 1 
* when compared with it! Lord, lead i 
* to this thy Kingdom, offered to then 
* ſerable Sons and Daughters of Men; 1 
e me to it, by the Way of thine Appall 
% ment, Jeſus Chriſt, to whom I have! 
ce trothed my Soul ! Encouraged by % 
* © manu 
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« manifold * Goodneſs, I will confidently 
« hope, that through him, this Reward ſhall 
« be mine. Upon this Hope, let me ride 
« it out againſt the various Storms of this 
« dangerous Time, Set Heaven as a Light 
u continually before me; that, having it 
t always in mine Eye, I may be walking 
directly towards it; and, as I draw nearer 
« unto it, may behold it with clearer View, 
and be revived by the chearing Influences 
« it ſheds upon me !” Thus the new Crea- 
ture hopes—And his Fears alſo are of a pe- 
cliar Kind. His Soul takes the Alarm, if 
je have made the leaſt Step towards hin- 
mm his Salvation : Yea, if he doth but 
ſuſpect that he is out of the Way of it, ke 
grows afraid. He fears, leſt the Enemies 
ff his Soul ſhould. take Advantage of him. 
e fears eſpecially, leſt he ſhould diſhonor 
op, hinder the Advancement of Chriſts 
5 1 or give Offence to the Weak. 
e fears giving others Pain or Grief. He 
ears uſing the Extent of allowed Free- 
zom, that he may not damage himſelf or 
is Neighbour, To be ſhort, his Fears 
oncern Gop's Kingdom, the State of his 
wn Soul, and that of others; Here they 
re quick and lively, and ſuch as he feels, 
ot upon any worldly. Occaſion or Circum- 
ance, ; „ „eee 
JudG6s now, if there be not a wide 
difference, let Formality ſay of it what it 
will, 
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will, between one, whoſe Hopes and Fear, 
lively and awakened about preſent Thing 
bur cold and momentary about Things ety 
nal; and another, whoſe tendereſt Feeling 
of Hope and Fear ariſe from the Things ug 
ſeen, with a comparative Inſenſibility to t 
Things which now are; who is on one han 
ſupported in all the Occurrences of Life 
the Hope ſet before him, and on the oth 
walks on cautiouſly and with a jealous Fe 
leſt in Matter he ſhould diſhonour þ 
God, or injure his Brother, or endanger þ 
own Soul. 7 
(44) Joy and Sorroto are the coneludit 
Aﬀections, And here, who knows ni 
that if our Joys and Sorrows are world 
our Hearts are ſo too? If a Man's Feys ar 
from his Wealth, or Strength, or Beau 
from Pleaſure and Indulgence ; from Fviet 
\ Hips,' Knowledge, and Reputation; and ii 
Sorrows, from the Want er Loſs-of am 
theſe: If, at the ſame ms, Fog 
lie ſtupid and motionleſs in the'Colacerns 
a ſpiritual Nature; we cynnot be at 2148... 
to ſee, that he is no new Creature. 
new Creature rejoices and ſorrows afte 
odly Manner. Walking under the coi 
table Communication of the divine) 
ſence, he rejoices : But doth Gop hide Henin 
Light of his Countenance from him, 
mourns with a diſconſvlate Grief. He 
bs joe 
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Review, Old Things are paſt _— e al 
Things are become (new.' 

Ap upon the: Whole of it, is ae not 
a moſt evident Ox ppoſition between this Chi 
racter, and that — a careleſs Sinner? Is if 
not, withal;” ſo ſtrongly differenced from 
Formality, that a Man muſt wink hard 
not to- obſerve. it? But is not this alfo 
moſt important and univerſal Concern, in. 
aſmuch as our Union with Chriſt, and con 
ſequently our Title to his Salvation, ſtands 
or falls by this very Thing? Have you hear 
all theſe Things therefore with Self. Appl 
cation? And, coming to ſome general Con- 
cluſion, on which Part do you find your: 
ſelf ? If on that of the World, the o, Aden 
ſtill; ſhall I need ſay, it is high Time 4 
awake out of Sleep? This would be but to 
repeat the Calls, you have found your Con 
ſcience already making upon you. 
| - Ox hath any among you not underſtood 
theſe Things! „Have 1 ſeemed to any, as 
| _ propoſing myſterious Riddles? Ther 
Ignorance muſt.condemn them, They 
ar without ſpiritual ee they Jeon 
ee not; and hearin hear not, neither 
they underſtand. For, oy eral I have ſpoket 
nothing, hoe the Wards of Truth and Sober. 
neſs. 
or however, renewed or ' otherwiſe, 


theſe Diſcourſes may hitherto have found 
. kids + 
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u, let us with one Heart beſeech Gov, 
hat he will give us all an Underſtanding to 
now, and a Will to chooſe, both him and 
is Way of Peace: And that he will ſo gra- 
ouſly diſpoſe. our Love and Hatred, our 
ope and Fear, our Joys and Sorrows ; _ 
hat, quickened in the whole inward Man, 
e may faithfully ſeek him here, and finally 
id eternally enjoy him hereafter, for Jeſus 
con 's Sake, Amen. | 

ſtands | 
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SERMON VIII 


The Believer a new Creature. 


2 Cor. V. 17. Pry 
Fam Man be in Chriſt, he is a new Creature. 


UCH is the Power of the Grace of Chri/; 
O ſuch is the mighty Influence, which goes 
ut from him to heal the Soul; that who- 
yer is vitally united to him, is thereby re- 
overed from Death and Dartneſs, to Light 
id Life, The Miſt, which la over him, 
removed, and he has an unſeen World, 
nd an inviſible God, in full View before him. 
reted by the glorious Proſpects which he 
molds, he apprebends not in the Manner 
at others do; he can no more take up his 
in the unſatisfying and periſhing Joys 
Time; he diſdains ſuch little Things as 
uthly Honor, human Reſpect, and dirty. 
nere; he is grown ambitious of greater 

. 1 hings, 


K 


g 
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Things, and will be content with nothin 
ſhort of Honor in the Court above, wit 
nothing leſs than the Love and Favor d 
Gop, with nought beneath an Inheritance 
eternal in the Heavens: Vea, ſhould he be 
offered even theſe, the very Place of Arch. 
| ange's, for ten millions of Ages, he would be 

diflatisfied ; muſt have Heaven for ever, of 
All is nothing. It is Gop who is the ſole 
the ſupreme, Object of his Choice and Lat. 
and Yo fin to Sinners in his Son 7% 


and Jeſus ſaving and quickning the Dead it 
Treſpaſſes and Sins by the Operation of thy 
Spirit. For Gos he hopes, he thirſts for thy 
living God; he waits for that gracious Day 
when being thoroughly fit for Gop, Go 
ſhall be his Portion for ever. Here hi 
Heart is fixed: And he cannot endyr 
whatever would prevent the bleſſed Poſſe 
ſion ; fearful, leit any how he Mould com 
ſhort of it, and filled with diſconſolate Grieh 
if at any Time he loſe Sight of it. Sud 
..are the Wonders of Divine Grace, and ſud 
the Might of Chriſ to new-form the Spin 
of Men. | | 

\. THz propoſed Method leads me on no! 
to deſcribe the 1 or Exerciſes of til 
renewed Mind. We have ſeen the ina 
Parts of che new Creature; have been es 
ploring the nobler Half of us, that Ha 
which, it is to be feared, is but little know 
or inquired into. How the new Creato 


5 3 aff! 
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pprebends, and cbogſet, and is affeed, hath 
deen diſcovered. And where the Root, 
he Principle, is reformed and holy, the 
Branches ſent: forth will alſo be ſanctified. 
External Sanctity is but a pretended Shew, 
1 fond Miſtake, while the Heart remaing 
filed : But where this hath. put on the 
ord Jo/ur Chriſt, the K Influence will 
ed itſelf through the whole Man; and 
yery Thought, Word, and Action, will 
peak the inward Change. PRE 
Tuxer, the Thoughts, Merdt, and Afions, 
o include the whole Conduct: There be» 
g no other Expreſſions of the Mind, but 
hele, Accordingly, our remaining Labor 
to illuſtrate the new Creature's Character 
this Way of Thinking, Speaking, and 
(ting. Nor ſhall it be found upon Inquiry, 
at he hath leſs Peculiarity of Conduct, than 
e hath been ſeen to have of Sentiment. His 
lanner is intirely his own; nat in the leaſt 
lung, elther- Thawte, Word, or moſt 
lgnificant Action, is any other like him, 

s a Child of Goo, as an Heir and Ex- 
ectant of Heaven, he lives in a ſingular 


ey among the Sons of Men: Diſtinguiſhed: 


om them, and utterly unlike to them. As 
Prince, royally begotten, and trained up 
ra Throne, all has Behaviour beſpeaks 
le Dignity of his Birth, and the Greatneſs 
his Inheritance. Pretenders may mimic 
s Garb, and affect his Manger; in his Ab- 
K a mec, 
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ſence, may paſs for him with the Vulgy 
But no ſooner dotn he appear, than hej 
known and differcnced from never-ſo-many 
who preſume, without Title, to be of equ 
Birth with him. He thinks, he ſpeaks, | 
acts, like the Son of the King of Heaven, 

1. Wir n Regard to bis 'ThovanTs, Ne 
T/ 01ghis are to Gop the ſame Thing whi 
Words and Actions (which are but the Inter 
preters of the Thoughts) are unto Mer 
For Gop #noweth the Thrugbis of Man; d 
within us is naked and open to his Fi 
And therefore a good M rs to approx 
himſelf in God's Si y the Purity of h 
Thoughts, as well as by the Integrity of hi 
Words and Actions. And indeed, by: 
holy Diſcipline herein, he hath the be 
Grounds to be confident of his Sinceri 
towards Gop ; ::ad doth more evidence 
himſelf the Simplicity of his Heart, than 
any other Way whatever. For which ke 
ſon, I ſhall beg your ſpecial Attentiont 
this Matter of the Thoughts; as being lei 
liable to leave us miſtaken in the Judgmet 
we make of ourſelves. Words and Actiot 
although they will regularly follow, wh 
the Heart is rightly diſpoſed ; yet are 1 
. fo diſtinguiſhingly to us Proofs of a renews 
Mind, as well-regulated Thoughts: Seeig 
both a Purity of Word and Action can avi 
nothing towards the new Creature, whe: and 


the Thoughts of the Heart are defiled; 1 Com 
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« ſent Tokens of thy Love, the Pledgę a 
thy Tenderneſs towards us.“ When he 
reflects upon his Sueceſs or Diſappointment 
in his Bufineſ/s,. “ This is Gop's Doing, (ly 
aptly ſuggeſts to himſelf} *“ and muſt hy 
«patiently ſubmitted to; That is his Gift 
« which muſt bereceived with Thankfulneſ 
and uſed with religious Care.” When hi 


enters into Company he is ready to reflect B 
What Temptations ſhall I have here tal Hat 
« encounter? what Opportunities of Uſeful ſug; 
4 neſs?” When he retires from Company b 
How have I ated my Part? Honorar paſii 
to Gob, profitably to my Neighbour, wor 
« innocently, if not beneficially, to myſelf! gre: 
When he meets a Sinner, What a Diſhond . Obj. 
"6 to-Gop, what an Object of Compaſſion iz ſei 
© here! Ah l that it would pleaſe Go toope 23 h 
* thineEyes!” And when a goo& Man come 2 St. 
in his Way, © This is the Servant of _ ſway 
«© Gop; I would dwell with him; I would thoſ 
* he ſuch as he is; is his ſecret Reflectiou mal 
When he hears of the Death of et bers, AU the 
« thou ready, my Soul? We muſt aw Men 
When: of the Afiiftions and Troubles. fi felfil 
others, Turn them, O Goo, to their {pl of G 
ritual Improvement!“ When of grau Wo 
Calamities, Now that thy Judgments 1 mili. 
<« in the Earth, may the Inhabitants of i Thir 
« World learn Righteouſneſs!“ When of aboy 
the-ſad Wickednet; of the Times, the Blu of it 
| | phenyl So g 
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phemy, Infidelity, Corruption, Lewdneſs 
Prunkenneſs, which abound ; © Wo is me 
« for thy Diſhonor, O Lord: Turn thou us, 
« and we ſhall be turned!“ Let this ſerve, 
to ſhew you his Manner, how the new Na- 
s Git ture doth ſpiritualize his Way of Thinking 
ulneſ about all the Things which paſs under his 
hen h Notice. OTTER: Rien 
reflen e Bur doth the ſeeming Chriſtian think thus? 
ere tall Hath he a ſecret Principle within him, which 
JſefullM ſaggeſts to him this Manner of Thinking? 
any Ml 1s he apt to think of the Sinner with Com- 
rab paſlion, and of the Good with Delight? Of 
ar, i worldly Profperity with Fear, and of Croſſes, 
viel great or little, with Submiſſiveneſs? Have the 
hond Objects, which preſent themſelves to him, 
ſſion i a ſerious Turn of Thought upon his Mind, 
te opeſ 25 he reflects opon them? Doth he think as 
a Stranger upon . Earth ; and doth Heaven 
ſway and rule his Thoughts, as Home doth 
thoſe of a Man upon a Journey? The for- 
mal Perſon, as ſoon as he, hath done with ' 
the Taſk of Devotion, thinks juſt as other 
Men do, without Seriouſneſs, in. a vain. 
feliſh, earthly Manner: Neither the Glory 
of God, nor Self-denial and Deadneſs to the 
World, nor Heavenly-mindedneſs, nor Hu- 
miliation, have entered into'his Manner of 
Thinking, And although he often thinks 
about what is Good, yet never doth he think 
of it, as he ſhould, humbly and charitably. 
So great a Difference is there between him 
8 | K 4 and 
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and the new Creature, that while the ney 
Creaturethinks of the moſtindifferent Thing 
religiouſly, he thinks of the moſt religious 
Thingina Manner unſanctified and perverſe, 
AND what ſhall I ſay of the careleſs Sin. 
ner? Are not the Thoughts of his Heart 
manifeſt ? Doſt thou not think hke a Child 
of the Earth, nothing in thy Manner tefti- 
fying an higher Original? Are not thy 
Thoughts in ſuch a Way as this? “ This 
« will bring me Profit, and that Preferment 
« and Honor; this will hurt my Intereſt, 
« and that will croſs my Schemes; this wil 
« oratify me, furniſh my Table, my Houſe, 
« that will enlarge my Influence and in- 
e creaſe the Number of my Dependents; 
„this Man will be an Hindrance to me, 
« that Man may do me Service, and I muſt 
« make him my Friend.” Doſt thou not 
think upon every thing with worldly Views 
and Principles? And when a Thought of 
God, Death, or Eternity, forces itſelf upon 
thee, is it not thy Manner to receive it with 
Diffatisfation, and to forget it with all In- 
difference? To ſhew thee thy Way of Think- 
ing in its true Light: A good Man thou 
approveſt, yet canſt not think of him but 
with Diſpleaſure; an i Man thou con- 
demneft, and yet thy Thoughts are thoſeof 
Peace, Nearneſs, and Reconciliation towards 
him ; upon the Sight of the former, thy 
Heart crieth out within thee, Haſt ibu 
5 $i 7 | found 
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fund me, O mine Enemy (6): e Upon that of 
the latter, Come with me, 6 in thy 22 
et us have one Purſe (c). 

2.) THE new Creature hath an 4 ptmeſs to 
all into holy Meditation, Let this be in- 
ſanced in Seaſons of Leiſure and Retire- 
nent. A Man freed from the Weig ht of 
oſineſs and the Engagement of Company, ; 
thy who can be without ſerious Reflexion in- one 
[bis Kind or other, can have little Room to 
adge that Gop hath the firſt Regard of his 
Soul. And yet there is a Generation, which 


will BW: not apt to take up the Theught of Gop 
uſe, Mad Religion, upon ſuch mel ſeaſonable 
u, occaſions: Ungodly Men, who, as David 
peaks, have not Ged in all their Thoughts (4). 

me hey ſhall be alone, on a-Journey, riſe up 
me nd lie down; and all the Thoughts of their 


Hearts vain and worldly. As I may fay, 


em Why do not all the while once think of 
t of hinking upon Gon. And what will ye. 
Den odge of yourſelves? Are ye not awd ? 
vith ure ye not careleſs ; Will ye yet doubt of 
, e unholy State of your Souls, when ye: 


jill not ſo much as think of your Heavenly 
her, and the Heavenly Inheritance he- 
ters you, even when ye have nothing elſe. 
0 think of ? 

Bur the new Creature, as he is apt to 
tal a Thought for a Moment out of Buſi- 


3 : * Ag 20. (c) Prov. i. 14. 
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neſs or Company, and tp retire to Gop in 
the midſt of either: So he makes much of 
Seaſons, when he is in Retirement. Now 
he finds himſelf free and at Eaſe, free now 
for Converſe with his Gop, and to com- 
mune with his Soul. Now he falls into ſe- 
rious Meditation; either ſearches out his Spi: 
rit and his Conduct, or raiſes his Thoughts 
after God, or ſtretches them forward into 
Eternity, or deliberates for the Glory of his 
Maſter's Kingdom. Some ſolemn Subjet 
engages him: And though he be beaten 
from it by the Interroption of trifling Con 
ceits, which the Weakneſs.and Vanity of thi 
human Mind is ever liable to; yet he vil 
be returning to it again and again, II 
cxxxixth P/alm, affords us an admirable Ex 
- ample of a good Man's ſecret and holy Me- 
ditation. It coutains ſome pious Reflexions 
of David, upon Gop's univerſal Preſence. 
He was ſunk into the moſt ſolemn Recol- 
lection, upon the Thought of Gop's Near 
neſs unto him. He was conſidering hoy 
Gov ſearched him, and ſaw him #hroug! 
. out : He found he could go no-where fron 
Gop in the whole Univerſe. There Got 
would be alſo, where-ever he was. Ihe 
ful pleaſing Thought grows warm, upon charit. 
Soul, till he -feels . himſelf befet on ee be ftr 
Side, and (if I may ſo expreſs it) unable ¶ les, m 
eſcape from Gon's Preſence. He bre une 
out into this moſt pious and moſt * s, wh: 

| 1 -5 Jac 


germ. 8. The Believer a new Creature” 207 
Faculation'; Thy ne, O God; and fook ibe 
Ground of n art ; prove me and examine 
ny Wong bis; look ' well if there be any Puy ef 
Wickedneſs in me, and lead me in the Way 
ererlaſting. an een # 9817 een eee 
WIL I Formality ſay, that it hath this 
Aptneſs to ſerious” Meditation? How was 
the laſt Hour of Leiſure employed? What 
Matter was the Subject of it ? Retired from 
dia the World, did thy Thoughts fly upwards? 
ubjedM Piat thou find thyſelf drawn towards Go 
eaten and Chriſt ; that thou waſt inclined to ſacred 


Con Reflexion; the Tendency of thy Soul, as | 
of the is it had been influenced by an attractive | 
e will principle, directing thy Thoughts towards + | | 
Ide dae Point of Seriouſneis? Or waſt thou not 
le Eat that Hour engaged upon ſome important 
Mei scheme of Intereſt or Honor? upon ſome 


Trifle lately enjoyed, or of which thou waſt 
in Expectation? Was it thus that Hour was 
ſent ? And are thy retired (I mean not thy 
devotional) Hours like unto it? Surely, 
thou thinkeſt as the Careleſs doth ; thou art 
a'Stranger to the pious Spirit, which poſ-. 
ſelles the new Creature's Breaſt, —Yet again. 

(3.) Tux new Creature doth not entertain 
ofiling Thoughts in bis Heart. Proud, un- 
charitable, worldly, luſtful Suggeſtions may 
be ſterting up in the Mind ; although leſs and 
I, more ſeldom and more faintly, as we ad- 
vance toward Perfection. But the Inquiry 
„ what Entertainment they meet with. Are 

ä „ they 


* 
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out? Doth the Mind dwell upon th 
railing Contrivances to put them in Exeey- 
tion Above all, is there little elſe which 
_ paſſes through the Mind, inſomuch that the 
Soul feeds upon them continually ?. God, 
Who trieth the Heart and Reins, ſees no- 
thing but Filthineſs and Defilement abiding 
with ſuch. What matter Forms, if this be 
the Caſe ? Or where can be the Difference 
between the decent, or the open careleſs Sin- 
ner? Gop requireth Truth in the inward 
Parts (e); and, behold an Heart unwaſbed 
from Wickedneſs, nothing but vain Thoughts 

ledge there (). 115 WI 
Bor the Thoughts of the Righteous are right, 
he ſuppreſſes all ſinful Imagmations ; he will 
not entertain ſuch diſagreeable Gueſts, It 
grieves him, that Impurities ſhould be preſ- 
ſing into the Temple of God. - But he har- 
bours them not, would not ſhew them the 
leaſt Courteſy, not knowingly doth he give 
them the leaſt Conſent. Do they return 
again and again? He ſtill refuſes them, ſtill 
caſts them out, aſhamed that he is ſo little 
Maſter of his own Heart. He doth not fit 
down and feed his Mind with pompous Re- 
views of the Honor, Wealth, or Fame, that 
diſtinguiſh him in his Generation; gor 
amuſe and loſe himſelf in imaginary. diſtant 
Scenes of worldly Bleſſings, or carnal Plea- 
| (e) Pſal. li. 6. CY) Jer. iv. 144. 
TS hee ſures, 


they not ſuddenly obſerved and ſpeedily.caf 
upon them, 


ſures, which are but in Expectation: He. 
keeps his Thoughts cloſe as he can, to E 
ſent Duty and the Occurrences of the inſtant 
Day; leaving the Morrow to Gop, the Diſ- 
2 1 of it, the Diſpenſer of all its Events. 
He takes no Thought far the Morrow, in the 
largeſt Senſe the Words can bear; finding, 
that /ufictent unto the Day is the. Evil thereof 
(3). In a word; he is ſuch an Enemy to 
din, that he cannot patiently endure it in 
the moſt ſecret Thoughts of his Heart. 
There is a Spring upon his Soul, which per- 
petually and forcibly acts againſt all vain , 
Imaginations : Though, nevertheleſs he is. 
not without Suſpicions, that he may often 
give them ſome unobſerved Conſent : He 
knows that he hath no Lie in bis right Hand, 
when in the ſacred Words of Inſpiration, he 
makes his moſt devout and importunate 
Petition to the Father of Heaven; Renew a 
right Spirit within me (h) ; try my Heart and 
my Rems; cleanſe me from ſecret Faults ; let 
the Meditations of my Heart be acceptable in 
thy Sight, O Lord my Strength and my Re- 
deemer (i). O mention me in the Book of Re-- 
nembrance which is written before thee, for 
them which fear the Lord, and have thought 
upon bis Name. e 
To ſtate the whole of this Matter in the 
ſhorteſt Compaſs. It is the Way of a natu- 


(g) Matth. vi. 34. () Pfal. Ii. 10, 
(i) Pſal. xix. 12, 14. 
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ral Man, to think ünſeriouſly, eyen pf the 
cdl et 


moſt ſerious Things: Of 2 renew 
ſanctify the moſt ordinary Oecurrenceg, m 


his Manner of Thinking of them. It is che 
Way of the unhumbled Mind, to be unipt 


to holy Meditation in the Hours of *Leifure 


and Retirement: The Thou ghts of the new 


Creature upom ſuch Occaſions, ſettle 


upon ſpiritual and heavenly Things : —It ii 


an Evidence of an unchanged Heart, that 
evil Thoughts do dwell upon, and poſſe 
themſelves of the Mind: It is the Proof of 
a new Spirit, that ſuch Suggeſtions are 
quickly ſeen, ſtoutly reſiſted, and ſuddenly 
rejected; that there is a certain longing 
and labouring of Soul to pofleſs a greater 
Maſtery over, and Freedom from them. 

2. FRom Thoughts, I paſs on to Ward, 
the moſt ready Expreſſion of the Thoughts 
of the Heart; and evident Tokens of the 
Frame and Temper of Soul which abides 


within: For out of the Abundance of the Heart 
- the Mouth fpeaketh (V, whether it be good 
or ill. From hence it muſt follow, as an 
undeniable Conſequence, that where the 
Heart 1s renewed, the Speech will be /- 


ſoned: Although a Savorineſs in 8 


doth not always prove a Wholeſomneſs and 


Soundneſs of Heart; ſeeing Good Breeding, 


Formality or Hypocriſy, ſhall be found to- 


make the Mouth clean, when the Heart s 
(% Matth. xii. 34. 5 q 
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all rotten and defiled. But theſe are Points 
unqueſtionably certain, that where theS 

is navght, the Heart is ſo too; and that 
when the Heart is changed, there will bean 
holy and adviſed Uſe of the Tongue. 

By thy Words thou ſhalt be juſtified, and his 

thy Words thou ſhalt be condemned (I). Hear 
therefore and underſtand : For out of thine own 
Mouth will I condemn thee, 1 wanton Sin- 
ner, thou too eaſy Formaliſt. 

Your Tongue is licentious, Grenade! n - 
dom. I charge you. not with Lewdneſs, or 
Profaneneſs, or Incivility, or. F ality, in 
your Speech : But you have no Bridle upon 
your Tongue: there is no holy Conſtraint 
upon you ; your Tongue goeth through the 
2 World at large, regardleſs of the Unprofit- 
„,a bleneſs and Vanity there is in your Talk, of 
ts the unmeaning Dama age you may do your 
"the M Neighbour, or the Diſhionor you may: brin 
des upon Gov. You fay, With our — 
ert ve prof ; our Lips are our own; who 1s Lord 


Heart, that your Mouth ſhall not tranſereſs, 


the o that you talk inconſiderately, and your 
2 Tongue, void of all reverent Fear, wantons 
eech wich an unadviſed Raſhneſs upon every 
and Matter whereof you ſpeak. Your Heart 
z light, and your Tongue let looſe, you * 


what you will, without farther Reflexion. 


(1) Matth. XU, 37. (m) Pſal. xii. 4. 
N Nor 


cer us (m)? But you want that Purpoſe of 


> * 


— 
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Nor ſo, the renewed Perſon. He not 
only ſays, I vill, but actually does, take 
heed to his Ways, that he offend not in bis 
Tongue. His Tongue is kept as with a Bridle 


(n) ; he marks what he ſays ; dares not ſpeak 


what he thinks not, or does not judge meet 
to be ſpoken; is upon his Guard, that he 
do not drop an idle or a raſh Word: If he 
do, it is obferved and condemned, His 
Tongue is brought under a Law. He keep- 


eth his Mouth; doth not anſwer beſere le 


| heareth ; dot h not fooliſhly utter all bis Mind, 
but keepeth it in till afterwards. He hath 
found that in many Words are divers Vanities; 
wherefore he walks after Solamon's Counſel; 
he /pareth his Words ; they are gracious, and 
they are few. | | 
Sax, what a Difference there is between 
the Manner of the one and the other, juſt 
as wide as between Unadviſedneſs and Cau- 
tion, Licentiouſneſs and godly Fear. If 
your Tongue be under no Rule, or at leaſt 
none but that of Decency and Civili'y, and 
ou know not to hold it in Awe for God, 
eaven, and your Souls ſake, it is a ſhrewd 
Argument of an unbroken Heart. But if 
your Tongue be under a ſacred Subjeclion 
if you bridle, confine and keep a ſtrait Hand 
upon it, it is a 
a converted Heart. So the wiſe Man deter- 
mineth: The Heart F the Righteous ſtudieth 


( Pſal, xxxix. 1. N , 


t 


and continual Proof of 
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rard, that a good Man ſpeaks : But the Mouth 
of the Wicked poureth aut evil Things (e); 
Raſhneſs and Vanity pour out of his Mouth, 
vithout Thought and without End. | 


ſerves, When a 
with every Company, and is ready for eve 
Purpoſe ; when it is made the Servant of 


tereſt, Reputation or Luſt ; and | ſpeaks 
not what Conſcience, but what preſent 
Convenience dictates: When it can be 
ſmooth and flatter with the Great, hath a 
ſober Word among the ſerious, nor ſtands 
out for a lewd Jeſt (decently wrapt up, it 
may be) if it be the Humor : Surely, here 
s no faithfulneſs in ſuch a Mouth, and the 
muerd Parts _ be very Wickedneſs (2). 
Bur now, the good Man, out of the. good 
Vegſure of his Heart bringeth forth good 
Things (). His Speech is always with Grace, 
aſoned with Salt (r). He Salad the Trutb 
rom bis Heart (s): This is his main Care; 
tot lying for God, nor to ſerve any preſent 
urn. And then his Tongue is his Inſtru- 
ment, whereby to glorify 


ap, and to pro- 


05 Prov. xv, 28. (p) Pal. v. 9. 
7 Matth. xii. 39» (r) Col. iv. 6. 
(s) P ſalt. Xv. 4. : 


t «jo it is with Conſultation and Re- 


AGAIN; if your Heart be unchanged, 1 


ow will be uſing your Tongue as Convenience 
/ Man's Tongue turns about. 


Occaſions, is proſtituted to the Views of In- 


it his Neighbour. He labours, that his 


. Words 8 


——— — 


[ 
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Words be wei ghty, ſcrious, edifying, cou Wl Jam, 
teous. Hear the Furniture of his Mowh,l the 
how full of Grace his Lips are! He hath Crea 
Word for Gop,.and a Word tor Souls; Diſc 
Word for the Righteous, and a Word fa with 
the Wicked; a Word for Comfort, and 1 O 
Word for Reproof a Word for Peace, and jou 4: 
a Word for Charity; a Word for the A with 
fent, and a Word for the Slanderer ; a Word for 
for the Oppreſſed, and a Word for the Oy vim 
pPreſſor: Al Which Words he brings forth M 
Need is, and uſes with Sincerity and Ref 
lution, quickning as Goads, and cloſe as Nai 


| Na the Maſters of if the Aﬀembiies (1 
ot duch ying to e ſo muck as to | 


nefit thoſe, with whom he converſes. 
Sar, thou Man of double Tongue, 

Mouth eafily accommodates itf Ky 

worldly R turning round ich d 
Intereſts and the n of other 
How doth he ſtand in wide O Opp ſition 
thee! He would approve himſelf to Gor 
thou to Men; he 2 aks not, as thou do 
for his own Ends, 800 to Edification; N 
communicative Member is employed | 
| berly, not vainly ; faithfully, not dece 
fully; meekly, not haughtily ; kindly, nd 
roughly; lovingly, not cruelly and unfea 
ingly to others.— Look well to this, I i 
treat you. It is a great Matter, and anol 
ble Fruit of the renewed Mind.” For 


(t) Ecclef. xii. 11. N 
7 


2 ˙ r 
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Janes ſaith, If any Man offend 


Diſcipline : But where the new Creation is 


OxNcE more, if you àre the new Creature, 
will take the Name of God into your Mouth," 


with the * and fearful Name, The Lord 


th r Ce, Whether ſhall we more lament 
Reſo the Diſhonor ye do to our Go, or the Ruin 
f Nai „ ert + pon your impenitent Heads? 
es (1) re Sport of Satan | Ye Engines, which he 
to! n 1 up againſt Gop, to defy him to his 
face! Whether ye be they, who bellow 
who out mad Curſings, and call down Gob to 
eve lee your Falſhoods, An , Revenge, and 
"tha vain — Or whet er they, who re- 
dere verence not the Oaths ye take; either 
on knowing that ye ſwear FN or not earo- 


fully performing the Obligations ye have 
thus ſolemly bound upon you. One and 
the other, how far muſt ye needs be from 
Gop, who can treat him in this Manner 
without trembling! And ye too, who can 
approach this Houſe of Wor ſhip, and ſpeak 
to God with a moſt affronting ndifference, 
as if he were not worth the regarding; or 
with an affected Devotion, as if he could 
be pleaſed with Compliments: Merciful 


(s) James iii. 2. 
| God ! 


not in Word, 
the ſame 18 4 verſes Man (u). None is a new 
Creature, whoſe Tongue is not under this. 


within, all this will be familiar and genuine. 


with an awful and religious Reverence.— Alas * 
for the inſolent Wretches, who can trifle 


| 
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Goo! How much farther wilt thou ſuffer 
us to go? Nothing but thine own infinite 
Patience could poſhbly endure, under ſuch 
Infolences !—Theſe are the Provokings of 
the natural Man. 1 - 
Tut new Creature, on the contrary, treats 
the very Name of Gov with Reſpect; doth 
not. lightly introduce it into his ordinary 
Converſation, as the Manner of ſome is; 
nor light! worſhip him, with a cold and 
wandring Heart, He would not ſpeak of 
Gop without Need; and when he ſpeaks of 
him, it is with all reverent Regard. ' He 
doth not babble, he neither knows nor con- 
ſiders what, when he prays:— He worſhips, 
as he can, in Spirit and in Truth. He is nd 
raſh with his Mouth; he is not baſty 
any Thing before God : For God is in Heaven, 
and he upon Earth (x). 

- REMark it well: You ſhall find this re- 
verent Regard of Gop's Name, no ſmall 
Mark of Difference between a ue and 
ill Heart, When the Soul is poſſeſſed with 
any becoming Impreſſions of the Divine 
Majeſty and Preſence, the Tongue is holden 


with an awful Reſtraint, nor can any longer 


. trifle with ſerious Things: The whole Man 
bows before Gop, and the Mouth humbly 
confeſſes the Difference which the Soul feels 


to be, between the infinite Gop and inful 


When a Man is brought 


(x) Eecleſ. v. 2 | 


Duft and Aſbes. 


to utler 


into 


yea, 
macl 
Man, 
(raw: 
Prop 
the V 
of th 
that) 
re da 
amid! 
of th 
incon 
truly 
r | 
remai 
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into the Preſence, however ſlightly he might 
have treated Majeſty before, it now ſtrikes 
and awes him, nor does he dare ſpeak, but 
reſpectſully and 22 But the Sinner 
ſpeaks of, and to Gob without Fear, becauſe 
he is not introduced, becauſe his Soul knows 
not what ĩt is to ſtand before the Preſence of 
the Almighty. Ws 

Casr back your Eye now, and review the 
Ground we have paſſed. Conſider the peculiar 
Character of the newCreature; how greatly he 
thinks; how exaltedly he ſpeaks. Do you not 
approve him, however unlike him you are; 
wiſh, that even thus you thought and ſpake; 
yea, envy him, that he ſtands in a Light ſo 
mach above you ? A Chriſtian indeed, is a 
Man, a reaſonable Creature; a Light, which 
draws the Eye, and engages the Heart; whoſe 
Property it is to make manifeſt, and rer rwe 
the Works of Darkneſs. ' Go, ye Children 
of the Night, and lament your Stupidity, 
that ye are thus far from that Conduct which 
je dare not condemn ; go and learn, that 
anidit all the Eaſe, Wealth, and Security 
of the World, the meaxeft Chriſtian is one 
incomparably beyond you in every thing 
truly valuable; and remember, that while 
ur Hopes ſhall aſſuredly periſh; his ſhall 
remain throughout all Generations, 

Bur I leave this with you for the preſent. 
The ſolemn Tranſaction before us, demands 
dur Attention, FIT Wing 


. 


2 ' I mvsr 


' 
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uus hope, that all of you, Who ar $47 
drawing near to remember Jeſus Chriſt, and par 

to partake of the P of his Love, in Dipp 
the Ordinance now before us, have in ge. and! 
neral been able to make Application to your. Hopi 
ſelves of the Chrifian's Character, as far à M Pead 

- you have heard it deſcribed hitherto: a; {M22 
eaſt that ye have clearly ſeen that the De. Noe ha 
ſeription of the natural Man, whether cite. dien, 
les or. formal, doth not ſuit you; and that M Praiſ- 
ye evidently find in yourſelves a ſincere De. 0, 
| fire, and an earneſt Purpoſe of Heart, to W*"t!! 
reach after that, which ye are apt to think bor af 
ye have not yet attained, of the new Crea- Bleſſi 
ture. If anyone diſcoversa Point of Holineß ing 
before him which he hath not reached, and u F 
yet doth not experience any ſtrong Deſire ne Pe 
to come up with it, he wants one of the all b. 
main Pillars of a renewed Mind, Bungeri eat, 
and thirſting after Righteouſneſs ; and does not creſt i 
belong to Chriſt. Such an one, in the Uſe Fron 
of the Communion, is likely- to da nothing ic hat! 
more, than blind his Eyes and harden hu; urſely 
Heart. Suppoſing therefore, that ſuch as Fralſe 
are determined for the Feaſt, are in general” a 
Partakers of the new Nature, and — ltatio, 


Growth and Improvement in this wonderful 
Change that hath been wrought upon them: 
I may ſuitably ſuggeſt to them, -_ - 
1. Taz Fitneſs of all. thankful Acknow: 
ledgment to their Head, as the Author of 
this their new Birth. Ye were natural 

| | * 


a® 
- 


6 tad in Ti reſpaſſes and Sms ; had not the leaſt 
m spark belonging to you of thoſe gracious 
and iſpoſitions, which now adorn your Soul 

a in Di pO 2 | | * Sy 


nd cauſe you to lift up your Heads with 
Hope. That you are now alive from the 
Dead is, becauſe, Chriſt liveth in you: For 
Go hath guickened you, through him. This 
je have received out of his Fulneſs. Go 
hen, and preſent unto him your grateful 
Praiſes, in the Way he hath appointed you. 
Go, with moſt humble Thankſgivings, with 
Sentiments of Acknowledgment, which: la- 
bor after Proportion with the Vaſtncſs of the 
Bleſſing he hath beſtowed upon you, in vi- 
ting you in your low State, and turning 
you from Darkneſs unto Light, and from 
he Power of Satan unto. God: Cold we. 
ſhall be, in the Remembrance of our Maſter's 


EOS PETS =n 597 


eſire 


5 Death, if there be not ſome Hope of an In- 

ö 8 creſt in the Merits of it. But if our Hope 
be srown up to Confidence in him, becanſe 
ming hath created us again, and we have found 

n b urſelves new Creatures: Then our Acts o 
hoe will not fail of being hearty before 
merlin, and full of the moſt determined Pro- 
king eſtations of Duty and Service to the Lord 
ur Redeemer, And hereupon I ſhall re- 


bind you, — 

2. THAT if you are the new Creature, 

brit is yours, and the Promiſes yours: So 

it upon this Ground, you may ſurely 

ply Cbriſt to yourſelf in this „ 
| cal, 


7 * 
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Seal. For hereby Chrift is actually ſealed 
in all the Scope of his Benefits, to thole who 
are his; that is to thoſe whom his Spirit 
hath already transformed by the Renewal of 
their Hearts and Lives. To them the Ele. 
ments of Bread and Wine, as inſtituted Signs 
and Seals of the new Covenant, are, facrs. 
mentally, the Body and Blood of Chriſt, ac- 
cording to his Words of Inſtitution, This 
my Body, This is my Blood, Be ſtrong then 
in Faith, nothing doubting. Be aſſured 
that he is faithful, who hath promiſed ; and 
take Chri/t unto you as yours, not only ſigni. 
fied but confirmed to you, by theſe Pledge 
and Aſſurances of his Favor. Nor let the Ap- 
prehenſion you have of your very great Un- 
- worthineſs, prevent your Expectation, that 
ye ſhould not partake of the Free Gift o 
Gop : But drawing near with Faith, take 
this holy Sacrament, to your Comfort, May 
your Souls be refreſhed !. May ye go for. 
ward, in the Influence of that Refreſhment, 
from Strength to Strength, tall ye come unt 
the Mount of Gop. Yet, N 
3. REMEMBER, that you have not pet 
attained, The new Man, formed in' you 
as he is, wants Strength, Growth, and Vi- 
gor. You have found yourſelf imperfect in 
every Particular, while I have been deſcrib 
ing to you the new Creature. But you l 
hor to goon unto Perfection. And ſhall n 
what you have already received, 1 


m. g. 
aled, 
Who 
Spirit 
val of 
x Ele. 
Sign 
acra- 
t, ac- 


bis: 
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eſt to give you Conſidence, thatyouſhall . 
— . 2 him, 1000 giveth — 
and upbraideth not (y)? Who doth not grudge, 
that we have received much already ; but 
faith, Open thy Mouth wide, and I will fill 
it (2). Approach then with thankful Bold- 
# to this Feaſt of Fat Things, this of all 
others the moſt plenteous Channel where 
Grace flows, the Ordinance of Chriſt's Ap- 
pointment, wherein he conveys his wholeſelf; 
carrying with thee theſe gracious Words of 
his, F any Man thirſt, let him come unto me, 
and drink (a). Come, a-thirſt as thou art, 
for the needful Supply of the Spirit, to mor- 
tify more effectually thy Corruptions ; to 
blunt the Edge of all the Temptations, where- 
with Sin, the World, and Satan beſet thee z 
to quicken thee in every Way of Holineſs ; 
Come with thy particular Needs; what is 
the Sin that moſtly affails thee, what the 
Luſt that inveterately ſtrives for theMaſtery; 
what the Grace that is ina languiſhing State? 
2 eat and drink to the ſatisfying of thy 

. Amen. 4 


(y) James i 5. (x) Pfal, Ixxxi. 10. 
(a) John vii. 3 7 
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ma i; Man Je in cr. leis. new Creature 
9 N \HALL I Me that in the Days palt 
ou have been attentively weighing your 
oughts and Words? This is ty bet the 
11; od, that is miniſtred unto e 
lade ds Day. In ſuch a Caſe, 
n. Ne attained to a clearer aeg 
[104m the Obſervation and Inquiry you have 


en making, which Way you are diſpoſed, 
bat manner of Spirit- are of, whether re- 
nerate or carnal. | Conſequently, ybu will 
now in the Spirit of Meekneſs for 
ther Diſcovery in Self: Knowledge: and 
ter prepared for Improvement, from what 
m ſtill to offer. But if by any it was 
Welly 9 if by any W 
ca 
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«caſt by, as ſoon as it had been heard; j 
ſuch, as had ſeen a little, what manner of 
Men they were, in the Glaſs then preſented 
before them, have gone away and quickly 
Joſt Sight of the deformed Appearance the 
made in their on Eyes; or if there wer 
any Scoffers among you, too forward tc 
-blaſpheme the Word of Truth, and cry 
/ hat would this Babbler ſay? He feemtth | 
be a ſetter forth of ſtrange Doctrines: Wi 
the one or the other of theſe, how ſh: 
I almoſt hope for better Succeſs? It wen 
Vanity to hope it, were what we ſpeak by 
the Reaſonings of Man: But the Word! 
God's, mighty to pull down ſtrong Holds (6) 
And the Hand of God tis not ſbortnad (c) 
can ſeize and fix the moſt unſettled and care 
leſs; it can ſtrike to the Ground the mo 
ſtubborn, and make the inſolent Perſecutot 
cry out, What ſhall I do? 
. Unpzx the Influence of this, might Ig 
on to repreſent to you, one and another, ti 
new: Creature's: Cour/e of Action. And thi 
negatively, what he doth not do; and 5 
tively, what he doth. --$ 
Bur before I. proceed to the negative De 
ſoription of the new. Creature, L muſt beg i 
be diſcharged for a Seaſon from the Confine 
ment I have. hitherto, for the moſt pa 
been under, in repreſenting the various Ul 
racters of Formality and Carelefſneſs, —Hend 
() 2 Cor. x. 4. (e] Lai. 1. 
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forward they do ſo coincide, that I am not” 
able to diſcern any Difference. Formality* 
hall be ſeen, as it is, real Careleſſneſs ; and 
the moſt abandoned Profligate ſhall be found: 
liferenced from ſuch one, in — 
only of Careleſſneſs. I ſhall not oppoſe to 
the Chriſtian the Monſter, who into 
wery Exceſs of Riot, and caſts all Re- 
ſraints even of Civility and Society: But, 
13 we ſhall follow the new Creature only into 
e leſſer Parts of his Conduct, wherein he: 
lands ſingular and acts alone; ſo the Oppo-- 
(tion will be made in ſuch a Manner, ag» 
while Licence or Allowance in. ſuch leſſer 
Things ſhall be. found to denominate an un- 
renewed Man, there ſhall be Room given 
ofſto reprove thoſe who are too apt to conceit 
Wnuch of themſelves for the Sake of ſome 
religious Performances and Acts of Benevo- 
Jence and Humanity; and of Conſequence, 
to _—_ the more Licentious utterly without 
xcuſe. 
Taz negative Part of the new Creature's 
-  Mfogdutt ſhall be. illuſtrated in theſe In- 
ſtances:— He forbears all Things, which he 
vs to be ſinful;—hath not any Thing in 
bs Courſe, which he /u/pe&s to be ſinful - 
keeps from needleſs Temptations ;—doth 
dot come under the Power of any lawful. 
hing ;—labors to give no Offence in any 


hing. 
K | 1. Hx. 


1 
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I. Hz forbears all Things, which l 
: knows'to be ſinful. In this Reſpect, h 
Cunſciance is void of Offence both" 4owards G 
and towards Man (d) For, to it he can a 


peal; and it will make a ready and expr; I 
Anſwer to him, and he knows nothing by hin der 
elf. There is no Sin in this Courte that Sin, 
knows of; no not the leaſt Sin, as far as ſciel 
apprehends. I would not be miſtaken, as you 
I meant he had no Imperfections to lameni {ma 
no Sin to contend with, or that his cor ing 
rupted Heart did at no time gain any A fend 
vantage of him, But I ſay, Sin is not i in, 
his Cour/e, nor bath any Sin Allowance wit the 
him. The Law in his Members will be ftv Hea! 
ing, will beinfinuating itſelf into all he dotbM hall 
poſſibly will take him, upon ſome extraoſ your 
dinary Occaſion, at unawares, and hun been 
him into a ſingle: Act of Compliance. Bull jero;; 
it at any time it doth ſo, his tender Heal in C 
will be inſtantly ſtricken ; he will be fad ceite 
reproaching himſelf, and roaring fer the D the 
uretneſs of bis Heart; Shame, Sorrow, a in th 
Harkneſs will overwhelm aud cloud him read) 
he will be ſeeking Peace, and finding none f this 
(a Seaſon ; he will aſſuredly judge himſelf ti out. 
. greateſt Monſter upon Earth. The 14 Pei 
; Chriſtian is an avowed Enemy to all Sin with 
Nor can the Weight of prevailing Exampli be ſo 
the Miſinterpretations which Men. of looſ it: E 
Conſcience put upon Things, the fool and: 


(4) As xxiv. 16. 
Thovg! 


6.07 


Serm. 9. The Balten er a new \ Clratifs 23 


T hought "that h © me "Sins are bur hetle Mat- 
ters ; nothin 1 85 engage him to call E 
Grd, or to Aale into his Conduct what he 
knows Cop doth' not approve. 

Ir this be true, then whoever abides un- 
der the Power and Practice of any known 
Sin, cannot be à new. e Doth Con- 
ſcience ſay (and let it ſpe Gy you have about 
you, in your Courſe and Conduct, one-the 
ſmalleſt Thing, which is ſinful ? 181 it accuſ- 
ing you of any one Point, wherein ypu 4 
2 which you will either allow y gurſelf 2 
in, or elſe fa into cuſtomarily, 19 is, | 
the Temptation to it comes FO yo ur W Va Ne 
Hearken to no Excuſes, all Pre Foes you 
ſhall be forming. are vain.: Be affured that 
your Heart. is not right, that you have not 
been transformed in the inner Man by the Re- 
rewing of your Mind, that you, have. no Part 
in Chriſt. Whatever you may have con- 
ceited from. any, miſtakeh. Applications 0 
the new Gt Character to ourlſelf, 
in the Branches of it which you ee al- 
ready heard, you are entre deceived; 
this one Sin convinces gu, and caſls yo you 
out. Nor cheat Vole. any lon er. into 
a Perſuaſion, that the Sin you Pact iſe is not 
with your Allowance. ' You may ſeem to 
be ſorry for it ; z May, ſtoutly reſolve againſt 
it: But if you "cuſtomarily fa 3 into it again 
and again; plain it is, no C hange hath been 
L 4 wrought. 
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f is! or whoſoever committeth Sin, 1s. a: 

Hevil. But ' whoſoever i is born of God, det! not 


18 0 or 
ind vo Spe Sth aboung 
o 1085 ee 

8 ex And 2 from th E 


commit Sin ; For his Se 
1 cannot In, becaue | e is born " God (e. 
Sur ER me to 15 Vet one \ ord to thoſe, 
who are continuing in the Practice of known 
Sin, and yet make Excuſe, I will ſuppoſe 
No our Sin. fo be Drunkenneſs : And' too much 
| Reaſon I have to ſuppoſe it may. You do 
not get drunk willy you lay you are 
caugb t unadxiſedly. grant all, which yi 
mean ; I allow, that you do not ſet yo 
to get drunk; that you have no prem 
tated Deſign of defying Gov, and 1 


h $, 
(s) 1 John ii. 8, 9. | cours 


777 remaineth in bim; and 


Conſe 


A 


* | 
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yourſelf a Beaſt ; that you do ir not ſeeing 
6Gov's Majeſty juſt before your Eyes, the- 
faming tn, re his Arm — — out 
inſt you, forbidding you and charging 
— A Sek * See thou do 2 
This would be ſinning wilfully, with a Ven- 
geance; and yet this is all you mean, the 
beſt Excuſe you have to plead. No, I ſup - 
poſe you have no ſuch Thoughts as theſe; 
verily, I believe, you have no Deſign to 
offend Gop upon ſuch Occaſions. But 
your Sin is wilful, nevertheleſs. Yon chooſe 
the Glaſs and a Friend. This is the pre- 
nailing Bias with you: This is your Will, 
when you can enjoy it. And doth not that 
laclination lead you into Company ſuited to - 
the Purpoſe, and that Companyinto Exceſs?” 
le is not in any Deſign of being drunk, but 
in your being under the Guidance of this 
bad Inclination, that the Wilfulneſs of your 
Sin conſiſts ; it is becaufe you hearken to it, 
and not to Grace and Conſcience. Confider, . 

if this be not the very Caſe: You are over- 
taken; it makes you uneaſy; you dread the 
1 do I Conſequences which threaten you; you are 
are determined againſt it for the future: And 
you WW yet, by-and by it prevails again. I beſeech 
Jou, why ſo, if your Heart be not deſpe- 
edi · ¶ ntely ſet upon Indulgence, and you cannot 
ting refuſe yourſelf the Gratification which it 
myes? Your Will is ſtill perverſe; and all 
rſelf I the fair Promiſes you make do but ſerve to 


L 5. deceive 
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ceive you. It is eaſy to carry this Remarł 
into any other Sin, which Men repeategly 
fall into, But have inſtanced in the 81 


of Drunkenneſs, becaùuſe of the eſpecial Need 


there is 1 ſhould bear Teſtimony againſt it; 

having Reaſon to believe, that this Way of 
drinking, and repenting of it, (as it will be 
called) is _ Practice of too many among 
you, 


in his Courſe which he /«/pe&s to be fſu 


This will prove a notable Mark of the Dif. 


ference detwenn - renewed and an mee 


Mind. 


ARE; you one of thoſe who go o afiven- 


turoully,” without Fear and Caution; either 
not at all apt to ſuſpect, that there may be Sin 
in many Things you do; or, if you have 


Suſpicion of ſomewhat or other, not altoge- 
provi right, yet pafling it over without feri- 

us Inquiry, as a Thing. of little Conſe- 
8 and what the Generality do not ſlick 


at? Have you ſome ſuſpicious Things in 
your Courſe, which you have not care- 
fully examined, induſtriouſſy turned your 
Thoughts away from an inquiſitive Search 


into them; and ſome, which you ezunge 


perſuade your Conſcience to approve?! Are 


you raſh*and hardy in this Manner, your 


Conſcience not tenderly Swaying you to the 
that your 


Heart is changed; t "mw love Gov, hate 


ſafer Side? You may not thi 


Sin, 


2. Tax: new. Creature bath, not any thing | 
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Sin, and are-more afraid of committing it,. 


ww than of the ſoreſt preſent Evil; the Fear of 
1 doing what is finful, outweighing whatever 
it convenience or Pleaſure the. f ected Action. 
; of could be able to promiſe you. You have no. 
1 be more Pretence to the S1mplicity and godly Sin- 


rity of the new Creature, than the raſh, 


s Fork, who drives his Veſſel forward, with- 
vin out regard to Rocks or Sands that may be 
73 x in her Way, can ſet up for the Title and 


Character of an experienced, cautious, and: 
good Pilot. 9 | D 


Mind. With him the Rule ſtands good, 
whatſoever is not of Faith is Sin (). What- 
ever. he ſuſpects, he ſtops to ſearch it out, 
bringing it to the Law and the Teſtimony : Nor 


feri- ril de, what is not determined to be allows. 
aſe- le. any more than what he perfectly knows. 
lick Ie be wrong, He, doth, not hearken to 
s in Nruples indeed, after faithful Inquiry ; tho? 


he ſtill Keeps his Mind open to better Infor- 
Thing, without Inquiry, Still he keeps on. 
the ſate Side. He cannot clearly determine. 


mot. Nr E Let * 
Are en it: It may be ſinful, for ought he. 
our Nnows; he cannot do amiſs, if he abſtain, 
the Nike a Perſon travelling in a bad or miry 


load, if he fee the Way ſuſpicious at any 
me he turns out of it. Or rather, like 


* Rom. xiv. 23. | 
| L. 6 and, 


; | Mn 
jus the contrary to this, is the Manner 
of one who. is renewed in the Spirit of bis. 


nation: But he dares not do any doubtful 


* — 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
i 
| 
ö 
| 
l 
1 
ö 
if 
' 


may prove injurious to his Maſter's Interef 
3 ſhould he 
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— 


an honeſt Servant, if he ſuſpects any thin 


5 


he avoids it, and would ch 


arge himſelf with 
venture upon 
The new Creature hates Sin with an 
reren ue Hatred, and when! any thing 
looks doubtful; ar ai he knows not what 
to make of it, "whethier it be ſinful or no; 
the ſacred Jealouſy rouſes his Diſguſt, and 
he paſſes 54 on the other Side. Thus he keeps 
his Courſe clear, the Practice of no doubtful 
Thing clogs him ; he ſubmits not, to the 
very Suſpicion. of Evil. He can approach 
in theſe honeſt Sentiments ; © Lord, behold 
thy Servant; thou ſeeſt the Sim plicity of 
my Heart, that I fear aShing, as I do the 
* ending « of thee ; yea, thay ſeeſt that 
« dare not, that I would not, a adventure i into 
<* the leaſt Thing which might diſpleaſc 


e thee. Holy Father, thou haſt taught me 


« to hate all evil Ways; and to the Prail 


of thy Grace I will avouch it, that thou 


« haſt ſet me this Day free from all ſuſpected 
« Exil in my allowed Courſe.” Looking 


. about upon his Buſineſs, his Company, lus 


Amuſements, he can make this Appeal to 
the Searcher of Hearts. And hae how 
will he be diſtin guiſhed from thoſe, who are 
neither apt to ſuſpect any thing, nor to 
heed the Riſings of Suſpicion when the Con- 
ſcience doubts and gives Warning of Sin 


4 3. Tir 
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3. Tu renewed Man keeps from- all 


wedleſs Temptations. By Temptations, I mean 
any thing which may be the Inſtrument of 
leading and drawing into Sin; of ſeducing 
the Heart into Pride and Vanity, into 
Worldly-mindedneſs and Diſhoneſty, into 
Lewdneſs, Drunkenneſs, Gluttony, or Idle- 
neſs. Pride, Worldlineſs, and Luſt, are 
the frong Holds, of Sin: And all that is 
about us, affords continual Matter for in- 
flaming the one and the other within us. 
Eſpecially a 
Eminence of any Sort, and being diſtin- 
guiſhed, perpetual; Hurry of Buſineſs, a 
careleſs Round of Amuſement in the midſt 


of Eaſe; and all theſe. lie on every Hand: 


of us. 5 | . 
Tars the Man, whoſe Soul is faſhioned 
for Heaven, knows; he ſees himſelf ſet in 


the midſt of many Dangers, and is afraid of 


all theſe Things which are in the. World. 
In every Thing he finds. a Snare; and: 
holds off, as well as he may, from whatever 
might corrupt the Purity and Integrity of 
his Heart. He lives at a Diſtance from 
riotous Company and boiſterous Mirth ; 
Paſſes by the Doors of Lewdneſs} nor makes 
the vain Perſon his familiar Friend. He: 
enters into Buſineſs with religious Fear; is: 
content, if he be net rich; if he be, is the 
more afraid; nor will take more upon him, 
than conſiſtently with his greater Intereſts. 


he 


to enſnare the Heart are 


— — — — — _ 
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he can manage. He dothi fiot bit Kimfelf 
looſe in Purſuit of Advancement and Honor 
And he will be cautious in meddlitig with 
Inquiries, which are only curious, He 
will give as little Occaſion to Luſt, or Lope 
of the preſent World, or Vanity, to tak 
Advantage of him, as he pombl can: An 
where ought looks towards Sin, he will not 
needleſly' run upon it. cannot better it. 
luſtrate the Conduct of a good Man With 
regard to Temptations, than by comparing 
him to a fearfal Perfon, confined in a Place 
where ſome peſtilential 'Diſcaſc rages. Suck 
Nl one 
running Hazards; would cantivuſly avoid, 
as much 48 poſſibly he could, the People 
and the Places, which might give him the 
Infection. *He could not be gut of Danger. 
in ſuch a Cireumſtance: No doubt, he miſt 
ſometimes bring himfelf unadviſedly into 
Danger: But it would be his eateſt and 
prevailing Care to keep himſelf from being 
infected. Juſt ſuch another infected Place 


the good Man finds the World to he; ſicx 


witty the Peſtilenee of Sin; and every thing 
which is in it, ſpr eading the Infection to 
thoſe that dwell thereon, He is ſhut up in 


it; he cannot eſcape: But with how moe 
peculiar and incomparable Fear doth he 
walk, becauſe the Diſeaſe which overſpreads 
it, is ſo utterly deadly! He will be as little 


in the Way of the Infection, as it is poſſi — 
An 


u may well think, would: not be 
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Comp: 


And if he be-drawn unwarily into a Temp- 
qa he wall remark 1 it for a future Cau tion. 
, thou Child of Gov, art thou not even 
— fearful of Temptations? Fearful of 
them, becauſe thou feareſt being drawn into 
Sin? Every Day of thy Life ſhall witneſs. 
for thee, that thou daręſt not venture upon; 
needleſs Danger; that as far as may be, 
ind with all the Prudence thou canſt; uſe, 
thou keepeſt thyſelf, from Temptation; liu- 
ing as in a World infected with Sin, Les, 
thou feareſt Temptation, becauſe thou ra 
Sn; becauſe thou haſt taſted the Gall an 4 
Tormwood there is in it; becauſe thou griev- 
elt for the Wounds it gave thy deareſt Lord. 
I this be thy Caſe; how different art; 
thou from what poſſibly thyſelf once Was, 
from what others are! Men, who live in. 
me Midſt of Danger without Fear; adveu- 


ture ever and anon into Temptations ;. nor 


conſider, that theſe are the Doors, by which 
zin gains Admittance: Who ſin, and com-; 
pain of their Weakneſs; and yet ſin again,, 
and are again ſelf-· reproved; but will not, 
woid the Snares by which they fall. © the. 


Infincerity of thele Men, trail. as Water, 4 


d yet abiding reſolutely in Circumſtances, , 
vhere even the Strength and Conſtancy of 
n Apoſtle could not but falter. Alas] my 
kriends, why is the careleſs Perſon your 
Companion ? And. ay are u. cauſeleſly 
3 | to 
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to be found within the Walls, where Debay.. 
chery and Luſt dwell ? Why are you load- 
ing yourſelves with Cares, which you cannot 
manage, and do not need? Why will ye de 
preſſing ſo importunately after Diſtin&ion 
and Preeminence, and Wealth ? Why all 
this, unleſs that ye are poſſeſſed with a ſe. 
cret Craving after preſent Gratification, and 
our Hearts are unacquainted with ſeeking 
after, and Delight in the Lord? But, 

4. Tus true-hearted Chriſtian doth not 
come under the Power of any lawful Thing. 
Hitherto we have ſeen him ſteering 1 
Courſe through what is «n/awfi/, whether: 
Sin tnoton, or Sin opected, or needleſs Temp- 
tation. We muſt fee now, how he orders: 
himſelf in Things lawful, yet capable of 
Abuſe: How wary he is, that they do not 
hurt him; that his Soul receive no Damage, 
in the Uſe he makes of them. 

Ir is a needful, as well as lawful Thing, 
to wear decent and becoming :Apparel;. re« 
quiſite it is, that we take the Refreſhments: 
of Meat;'and Drink, and Sleep; it is allowed, 
that Men may uſe proper Recreations. But, 
according to the Manner of uſing them, 
they become hurtful or not. Eaſy it is to 


ſee, that we may dreſs. vainly; eat, drink, 


and fleep, with Indulgence ; and both for- 
ourſelves, and loſe much Time in Re- 
creation. So that it is a filly, though but 
too common Saying bat Harm. is there in 


fuch 


germ. 9 The Believer @ new Creature. 233 


ſuh 7 hings ? Why truly, none at all in the 
Things themſelues, but a great deal in the 
4byſe of them, or (as the Apoſtle calls it) 
the being brought under the Power of them 
(z). 1f you dreſs beyond your Station, put- 


y all ung up your Heart with Finery ; if you eat 
a ſe- — drink, to the pampering your Body; 
and or ſleep without Moderation, ſtupifying your 
king Soul by ſuch Indulgences; if your Recrea- 
tons diſorder the Frame of your Mind, ren- 
not dring you leſs, inſtead of more fit for the 
ing, more ſerious Offices of Devotion and Buſi- 
1 — neſs: Surely there is /ame Harm in all this; 
ther nd whoever ſhall be in the Uſe of theſe 
mp- kwful Things, in this Manner, to the evi- 
ders dent Hindrance of his Soul, may be aſſured 
e of that he cannot be of the new Creatures Chas 


rater. Nor tell me, theſe are litile Things. 
age, lf they be ſo, and yet you continue enſlaved 
by them, ſo much a ſtronger Evidence they 
ung, become of a cold and unrenewed Heart 
re dwelling in you. In truth, little as they 
ents' May ſeem, they oy your Soul in a ruinous 
ved, tate; yours, and 1 fear ten thouſand others. 
But, Io convince you in a Word (for I muſt not 
em, Way to enlarge) when you will rather indulge 
is to N pourſelf in Bed, than get up, to meet Go 
ink, . Prayer, and to be about your Buſineſs ; 
for- {Wind will be eating and drinking to the full, 
Re- {Wultead of keeping your Body under, and bring- 
but {W's i into Subjeion (5), by a moderate 
(C) 1 Cor. vi. 12. (5) 1 Cor, ix. 5 
iet: 
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Diet: When you are contriving your Dre Ml - © y 
for Vanity, 2 for Uſe an Deceney: t 
When you will uſe thoſe very Reereations MW * | 
which you find by Experience are inconſiſ. t 
ent with a religious Turn of Mind, rendring MW * 2 
you perpetually forgetful and vain : How] Lec 
can you once think, that you mind Things MW ſee 

above, love Gov, delight in keeping h the 

Commandments ; that you are ſeeking he © < 

everlaſting Favour and Preſence through JM © < 

us Chriſt ; that you have the leaſt Reſem-MW p 
blance of a miſerable Sinner, laboring for ſl * £ 

Salvation, and pręſſing after the EY 8 

Bis Calling with Fear and Trembling, left vil © " 

any Means he ſhould come ſhort of it? MM © 
- Heax, how differently the new Creature i © i 

uſes all theſe Things. He ſleeps for Re- ©! 
freſhment only : And when that hath been MW © 
obtained, he bethinks himſelf in ſuch a Way MW © C 

as this. “Away thou Eafe, which wert not WW © 2 

4 made for Man. We muſt be up, my Soul, © © 

to bleſs Gop for the Protection of the © » 

Night; to meet him with our Praiſes in WW fe 

the early Morning, Let us come before E 

* Gov to dreſs thee for the Day ! We have © © 

& precious Hours before us, in which ve dr 

* may not be idle. The Glory of our Gov of h 

cc js intruſted with us, the appointed, Labor ling 

« of Life muſt be gladly maintained. Up 890 

« then, my Soul, and Mk the Protection of % U 

« Heaven for the renewed Day! A Day, a 

8 


&« which if not the laſt we have to on 
4 : cc ye 


% 
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« yet which will bring us ſo much nearer 


« the important Eternity! A Day, for the 
« Uſe of which we ſhall have Need either 
« to rejoice or grieve, when our laſt Sleep 
« approacheth !—He clothes himſelf with 
Decency, and for Convenience. Could you 
ſee his Heart, you might read there, if not 
theſe, yet ſome ſuch ſerious Reflexions: 
« Our Parent was afraid and hid himſelf, be- 
© cauſe he was naked: Why then ſhould we 
pride ourſelves in that, which was only 
given us to cover our Shame! Sin brought 
« Shame into the World; and that Shame 
© made Raiment needful. We can have 
« little Cauſe to boaſt of that, which is the 
* ſtanding Badge of our Reproach and Sin! 


I will put you on to hide the Shame of 
Man; to remind me, that I am a fallen 


Creature. I may not be proud of you: Ve 
% might--have been another's, and not 
* mine: But thankfully according to my, 
Station in Life, I will uſe you as'a De- 
* fence, which God provided for my weak 
* Body againſt the Heat, the Rain, and the 
Cold.“ He eats too, and drinks with Mo- 
deration, to preſerve the Health and Vigor 
of his Body, not to indulge his Palate. Bleſ- 
ling and praiſing God for the Supply of his 
good Things afforded him: he pts the Knife 
to bis Throat, careful that he do not abufe 
the Giver in the Uſe of them; Not ſtupify- 
ing his Senſes, nor injuring his Reaſon, not 

nurling 


nurſing up his Body for Luſt. He would 
not have his Body become leſs ſerviceable, 
by too much or too little Self-denial : But 
keeping a due Mean, that it may be fit for, 
and ſubſervient to, the Purpoſes of the Soul. 
His Recreations alſo, are with much Cn. 
ſultation and Adviſedneſs. Thoſe he chooſes, 
which are jntirely innocent; ſuch as he hath 
proved to be no Way hurtful to the religious 
Frame and Temper of his Soul. He will 
have none of thoſe Amuſements, which ſhall 
engage all his Thaughts long before they 
come, and leave him almoſt incapable of 
Reflexion when they are over; more con- 
fuſed and burdened than they found him. 
Nor will he ſpend much Time in them: 
They are his little Intervals of Relaxation 
from the ſerious and important Affairs of 
Life, that he may return to them again 
with recruited and new Vigour.— Thus he 
uſes theſe lawful Things, becomingly heed- 
ful of them and indifferent to them. And 
hereby as he ſhews an intire e 
from thoſe, who live, as if inade on Purpoſe 
to dreſs, indulge, and ſquander away Time; 

ſo alſo a continual and excellent Teſtimon 
of the more noble and higher Regards which 

poſſeſs his Heart. 
5. To complete the negative Part of this 
Character, as it relates to external Conduct, 
I add in the laſt Place, that he labors to give 
no Offence in any thing. And how great the 
Difference. 
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| Difference here! How clear the moſt con- 
old. Wl vincing Evidences of the renewed and un- 
ble, W changed Heart! While the tender Regard 
But of the one bears an amiable Reſemblance of 
for, WM the Love of Jeſus, and the Indifference of 
oul. WW the other is but too much like the Cruelty - 
n. ef his Enemy. | * ot 
wes, You will not forbear your own Way, to 
th WF pleaſe or profit any: Will not contider your 
ious Conduct, as others are, or may be, aſſected 
will W by it: Nor retrench any thing of your 
hall W Freedom, however much your Neighbour 
they W may be enſnared by the Uſe you make of 
e of your Liberty: You do not trouble yourſelf 
don - to think about other People. Scripture: 
um. bears the ſtrongeſt Teſtimony againſt the 
em: Character, of which you are. If muſt needs 
be that Offences come; but Wo to that Man, 
by whom the Offence cometh, It were better 
for him that a Millſtone were hanged about 
his Neck, and that be were drowned in the” 
Depth of the Sea, than that he ſbould offend 
one of theſe little ones 90 And why ſo, you 
will be apt to ſay? Am I my Brother's 
Keeper (4). I have no Deſign of drawing 
him into Sin. I do not bid him fallow my 
Example: Nor defire that he ſhould en- 
courage himſelf in doing Ill, from the in- 
nocent Freedoms which I take. Nothing 
is farther from my Thoughts, than being a 
(i) Match. xviti. 6, 7. (4) Gen. ir. gs | 
Snare 


1 
N 
1 


- _ — 
— - — — — — 
, 


therefore Ido but follow my own Humor, 


indifferent Matters, why ſhould the Fault 
of others be thus laid at my Door? For the 


— 
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Snare and an Hindrance to others, While Wown 
of T 
dem! 
ppon 
out e 
the L 
abou 
poſſit 
Snare 
may, 
r10us 
have 

Cond 


which every Man hath a Right to do in 


plaineſt Reaſon in the World: Becauſe by 
ſuch a Conduct you give up the Intereſts of 
him, whom you call your Maſter ; evidently 
ſhewing no Concern about his Kingdom 
and Glory; and ſuffering, with much Indi. 
ference, Satan to gain Advantage by your 
means. In truth, no leſs may be ſaid of 
it, you are doing the Work of Satan, how- 


ever little you may deſign it. And judge Fo. 
now in Conſcience, if you» can be the Child Nν 
of Cad. What! a Child ef God, and ſo void ifecti 
of all Zeal for his Honour, that you care not He kt 
though you be the Occaſion, that his Crea- Wi th 
tures, and your Brethren, diſgrace and dif- {Wd fo 
obey. him: A Child of Gop, through 7 tructi 
Cbriſt; and ſo unlike him, through whom Ide le: 
you call Gob your Father, that you will 1 
ind R 


not conſtrain yourſelf in the leaſt Degree, 


to ſave thoſe from Ruin, for whoſe ſake he Hows 


ſhed his moſt valuable Blood! Surely, upon de ſtu 
Reflexion, you cannot believe it yourſelf,- ce 
Nor is it any ſort of Excuſe, that you have ts uf 


Horri. 
ye ſin 
ſenge 
ment 


for J 


no Thought of ſeducing Men into Sin, or 
of hardning them in it. Be it allowed, that 
you have no ſuch Thought: that you do 
but go on your own Way, and follow your 

| | | own 


vn Humon. ITrul the very Tant 
of T Thought., "I Vit the "Nai, Aang Fon: con- 


d U. h 
eng 78 red Das eben * Wk 


upon, a8 L. 

= of k cent | ay. — ſill ienatea From 
by the Life of Cod, that you have no Thought 
$ of ibout the Hurt hk your Copdy, may 
ifly poſſibly, be deins to. oth 112 or about th 

lom: WM Snares, w 9 55 your Uſe of a owed F p06] 'xom 
dif. ray, lead them into. Had you been theſe. 
our tous Character you profeſs, you would both 
of Ilave thought of, and have directed your. 


ow. Conduct accordin gly. . 


8 


dee For it is the new. Creature 8 Manner to 
hils Nuuνα, the Things of others. Godly Zeal and 


-oidg iffectionate Charity, burn in his Breaſt. 
not e knows a thouſand Searchings of Heart, 


rea, Mor the Glory of Gop trod down of Men, 


dif. Wind for 852 many Souls in the Road to De- 
en lruction. He cannot bear there ſhould * 
om Ile leaſt thing in his Conduct which mi 

will Nontrihute to the lamented Scene of Rebellion 
ree, Nad Ruin, which he ſees about him: He 
» he nows not, that there is any ſuch Thing; 

pon Ie ſtudies that there may be none. T 1 


ice of Compaſſion. cries within him, it. 


* ' borr1bly afraid for the U Bo How long, 
that e * Ka / What, till eath, the. Mei- 


* ſenger of the Lord, arreſt you, and Judg- 
ment ſend you into Hell: I am troubled, 
wn or you, my Brethren, Wo is me, for 
* you, 
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its up a ſorrowful W N cem 
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on, and for myfelf! Wo is tte t 
60 ela careleſly contributed 45 
« and made Naur Hands to 90. 
« Forgive me, Children of Wrath , Whom | 
« have either begotteri or nouriſhed! Alas, 
« that I ſflould be your Ruin! How ſhall 
« almoſt endure to hear you fenteticed at 


tt the Judgment? O return unto the Lord, MW. 5 n 
« from whom I bave led you! If I cannot I tot 
« prevail, yet I ſhalt mourn over you, 1 that 
„ will labor to do no more ſuch *** or 
« Wrong ta God and my Brother er, bel 
« O Lord, cut me off in the midft of my ing 
* Days, than leave me to propagate Ini. ws 
* quity. Thou knoweſt, I have this Day, 1＋ 
« through thy Grace, caſt of all Things * 
« which offend ? If any remain, they are 15 
« hid from me. But if ſtill there be with e. 
« me any thing behind, which diſhonors — 
«* thee, or wounds my Neighbour, O take urn 
& it from me. Be it what it will, innocent, wt 
ce pleafing, or uſeful, I yield it up with Joy.” - 
In this Manner he thinks ; and his Condudt poet 
is directed upon tlits Plan. —Noſt convi- yy 
cing to yourſelf will be the faithful Anſwer Fob 
of your Conſcience upon this Point, that By 
you have the Mind of Cbriſt in you. 


Tak E now the Whole together, and fe 
with Self- Application the wide Oppoſition 
between the one and the other, in this g 

tive Deſcription. | 42 


* 
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Tat unrenetwed Man, as he loves Sin at 
the Bottom, ſo when he knows that ſome- 
thing ſinful is in his Practice, is for mak- 
ing Excuſes, will be telling you he is ſorry 
for it, and that it is unadviſedly, or una- 
vyoidably he falls into 45 oo * he is 
not for being /#/picious ; he ſhuts his Eye 
as much as olle he is not 8 
to think there is any thing amiſs with him, 
that this or that Part of his Conduct is ex- 
ceptionable: And if Doubt forces upon him, 
he hath ſome how or other the Art of mak- 
ing himſelf eaſy. He lives in the midſt of 
Temptation ; neither ſees, nor fears, nor 
flies from the Snare; is ſecure in the midſt 
of Danger, and adventures again to the 
Mouth of the Pit into which he before had 
fallen. A ſtrange Faculty he hath of mak- - 
ing — become his Curſe, while he 
turns even Food and Raiment into Indul- 
gence or Vanity. No wonder if he be as 
regardleſs of others, as he is of himſelf: Hg 

es on in his own Way, and if others are 

urt by his Influence, what is that to him ? 
Let them ſee to that—Altogether is not this 
a bad, however common Character ? * 

But the reformed Man is the very Reverſe, 
He doth not chooſe Sin; his Soul abhorrin 
all evil Ways. Accordingly he hath not 1 
one known Sin in his Practice: Be it never 
little. a one ; let Convenience, Pleaſure, 
latereſh Reputation, plead for it as they 
= | M will, 


4 
\ 


* 
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will, he ſpares it not. Nay, but if he do 
but ſuhbe# Sin to be lurking in any Part of 
bis Conduct, (aud apt he is to cen 
while Sin is ſo — and his Heart ſo 
deceitful ;) he ſearches it out, and cle wh 
Hands of Evil without Delay, not ſufferi 
3s. 1 may fay, the Smell of Sin to 5g. = 
JUN, mr daring to act under a doubtful 
f He is as fearful of Temptations, 
as he would be of a Peſtilence, and takes 
as much care, to avoid the one, as he would 
to eſcape the other. With a thankful Mo- 
deratipa he uſes the needful Things of Life; 
treating them as his Servants, and not as 
his Maſters. He hath an heedful Eye to 
others, as well as himſelf; minds — Bro- 
ther's Wealth; endeavours, in all Thin n 
that he be not a Stumbling-block to 
Weak ; and can ſay of himſelf ; in — 
what the Apoſtle ſaith in a particular In- 
ſtance, I wil gat no Fleſh while the Wald 
Handeth, leſt I make my Brother to offend (1), 
— Thus he forbears. þ Hay is not cha n 
an honeſt Carriage? Is not this to act like 
bas born from above? You may deſpiſe ſuch 
a Conduct if you pleaſe, 1 call it What and: 


am 


you will: But I you to fuppreſs that lu 
— Deſire, this Moment riũng within Nive: 
you, that you were * Man. ine. 
8 (/) Cr. vill, „„ yi 


SERMON 


Tha lt, a *. eee, 


IS 
= 


. -v 
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0 , | 
14 


5 5 = Cox. v. 17. 0 be bor 
21 
fy. | Map tein Ori, bes is 4 yew [SIPC 


* ret | . 7171 7 0. J to. . 
HE Penn how before us, is w. pro- 
duce the Rs Part of. tho new Crea- 

e's. Conduct. o in: 

leavvor enter upon ſo: greats Miby; 

vithout calling upon both myſelt and yd 

reflect, that what we ſhall ]’ Hear, 18 

other than the Carriage of Cbriſtiun. 

e ſhall be told, what our Profeſſion de- 

hands of us; hut our eternal Txpectutions 

bſoluteby require atiout Hands / wat che 

mverſal Eye of GD aonfidersd we a 

bong, Wliat Catſe of juſt uthillaution 

my this Repieſen tation miniſter to the mòſt 

103, when they are ledito remember; how 

dike this — Way their Path may 

M 2 have 


\ 


[ ON 


| beſo: Becauſe this is the Sum of the Whole, 


244 The Believer a new Creature. Serm, 10. 


have often been! And what Cauſe too of 
awaketied Fear to that Man, ho ſhall evi. 
dently find from this Deſcription, that his 
Conduct hath never been, nor to this Hour 
is, the Conduct of 4 Chriſtian /- 
- SzzING then nothing can import us more, 
every one of us, let me intreat your Atten. 
tion, Patience, and Self. Inquiry, while 11; 
before yoſi the Plan and Scheme uporwhicl 
"he who is a new Creature acts; the Rule he 
propoſes ; the Way and Manner to which 
e would exactly be conformed, and which 
he induſtriouſly labors to come up to. 

HE lives to the GLoxy Or Gop. This 15 
his Plan; this the Aim he hath in all his 
Conduct. His Labor is, to bring” his 
whole Courſe of Action, every thing he 
doth, great or little, into Conformity with 


this one Rule. When we look at the Pu- 


ticulars of his Converſation, as we,ſhall b 
and by do, all of them will be found draw 
ing this Way, and contracting more anc 
more into this ſhort Compaſs. It muſt need: 


that which includes all: He lives to the 
«: Glary of Gop.” By which I mean} hu 
great View is, fo to frame his Behaviout 
after Gov's Will, that by his Conformi 
to the Divine Pleaſure, Gop may have hi 
juſt and peculiar Honor paid him, of be 
ing ſuch à one's true Lord and — 
v 
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vernor: At the ſame time alſo ſtudying, 

that, as much as in him lies, the Glory of 
God's Dominion may be extended through- 
out the World; his Majeſty be acknow- 
[edged by the general Submiſſion of all his 
reaſonable Creatures; particularly, that the 
Honor and Intereſts of Chriſt's Kingdom. 
may be promoted. Upon this Plan, he often 
reviews his Conduct; « Am I acting like 
« the Servant and Subject of the great — 
« my Maſter and King? Am 1 yielding. 


God that hearty and uilling Obedience | 


« which from the Dependence we have up- 


« on his Power and Majeſty, his Goodneſs 
« and Mercy, his Love, Pity, Patience,, 


« and univerſal Preſence with us, is moſt 


highly his Due? Is my Life ordered, in 
« all Things, as Gop would have it, and 
«in a Way beſt ſuited to promote his Ho- 
nur? Land direct my Steps, as may beſt 
ſerve thy own Glory | Regard not, 
« Gopd'and, King, my Will, and *y Incl 
nation: However contrary to theſe, order 
* all Things to me in that Way which may 
promote The _—_ of thy Name!” Upon 
Occaſion of Diffic ” rial, his greateſt 
Concern is, that the ry of Gop may not 
fulfer Damage; his it Lear; leſt he ould 
bring Diſhonor upon his heavenly King. 
Nothing he ſo frequently aſks himſelf, 
Will this diſhonor Gop? Will not "this 
"tend to his GLory ?”—Nothing grieves 


M 3 him 


1 
— — — —— — —̃ - 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ther gop be honored or diſhonarce by mear 
n ' : eel | . . | 0 
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him / ſo heaptily, 25! the Thamght of having 
brought Diſhondir upon the Divine Govern 
ment: nothing rejoices him ſo much, as tlat 
he hath been able to eſtabliſh it.— The Ap. 
Pearance of diſhonoring Gop, deters him 
from any thing he was about to do: The 
Hope or Profpett of glorifying Gon, docs not 
fail to ĩmpel him to Duty, though it be at te 
Hazard of his Intereſt, Eafe, and Reputation. 
Ir is a noble and generous Way: this: 
at, alas | how rarely to be met with J. The 
of Men is of a different Stamp wrap. 
pe up in themſelves; ſolfiſu, and ſeeking 
thain on Ends. Wo is unto ybu, if ven 
are one of theſt Self-ſeckers. There 19 ma 
a>Man to be met with, upon whom Inter 
may have this Influence to make him honeft; 
who would not for Shame be indecent i What 


widuld the World ſay of him, were h known hi 

to be an Adulterer, a Knave, or à Joe who Occ 
ia drave by the Tran of an After · nechoting i you 
th the Chusch and the Qaſet. H his my Opp 
'be your Caſe: And you in the mean while Chr 
void of al} Concern about God, and. h nitic 
Glory in the Worlil. What matters alb thi, caul 
46 yon have hot the Spirit and Carriage of i and 
Servant of thei moſt hrgh Gum ? If the Glory very 
of your Sovereign Lord and King weiglu Cere 
not with you in ybur Conduct; neither ſtops, 1077 


nor forwards you, in the! Actions of you! 
Life t df you do not ſo muſt as reflect, whe: 
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of your Behaviour? But go on juſt your 
own Way, regardleſs of him ? Truly, in 
ſuch Circumftances, you are living wirhout 
Gor ; free, as it were, and diſcharged from 
his Service; nor can any one be at a wider 
Diſtance than you, from what the Apoſtle | 
injoins us, Whether ye eat, or drint, or 
chatever ye do, do all to the Glory of God (n). 
View yourſelf, and the Chriſtian together. 
He Jefignia Gob's Glory in his general Con- 
duct: To this excellent Principle, you Ive 
an intire Stranger He is apt to examine 
his Conduct in this View: The very Thought 
of ſuch Inquiry never poſſeſſed your Breaſt, 
He ſorely grieves, #f his Sins and Inadver- 
tences have any how diſgraced the Cauſe of 
Gop : Jou can wound Religion, and feel 
nothing: Fear of diſhonoring God cauſes 
him to deliberate' upon every extraordinary 


Occaſion : Your Fear is for yourſelf, how 
you ſhall eſcape Cenfure and Reproa 


k 


dach. The 
Opportunity of bringing Honor to Gov and 
Chriſt gives an Edge to his Zeal : Opportu- 
nities of this Sort paſs by you unſeen, be- 
cauſe all your Zeal is 5 for yourſelf 
and your Intereſts, In truth, are yon not a 
very Gallio, one who with the Shew and 
Ceremony of being a Chriſtian, careth for 
none of theſe Things (n): | 


(% Ads will. 2. 
n Bur, 


(01 Cor. x. 31. 
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Bur, from this genera! Account; I de. 
ſcend'to a more particular Exemplification 
of the Things, wherein he who is a new 
Creature, labors to glorify Gor. I men- 
tion as the moſt material,—*< A due Re. 
« gard to divine Worſhip,—a faithful Di. 
“ ligence in our Calling, —a well ordering 
« ourſelves in the Relations we bear to 
ce others, —a proper Uſe, whether of our ac- 
e cidental or natural Endowments and Abi- 
« lities :”” Which taken together, may give 
a ſufficient View of the Chriſtian's Well. 
doing. 
1. HE who is the new Creature, labors 
to glorify Gop, in a due Regard to Diving 
Wonsntp. This appears to him the moſt 
important Concern 1n Life: He looks upon 
nothing as being of like Moment with 
this. * Accordingly ſhould I tell you, that 
from a deep Senſe of the high Honor the 
Worſhip of Gop admits him to, of the noble 
Privilege he enjoys therein, of the cop 
tion and Neceſſity inviting him to it, he 
' bors to wait upon God in a truly ſpiritual 
Uſe of all his ſacred Appointments ; that he 
peculiarly eſteems the Lord's Day, and re- 
verences thoſe public Ordinances, wherein 
the People of Gop meet together to wor- 
ſhip ; not ſuffering Buſineſs to break in upon 
the ſaczed Hours, nor making the Sabbath 
a Seaſon for Pleaſure, Viſit, and Imperti- 
nence; 
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de- nence; nor (which ought now-a-days much. 
ation Wo be remarked) allowing every little Mat- 
, new ter to keep him from God's Houſe ;: but 
nen- W waiting upon God there, to praiſe, him, and 
| Re. pray unto him, to be inſtructed, and admo- 
Di-. Wiſhed, and enlivened, ſeaſonably, conſtant- 
ering Ny, chearfully, and devoutly: Should ] tell. 
r to you, that he will gladly lay hold of any other 
r ac- Nb pportunity of public worſhipping, nor will. 
Abi- Wh: backward (if he conveniently can) to fave. 
give un hour out of his neceſſary. Buſineſsfor the: 
Nell- Mvcckly Service; or at leaſt, judging that to 
be a better Employment, than to be doing 
Nothing :. Should I ſay, that he allots g due 
Portion of his Time for private Deyotions, ; 
by no Means ſuffering theſe his ſpiritual, 
ind moſt delightful Meals to be neglected, 
or by every thing, and almoſt nothing, in- 
terrupted: Should J add, that he labors to 
have Gop with him, when he hath left his; 
Cloſet zj that he ſtudies to hold an Inter- 
courſe; with him, as the Hours paſs along, 
lifting up his Heart to him in the little In- 
tervals of Buſineſs and Converſation, and: 
returning unto him with pleaſing Medita- 
ton in more vacant Hours: Should I add,, 
that he will he craving the Bleſſing of 
bod upon his neceſſary Food, and thank 


upon ally acknowledging the Divine Bounty for 
bath ie Refreſhments he hath received ;: a. de- 
)erti- cent Act of Family Devotion, growing. un- 
ce; 


albionable and out of Practice, ſince. the 
We | XZ 8. " good: 
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Sern 
good Providence of God in his duly Caro: the g 
oF us hath been · forgotten or. * ov: his C 
ſince it hath been the Cuſtom to he aſhamed Ml that 
of: on, of the G of 6ur Halen, his A 
Should Pſty beyond chis, that he will be. to w: 
take himſelf to Go for Support and Di- while 
vection, when extraordinary Circumſtance N crific 
demand ie; wilt be finding emen GH Praiſe MW Warr 
and Adoration: in basis hin $66 Nature MW woul: 
and Providence; ' which” onally:'come finds 
ir his Way; that very mall 'Thin un- Mind 
worthy of mention, will? be often ling f 
him up to G69: Should I ſet all this toge- to ap] 
ther, as that Regard to Gop, which bur Bu 
holy Worſhipper endeabours to pay it W-] ] do ne 
amount to f more, fhian the varibbs Ex- Neither 
preflions of a thankfuland dependent Mind, lege © 
animated with Impreſſioſi of the divine Near- them, 
nefs' and Preſence, and than what both the Day 
Frecepts and Examples in the Scri Deme 
uncon 
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Wotttip'is not ſo much. a Duty, ah Nhe. 
lege and a Pleaſure; there is Pauſtiag: ui, 
245% 4 Contention tö be Behr kim; to Had 
him always, and not to loſe Sight of bim; 
ever! Hence the turfing of the Heart 0 
him, amidſt the Cares of Lie: Henese the! 
—— upon him, in- the Rated After 
ic and retired Devvrigh?! Andi heube 
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the good Man's Privilege ; ane it is among 
his Griefs that he can enjoy it no better 
that the Culves of bit Lips are ſo ſpirit 
his Affections ſo cold, his Thoughts ſo ap 
to wander. He would forget the World, 
while he is with Go; would have his 92 
criſices without Blemiſh, full of heavenly 
Warmth and uninterrupted Attention; he 
vould, but he attains not all his Deſtre: He 
inds himſelf ſhort of that Collectedneſs of 
Mind, that ſpeaking as to Goo, that wreſt- 
ling for the Bleſſing, where with he wiſhes 
to approach the Throne of Grace: 7 
Bur there are in the World, who 
do not thus walk with Gop; who do nor 
either affe& or exerciſe the glorious Privi- 
lege of Divine Worſhip. Art thou one of 
them, pleaſed with Sunday, becaufe it is thy 
Day ok Viſit, Dreſs, and Idleneſs? Is thy. 
Demeanor at Church thoughtlefs, heedleſs, 
vnconſtramed, as if thou hadſt no Part tes 
bear in the facred Buſineſs there tranſacting 
between Heaven and Earth? Doth Sleep; or 
Buſineſs, or Company, keep thee. thenee ? 
Or, though Opportonity ferves, wilt thou 
not think of coming thither again, till the 
abbath return, as if thou hadſt An 
do with the weetly. Worship; or were pleaſ- 
ed, that the Cuſtom and — of the 
World gave thee a Diſcharge from it? Art 
thou without a conſcientious Regularity in 
private Worſhip, either Wing down and: 
8 riſing 
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riſing up without Prayer, or gladly yield. 
ing to every Interruption of ſecret Exerciſes ? 
Can you feed upon Gop's Creatures without 
Thankfulneſs, and do none of the Things 
of Nature and Providence preſent. him to 
vou? What is this, but to live without God 
in the World? Not actually without him, 
but without regarding him, | 

2. Taz living Member of Chriſt's Body 
labors to glorify Gop, by a faithful Diligence 
in his Calling. And this may be noted, as a 
very conſiderable Branch of true Religion. 
This diſtinguiſhes alſo the new Creature, 
The honeſt Chri/:an labors. in his Calling, 
from a Principle of Conſcience and Submiſ- 
ſion to Gop:: e 90 Gop hath. laid 
it upon Man as a Puniſhment and a Charge, 
In the Sweat of thy Face ſhalt thou eat Bread, till 
thou return unto the Ground (o). He, who is 
the new Creature, is diſtinguiſhed as ſuch by 
nothing more than by his Obedience and 
Endurance herein. Through Conſcience to 
Gov, in Submiſſion to his Appointment, he 
chearfully undertakes his Labor; and in Op- 
poſition to the Strivings of the Fleſh for Eaſe 
and Sloth, diligently continues under the 
Hardſhips of it; in Patience he ſeeks to py 
Y his Soul, though Diſappointments thwart 
him; and in Quietneſs he waits upon the good 
Providence of Gop for the needful Bleſſing 
vpon the Work of his Hands, thankfully 


90 Gen. iii. 19. 


acknowe« 
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acknowledging the divine Bounty inbeſtow- 
ing it upon him. He is true and juſt in all 
his Dealings ; yet it is not his Honeſty, but 
the Eye he hath to Gop in his Labour, en- 
aging him with Submiſſiveneſs, Diligence, 
heartulneſs, and Patience to go through 
with it, which proves him to be of a ſound 
Mind. In Obedience to Gop's Will, he ſets 
himſelf to his daily Taſk. © Here, he ſays, 
« Gop would have me be; this he would 
« have me doing; this is my very Buſineſs, 
« by his Appointment. And my Buſineſs 
« is honorable: It is the Service of Gop, 
« Delightful alſo is this my Employment; 
« a thouſand Bleſſings attend me in it. Thus 
« employed, my Conſcience is eaſy. Thus 
« employed, I know no anxious Fears of 
« Want, Thus employed, Temptations, 
« which might ſeduce me in an idle Hour, 
are away. Thus employed, I could gladly 
« wait in the Service of my Go, till he 
e change my Place, till he remove me to 
« 2 Service above. He is pleaſed, you 
ſee, with his Place and his Station; and 
he makes as much Conſcience to be at his 
Work, as at proper Times to be at his Ne- 
votions. For, truly, he doth not labor be- 
cauſe he cannot avoid it; but: becauſe Gop 


requires him to do it. 


He is faithful, as to Goo ſo to Man alſo, 
in his Calling. He renders to every 7 


f 
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that which is due. If his Time; Ability, 
and Labor be hired; he carefully pays, what 
his Neighbour hath a juſt Right to; and 
nt” with Eye-Service, but in Sing ſeneſ of 
Fleart, fearing God, is conſeientious to give 
him his T. ime, and Ability, - and Labor. 
Or, if he lives in a Station more enlarged; 
ll a ſincere Chriſtian acts a like Part, aul 
judges himfelf under as great am Obligation 
to fill up his Time in a uſeful Diligence; 
He owes, he thinks, to the Public, what a 
Servant does to a particular Maſter; the 
Werld makes the fame Demand upon his 
Laber, Ability, and Time; nor ean he 
fail to-employ them uſefully, without do- 
ing juſt ſuch another Injury to the whole 
of Men, as the ſlothful Servant would 
in his Caſe do to one Particular. 
Hs finds too, that the various Objects of 
Compaffon have a reaſonable Demand to 
mu ke upon his Time and Abilities; not re- 
gardleſs of the Wants of the Poor; the Piſ. 
treſſed, the Ignorant, of thoſe that are op- 
prefled; and thoſe that are ſick, he feels their 
Complaints. - He feels their piteeus Cries; 
tke Cry of the Poor for Relief, the Cry of 
the Diſtreſſed for Comfort, the Cry of: the 
rant for Inſtruction, the Cry of the Op- 
preſſed for. Reſcue, the Cry of the Sick ſor 
1. Ph yiictary, He hears their united Cry; 


aller for- us:? Ard -havors, working that 
which 
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which: is good; bat he. _ haut gw _ 
him — ( 5 
— Mhaſoumy ns Vip 
« and. thus I labori:?.l-am trady- ic to think, 
you vauld ga n your Way rejoicing. Where 
a8, if you are idle, and do litrle er nothing; 
either imagining you have nothiag to do, 
or only ſo much as may be needful to ſug - 
ply your on Neceſſities; you have fongot- 
ten, or neuer known, that you have Chriſt 
2 Maſter i Heaven, and Brethren upon 
Earth, both demanding your! induſtrions 
Labor. Or, if you have not Canfeience to- 
wards Go in your C > but work merelyl 
for the World ; be induſtrious and honeſt: 
too, as you willy neither you Induſtry nor 
Honeſty beſpeale you approved before Gon. 
Such 5 and ſuch an luduſtry, prove; 
vou a Child of this World: See, how you 
cöffer from the living Member of br ls 
Body. He labors; perhaps you'aze indalent: 
Or if not, he lahors in Suhmi an to Gep's 
Will and Appointment{z youw only ſeek your 
own Intereſt, in it. I will ſuppaſe bark el 
you induſtrious; but your Indunſtry is ſelf . 
'h, it hath little Reſpect unto othens ; his) 
18 Charite it means the Poor and the 
Diſtreſſed; as weld as himfrif. Witli all un 
Honeſty, you look not abevg the W, ? 
im all ae 1.9144 | 
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3. He who is a _new Creature, ſtudies to Ml who 
lorify Gop, in the Relation he bears to others, WM ur 
ſhall not be able to enter largely into the the 1 
Particulars. This only:I ſay, that whether static 
he be a Son, a Servant, or a Subject; whe- MW ve ar 
ther a Maſter, or Father; whether a Mi- Wi: C/ 
niſter, or one intruſted with the Education WW whicl 
of Children; or whether a Magiſtrate, in W to g1\ 
an higher or lower Rank; he hath peculiar, MW whole 
Regard to that Relation; reckoning, that {our R 
both Gop's Honor, and the Acceptance of I hip; 
his Work at the Day of Trial, do mainly de- our B. 
pend upon his Diligence and Faithfulneſs in Ac 
it. If he be a Parent, his Endeavour is ſo Magi 
to take Care of his own, that he may ſtand M{nakin 
before Chrift with this comfortable Word in Ile be 
his Mouth, Behold, I and the Children, whom Iiitage, 
the Lord hath given me (q). If he be a Mi- if hel 
niſter; the awful Command, Feed my Lambs Won the 


(r), conſtrains him, above all Things, to {Burde! 
give himſelf wholly unto them; that his Thar 45 ther 
ihg may appear to the ſaving of himſelf, and them i! 
them that bim (s). If a Magiſtrate; he ho w 
doth not bear the Sword in vain (t), but with Find in 
Reſolution and 87, eta executes his ervan 
Commiſſion, to the Puniſhment of evil Deers, Might o 
and to the Praiſe of them that do well. If he Way: 
act · in an inferior Relation, be a Son or a Ser Mpcrvert 
vant ; he forgets not that quiet Submiſſion, Io Rel: 


which God hath injoined upon him; nor, I mint 


Im. vil, 18. en even to 
9 Tim. iv. Is, 16. | 0 1 » Xlil, 4 
n . b 6 
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who it is that hath commanded him to ho- 
nur his Father and Mother. To diſcharge 


the Duties of his Station, whatever that 
Station be, is his ſingular Care. While, 


we are Members one of another, he who is 
in Chriſt, will labor to give that Supply, 
which 18 required 1n the Relation he bears, 
to give, whether Beauty or Strength, tothe 
whole Body. To act otherwiſe, to diſregard 
our Relation, is to diſavow ſuch Member- 
ſhip; to diſown Union with our Head, and 
our Brethren. : + | 
AccoRDINGLY, if a Man be an haughty 
Magiſtrate, puffed up with Power, and 
making Men now who he is, as we ſay; if 
he be a Miniſter, lording it over God's He- 
ntage, feeding himſelf rather than the Flock; 
if he be one of thoſe Parents, who look up- 
on their Children as their Property or their 
Burden, and regard them no farther, than 
s themſelves may be benefited or hurt by 
them in their worldly Concerns; or of thoſe, 
who with wicked Fondneſs indulge them in 
and into Vice; if he be an idle, unfaithful 
Servant, or a ſtubborn, rebellious Child, who, 
nght or. wrong, muſt have his Humor and 
Way: If in his Relation -to others, he be 
perverſe and ſelfiſh ; ſure I am, he can bear. 
no Relation to Chriſt Jeſus, who came not to 
le miniſtred unto, but to miniſter ; yea, and 
eyen to give his Life a Ranſom for many (u). 
(2) Matt. xx. 28. a 
4» Tas 
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4. Taz acoidental | Endowments which he 
potſetſes, are devoted to Gop and his Glory, 
Holineſs de be Lord is written upon every 
one of them. This Chriſtian is a complete 
Character. He is not like a Tree which 
produces Fruit upon a Branch or twe: How. 
ever, low his Growth, yet every where he is 
fruitful. What hath the Lord given to him 
of Money, Learning, Inftaence ? In theſe, 
be they more or lefs, he labors to ſerve Gov; 
and wifhes to the Will of his hes 
venly Father, in the Ufe he makes cf them 


not eſteem | theſe as his Gift unto thee, 
as the Talents with with he::mrufs thee? 
Duſt thou not eſteem them, becauſe they 
enable-thee' to do Gov and tiry Neighboyr 
Service? (And. poffeſs them 2 
Diſtruſt of thyſclf, leſt thou be 
found unfaithful and injurious, mm ru 
Abuſe of them? How vain 3 

Eye, but to ſupply thy Needs, to help for- 
ward a religious Work, to ſuceour thoſe 
who are in Diſtreſs What Account doſ 
thou make of thy Learning, beyond the De- 
fence of — and the 2 of the 
Iznorant? And haſt thou Influence to any 
other Ends, but to add Weight and Conn- 


Diviſions, to eſtabliſh Peace, and ſpread 
Happineſs among thoſe who are about 


— The humble Chriſtian knows no Value 
in 


in theſe Things, - beybind this: Nor wil al- 
low his Rae to grow vain upon ſuch 
tinctions, however much his depra ved Na- 
ture would needs be boaſting upon them, 
and however proud the World is of them. 
Bur if; without any 
ledgment of God's Hand in theſe: Matters, 


you are ſecretly' puffed up becauſe: of your | 


Influence, Learning, and J Wealth arid. 
dawn, out of your vain; Heart, with. à Sort 
of Scorn and Contempt on leſs N who 
are poorer, more ignorant, or Notice 
in the} World than 3 If yu | uſe 


theſe Abilities, Which you ok, 
rotringabout your 


to your on Glory 
4 ſerve the Purpoſes — idle Grandeur 


own! — — 


m_— Df Gorts Providetcer is unmerci 
and beyond Meafard Kniededrapt to the e 
dent · Ijury 
tave' they 2 Title to, your Libera: H 
you-affedt a Character in the World, becauſe 
of your Learning and Knowtedge, and whale 
you would have us; admire your Abilities, 
and at your: Parts, care not that we 
are nothing tlie better for all youviSkill : If 
you uſe your Inffuence to keep the little 


World under vou; not to be come near to, 


impericus: and terrible to thoſe who d 
pany you; or priding yourſelf in the C 
N pay” ae treat them with an 
affected 


humble ArkndwW- 


rag tral 
Exceſs; or, through a Dil- 


of thaſe, who as they need, ſo 
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affected Low lineſz and falſe-hearted Compli. 
ment: If ſuch be the Eſtimation and Uſe 
you make of thoſe accidental Endowment, 
which diſtinguiſh you, more or leſs, from 
= Neighbours; very £6 wor it is, that you 
ide your Talent in the Earth, that youlabor 
not your Lord ſhall be benefited: by it; and 
therefore that you are no Servant of his, 
5. In the natural Gifts, which Gop hath 
endowed him with, he labors to ſerve God, 
There is evidently in one Man, more than 
another; a Quickneſs of Parts, a Soundneſs 
er e and a retentive Memory. Con. 
a — uently, ſome are peculiarly qualified for 
1 udn; gain Attention, —— Re- 
ſpect, and are received with a kind of Reve- 
rence, as they converſe with others. The 
leſs diſtingu ihed hold ſuch in Admiration, 
pay — a peculiar Deference, and are ea. 
nily ſwayed into their Manner and Way. For 
it is the Man of Parts, rather than the Man 
of Station, Wealth, or Learning, that direct; 
the World. Experience teaches, how much 
Weight ſuch providential Diſtinctions give; 
and how much thoſe, who are ſo raiſed above 
the Level of common Senſe, may 
A ſuperior Influence attends = which 
every one feels himſelf. poſſeſſed of, or ſub- 
mits to, as he is, or is not, of the Number 
of thoſe, whoſe Faculties the diſtributive 
Wiſdom of Gop hath peculiarly adorned. 


We "on ſee the Thing in the — Uſe 
which 
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which is every where made of it. Is there 
not in every Circle of Friends a certain Lead · 
er, whoſe Office it is, for the moſt part, to 
give Countenance to Vice, and to laugh out 
of Countenance the firſt Attempt any of 
them ſhall make to eſcape from the Practices 
of Iniquity ? His Parts have ſet him up in 
this Office ; wherein he directs with all the 
Infolence ob Pride; giving out his Deter- 
minations, which they dare not diſpute, and 
muſt ſubmit to, upon Pain of his Diſplea- 
ſure, or of being made the immediate Ob- 
jets of Ridicule. Here the Power of ſu- 
perior Talents is ſeen and felt, however bale- 
ful the Influence of them be; however the 
Man of Senſe becomes a Factor for Satan, 
and ſupports the horrid Rebellion, which 
hath been raiſed, and is maintained againſt 
DU ane | 
Bor when fine Parts are turned the other 
Way, what Grace and Ornament do they 
add to the whole Man]! What Amiableneis 
do they give to his religious Behaviour, 
what Sweetneſs to his Chriſtian Severity! 
How is he peculiarly qualified to become 
all Things to all Men, to adorn the Doctrine 
of God our Saviour in all Things ' How 
enabled to perſuade and to prevail; with. 
honeſt Art to inſinuate the Love of the 
Truth into the Thoughtleſs, and to ſuppreſs 
the Inſolence of that Mouth, which is given 
to blaſpheme! And all this Ability the — 4 


— 


— — Cretan G 


hearted C hriſtian lays: out in the facred Cauſe 
of his Maſter, Is he mote'ditinguiſhed? 
He is alſo: ſern 4 more eminent Advocate 
un, ee. _ ———— 
anity: Becai 8 8, and in al Thing 
— to — | Glor 9 
Sar now:. Are vou, or (Which amounts 
to . —— Ing e 
us) do udge yourſelf to be one, 
Parts have raiſed you Pad of Diſtinc. 
tion f iAnHü d you give; y 
_ which Jeſur hath credted ; ſeeking ſup: 
port, countenance, and enlarge it, as far 28 
that Influence and Weight reaches ? This'is 
the Manner withour "Queſt nz of him) Mithii 
who-loves:the Lord Fefts in Sincerity, 'Or ars Nahe 
e de fen mal, Vanity; as you G Ncorrufr 
ys by Parts? Do you make no beer ave to 
of your Eminence, than to ride in Triump 
ting / your” laviſh Friends' after yo 0 1 
yourPleaſure? While obe 
ſo —— Power to direct. hat Goh no Part 


ih your Man: of others? Remem - 
ber the Caſe of When he ſat upon his 
Throne and made an Oration ;\ The 5 


ſhouted with à greut Shout, is the 
lice of 1 God; S e heb 


mediately the Angel of the Lord note bim, b« 
— gave not God the Glory: And be dla 
eulen orm, and gave up the Ghuft” v9) 
(* Acts xii, 22, 23. If 
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If that Man was the A Ga, moms | 


"1 To;coneludes: let us reflect together vpon 
che Character we have been deſeribin — 
at leaſt we may approve it, and pay E 
to the Goſpel and race of _ Lord 7040 | 
Chriſt, which is able to beget ſo able 
Creature among the fallen degenerate Race 

of Men: A Perſon devoted to the Service 
of his Creator, whole Soul is raiſed to nearer 
Views of the almighty,. gracious; omnipre- 
bet Tau all — * erin 
him in y Dependence, pays- 
continually the juſteſt Homage of bumble 


EEE r 


110 Adoration OED ul Praiſe: A Man, ſo 
oe) Miithfol to the Fruſt put into his Hang, 28 


is either to be tired out of. it:by-Fatigue, por 
corrupted in it hy Intereſt: One nicelyatten- 
tive to diſcharge his relative Duties, a kind, 
yet immoveable Superior, a meek and honeſt 
Inferior : A Man above the ſelfiſh: uſe of 
Wealth, Learning, and-Influence; evidently 
poſſeſſed of them = the Honor of his:Gop, 
ad the Welfare of his Neighbours: Poſ- 
ibly a Man of Parts too: diſtinguiſhed; but 
dot preſuming; eminent, but not haughty; 
with whom the Ignorant may converſe with 
hut Fear, and from whom none thall depart 
vithout Fleaſure and Advantage. 
Tuts is the Believer, the true Biſciple uf 
tie bleſſed gar, Imay venture to challenge 
the World for ſuch — lovely W 28 


— — 
——— — — — 3 — 
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| not, ye will not. Cannot, becauſe of the 


' Manners of your Acquaintance; regardleſs 


Law ye are ſetting at nought ; he is hor- 


o \ Ko | Ls 


this Chriſtian. And O chat I could ſay to evety 
one of you, Thou art the Man / But, for the 
moſt part, ye cannot, ye muſt not, ye dare 


Pride and Unbelief of your Hearts; muſt 
not, becauſe your Father the Devil will not 
allow you; dare not, becauſe of your In. 


tereſts, and of the Concern you feel about 


your worldly Reputation; will not, be- 
cauſe of your Luſts. And therefore, what, 


for the'moſt part, are-ye? Chriſtians indeed 
by Name: But in Practice, living without 


Gov, and without Worſhip ; either idle, or 
ſelfiſhly buſy ; haughty Superiors, or ſtub- 
born Inferiors ; vain of your Diſtinction 
among your Neighbours, yet bound to the 


of Gop and Man, as of yourſelf ; whether 
among them you are the Voice and the 
Leader; or whether the Slave, who dare 
not claim the Right of your own Liberty, 
and your own Conſcience. Alas, Sirs, the 
Chrifian, deſpiſe him as you will, pities you, 
I ſay again, he pities you: Becauſe he ſees 
you are, and will be ſo miſerable, when ye 
might through Grace be ſo bleſſed, happ 
now, and bleſſed for ever. His Eyes 

out with Water for the Honor of God' 


ribly afraid for you, the Objects quickly of 
unavoidable Vengeance. But theſe Things art 
hid from your Eyes. Beth. 4 
| id . SERMON 
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We are entred upon another Fear. Life 
ſtands not ſtill; no, nor the State of A, 


Souls: A la Portion is 2 8 
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and makes us feel the Neceflity of with. 


raving” our Affections from a World, we 
find ſo haſtily paſſing away from us. 
'Txy then, my Friends, what Treafures 


for Heaven, ye have laid up, . * the ha 


5 now gone by. 
ave we made of 7 much * uable Time 


We have not been ſuch Spendthrifts, 2s to 
how andered a whole, Lear; we. Te not 
at farther Diſtance from Gop, I would hope, 
| 1 e Tears of Jeſus were not ſo ſhed in vain: 
His Lamentation over ruinous Souls, which 
introduced the laſt Year, hath not been ſo 
unheard, that again with louder Cry, and 
more bitter Tears, he hath need to lift up 
his Voice of Love and Importunity ;' 0 tha 
thou hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt in this 
thy Day, the Thi s which "belong: unto. 25 
Peace (y). But 2 ſuffers us ſtill; 
another Year, he ſpares us. And AS 
Nay, but ſeriouſly conſider, one and ano» 
ther, aby Gop * upholds us in Life, 
It is (you cannot but ſay) for his Name's 
< Sake, Tor my Soul's Sake, for the Sake 
ce of Eternity, that I am ſtill, in the Land of 
cc the Living. For this Cauſe, another Race 
«© of Mor s is riſen upon me.“ My Bre- 
br ag in this View, ye do well to congraty- 

e another upon the new Year, and to 
6 your Wiſhes, of mn | Hanne 
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And I, my Wiſh and Prayer for you all i-; 4 
« Gop vouchſafe you his Grace, that in this 


« happy Year ye may be: clothed tut the 


« Garments of Salvation: That thoſe who 
« are afleep, may be awakened ;; the Weak: -. 
« among you, ſtrengthened; and the Strong, 


« built up: That Faith and Love, and 


« Zeal, and Charity, may come and dwell- . 


« abundantly in all our Hearts: That, ere 
« the Year return, we may be all zew: 


Creatures. O, my the Angels of Gop 
rejoicing in us! May: *' 
the powerful Influences of the Spirit carry 


ſo have great Cauſe o 


into your Hearts the Addreſs I am about to 


make you, cauſing it to be fruitful in you all 
Or haſt Diſcourſe finiſhed the Deſerip- 
tion propoſed :. And I might then have done 


with the whole Subject; but I could not 


* 


part with you ſo eaſily. I know, that Ne- 


celſity is laid upon me (2) ; how I am charged 


to preach Chrift unto you, the Hope Glory; 
3 Man, and teaching every Man 


in all 


labor, ſtriving accor 


i/dom, that we may preſent every Mas 
perfect. in Chriſt e. 2 T alſo 
ing to his Working (a) 


| determined therefore to detain you, yet 


once more; · to enter into ſerious Expoſtula- 


tion with the carele/s Sinner, and the formal 
Profeſſor, and to addreſß a Word of Advice 


to the real Cbriſtian, who hath Cbriſt living 


L R 
(z) 1 Cor. ix, 16. (a) Col. I. 27, 28, 28. 
| N 2 5 
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Bor who am 1; to rouſe the corele/t Sin. 
ner; the Nan ar Ein Zion; to open the 
Eyes of the Format, thuſe Eyes Which will 
not ſee; or tu direct the gteps uf the Child 
of Gob ? Ye rcbonpbity Sinners, who wolt 
i ite Vanity of 'your Minds, by what Way 
ſhall I be able to veach your ſtubborn Hbarts, 
which have hitherto ſtood Prodf againſt 24+ 
Terror the Loyd, whereby I have ſo oſton, 
and ſo freely, labored to perſuade you 
Which as yet have been untouched by all 
the Conſiderations of Death, Eternity, and 
A Ju ment Day in all its awful Bolemnities, 

whereby you have been importunately dealt 
With; which have never felt the leaſt eon- 
ſtraining Influence, from all the rich Trea- 
ſures of Chriſt diſplayed before-you ? How 
ſhall I impreſs upon you the genſe of that 
Danger, wherein ye indeed live, being un- 
fearful Curſe of the Law; which only 


der 
is not executed, becauſe the moſt merciſul 
God is not willing to eonſume you, becauſe 
55 


you % nee? Ye formal Profofſe) 
the Pharifres of the Day, wherewith wil y 
be prevailed upon to renounce your moſt 
deſtruftive Se Depetidence, to tand upon 
the Level with Pablicant, and to ſue for 
Merry as well as they ? How ſlall I demo- 
lik that airy Bullding, Which your proud 
Hearts have raiſed, which ſeems to you's 
goodly and ſo faftly founded, an 

2 tune 


* | tp 
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the Approach of Death will make to totter 
and diſſalye, and the Day of Chrif will prove 
to the aſſembled World. to be Vanity 7 
And ye, now Creatures, who live by the 
Faith of the Son of God; to adviſe you of 
your Work, to aym you with Cautions, and 
to ſupply you with eyery ugedfyl Direction; 
22 97 ſay, Who is ſufficient far theſe 
bings (bt A 
Ko ow, careleſs Sinners, we ſhoyld have 
no Boldneſy to ſpeak unto you, but that 
the Lord hath promiſed to mate his Word in 
r Mouths Fire, end this People Wood, and 
it ſhould devoyr them (c). We ſhould have no 
Hope in 10 to you any more, (ſo heed- 
leſs, fo handned ye are!) were not che Herd 
.of God pouriſui aud ſharp, piercing aver. tothe 
arviding qſunder of Soul and Spirit, and of the 
Joints and Marrow (d). Tired, with calling 
to you in vain, we 4 uld be ready ta-ſay- 
with Jeremiah, J will not make mention. of 
Vim, nor ſhoe more in his Name (6) 
But while ue hold, aur Peace from Good, our 
: Sorrow is ſtirred (/); we are full of Matter; 
the Spirit within us conſirameth us (g) ; we 
cannot but ſpeak; we would needs deliver 

pour Souls; we muſt deliver our own. © 


(3) 2 Cor. ii. 16. | (c) Jerem. v. is {09 
(4) Heb. iv. 12. (e) Jerem. xx. g. 
Y Pfal. xxxix. 2. Ig) Job xxx. 18. 
| S S337 4 
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' TorxAx now to the thoughtleſs Tribe; 1 
fear to very many of you: To you, unre. 
newed in the Spirit of your Mind, and yet 
Who have been hearing, with the "coldeſt 
Diſregard, that Character ſet forth, which 
ſhould be yours, but is not, no not in the 
leaſt Paticular: Who may, perhaps, have 
been moved, at one Time and another, to 
form ſome haſty Purpoſes, which, through 
'the Vanity of your Minds, the' next Hour 
Hath carried away. You eu, that you 
live in danger of inſtant, everlaſting Ruin; 
but you ee it not. Ah, that you did! 
O, that this Word might reach your Heart 
"You acknowledge, that you are no new Crea- 
-Zure. Do but conſider, what it is you own, 
when you ſay ſo. You own, that you are 
not in Chriſt. And if not in Chrift, it is no 
'eaſy Matter to deſcribe the Sinfulneſs, or 
the Danger, wherein you live. You are 
not in Chriſt; you abide therefore daily in a 
State of Enmity againſt God your Maker, re- 
belling againſt his Government, and m_ 
ing his Right of Dian you as he will; 
-a continual Diſhonorer of his great Name, 
bidding Defiance to his Juſtice, and diſre- 

rding his eternal Might. Gop's hourly 

ounties do not move you to Gratitude, 
nor his Forbearance melt you into any Re- 
-lenting. Mercy calls upon you, the Blood 


of Chriſt crics after you, in vain : or 
| car 


, 
Ts 


z 
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hear not, you deſpiſe the Offers of Mercy, 
you tread under Nuo the Son f Cod. And if 
ſuch be your State, can you ſedately approve 
it ? Or, muſt, you not be living in the moſt 
imminent Danger? Come: ſay, what you 
yourlelf think of it. You; tremble at the 
very Thought of a departing Hour: Lou 
| find yourſelf not ready. Vou would not 
die, as you liue for the Univerſe. Should 
your Soul this Night be required; own; how 
gladly you would wiſh, Death might put an 
utter End to your Being. For, how terrible 
are your Proſpects beyond the Gravel Shauld 
this. Night be your laſt, in what State would 
your Soul be to-morrow ! A gloomy, .dife 
conſolate Spirit, gnawed by Self- reflection; i 
torn by impotent Rage and Malice againſt 4 
the Arm of - Gop,.. and. deſperate to all 
Hope; pining under preſent Miſery; and 
waiting, with terrible Expectation, the Ap- 
proach of the illuſtrious Day f the + Lord, 
when he Hall come in the Glory of bis Father, 
to execute complete Vengeance upon all thoſe 
who know not God, and obey not the Goſpel of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt (H). Yes, impenitent 
Sinner, you own: that ſuch as you ſhall 
be met with by a rare and unheard-of Ven- 
geance,, when the awakening Voice of the | 
Trumpet ſhall have raiſed your unchilling 

Body — its Duſt, when you ſhall be haled 
| (b) 2 Thefl. i. 8. 
n | - N4 to 
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to an unavoidable t,. behold" che 
Frowns of the e and hear the 
. l upon you, 

incomparably more terrifying, than even a 
World diſſolving in Flames, about, above, 
and under you. + Tou own, that fikeh, as 
you now are, \Ged will not ſpare, 'Feſus will 
not pity, Sutan and Hell muſt ſeize and 
1watiow up for- ever. . But ſtop, (you have 
been ready to ſay a while) I do not 
own this; 1 cannot think myfelf the ſinful 
% Wretch yon make me,; I ſhall not inhe- 
e rit all -theſe Terrors.“ Alas! here lies 
the Miſhicf,: you know not your Wioked- 
© neſs, you feel Ak. your Miley wo; — 


will hope; you d at aft 


. uading myſelf, you Fay 0 oor. now ſome 
ncern about your Soul. Leu dare not 
% the Charge: But dare you dum it! 
forth. ay; Pleas and Excuſes I in- 
r g but a fair Heating 
heat Frog Confetence M ſpeuk 
He Treks yew will aer N; will accuſe, 
and condem you, more than I have done. 
But, whether you will bear os forbear, I am 
commanded to tell you; that God will nos be 
mocked G5. And e ye, your on felves, 
it 1 ee hing, 5 Gop thould 
8 ROY Son, to ſave and bring yu to 
Gry nad you will give him ne Heed; 


(5). Get, 1. 7. re 
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Life (6)? No; Goo muſt c to 
your Terms; leave you to the E 


. o the Eagayment of 
your Luſts, while you live; and then give 
you Heaven afterwards: On no other Con 
dition, will ye bearken unto ham. 
Bur, Sinner, you dare not leave Things, 
as they now are with yon, your Soul. in 
ſuch rainous Circumſtances. 88 
will he doing, what you have often ineſſec : 
tually done already; will be reſolving hon 
Amendment, that you will make your Honey | 
with God, before you die. Under the Views 
have now brought before you, Copiczence 
will not he eaſy, without fame ſuch quuet- 
ing Reſolution. - But, may 1 preſume. 46 
ak, when is this Work of Hamiliation and 
Repentance to begin? Yau will nut be de- 
laying it, I hope, to a Day at an unreaſon- 
able Diſtance; nor that ſo late, that yen 
ſhall not have Leiſure for ſo great a Wark 
Let me ſuppoſe then, you are refolving 
upon it, within the Return of ais Year; Lou 
judge, it may be done in theſe Months; 
though you cannot immediately ſet about it. X 
I have one Word to objed to your Scheme: 
Shew me your Grant from Heaven; leck 
me read your Name in the Liſt of thaſe, who- 
ſhall fee the End of this Lear; and with 
your Grant of Grace, to put your preſent 
f (4) John v. 144%ꝙ. 
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Reſolutions in Practice, at the Time you ce 
now aſſign for it. Vou can produce no ſuch be 
Thing ; but I can bring forth much to the . 
contrary. I can ſhew you the Graves of i ©! 


thoſe, who have died among us in the Year 
paſt, as young, and as ſtrong; as yourſelf. V 
I can read to you, if need be, abundance of ec 


Paſſages in Scripture, which leave you ut- m 
terly unaſſured of a Day. I can tell you, I. 
there is not one Word in the whole Bible, re 
which promiſes you Grace hereafter, if you na 
refuſe the Offer now given you. You ſhould Im 
not talk therefore of ſetting about this great in 


Concern a Year, a Month, a Day hence: He 
If you think of. ſo ſhort a Delay as To D1 


morrow, 1 will venture to aſſure you before- GC 
hand, that it is not to be expected To-mor- be 
row you will do it, if that To-morrow riſes fail 


upon you. No; To-day, this very Day, if no! 
' you will hear God's Voice, barden not your Gr 
Heart (I). Behold now is the accepted Time, nel 


Sehold now is the Day of Salvation (m). ma 
I xnow not how to leave you in ſuch Ch 
Diſtreſs. Yet one Word more. Lou are te 
net the new Creature, If you die as you wh 
are, immenſe Ruin is upon you. O, what you 
will you think of it an Hour after you are to.( 


dead! Speak no more of Delays. What oft 
can poſſibly delay you? What mighty Con- 2 


00 Heb, i. 7. e) 2 Cor. vi. 2. 
| cern 


mY ay . 
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cern have you upon your Hands, which is 
better than Heaven; Which is worth all 
your endleſs Sufferings in Hell? The Ruin 
of your Houſe, your Family, your: For- 
tune; what Trifles, in aof theſel 


What engages you this Night, which is of - 


equal Importance with your Soul? Why 
may not this Evening be given to Enquiryt - 
Iwill hope it ſhall. And when you are 
retired for this Purpoſe, deal fairly; let eten- 


nal Things have their proper Weight; and 


impartially conſider the Condition you are 
in. Impreſſed as you now are, one ſerious 
Hour may be ſignally bleſſed. Take the 
Divine Grace to your Aſſiſtance: O, may 
God largely beſtow it upon you Nou will 
be aſſiſted by the united Supplications of all 
faithful Souls. Les, ye true Diſciples, fail 
not this Day to be inſtant at the Throne of 
Grace, for theſe your Brethren; ſtriye ear- 
neſtly in your Prayers for them, that they 
may awake cut r their Sleep, . that their 
Chains may be broken, and they brought 
to rejoice with you in the glorious Liberty, - 
wherewith Chriſt bath made us free (n). Ad 
you, Sinners, O may you date your Return 
to.Gop from this Day !. O that the Entrance 
of this Year, may introduce you into the ever. 
_ | Kingdan of our Lord and Saviaur Jeſus 
ood 7? „ irs £s „an T5 wu. 2” "7, 43 
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Aron now to the formal Profeſſors! Ma 
per 95, e hanſelf, and 2 
De miſtaken in the vat Concern of his Boul, 
2 dh his Run were his Iateraſtq hath 
found ont a Device at onde to eſcape the 
ſtevert Doctrines of Morttfieation: and the 
Qoſs, and in the midit of world Enjoy- 
ments, to keep x certain Quletneſs of Con 
* Frience; and « ſort of Comiidence of a Title 
tt Life eternal. Such was the Caſe of the 
deluded Pharifee in the Parable. He Had u 


Rated Ecurfe | of Devotion, 


Juſtice and Diſtribution, which could at 
in any RefpeRt be blamed, Upon this, he 
had formed a very high and \(cl-pleafing 
E of the Safety, and even Emi 
mency; of his State towards Gop : A Judg- 
ment the more confirmed, beeauſe of the 
Licentiouſnels of the Times wherein ht 
lived. He ſaid no more, than he thought, 


ucklreſſed himſelf to Gop ; God; i I "thank 
ſchee, that I am not as other ' Mex are, Enters 
mere, Inu, 'Adulterers, or even as "this 
 Pablican, I faſt twice in the Week, I give 
Tauber of all. that I poſſeſs (o). Permit me 
* —4— Speech into modern Lan 
N will the World: do nent? Sy 
« Times were never ſo bad, as ours! P 
(e) Luke Ali. 11, 12, 
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<« now 
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Faiting, and . 
temn Demegnor; he exerciſed a Meaſure of 


when With delighted Self-Gratulation he 
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% now are paſt all Shame. They ntither 


mind their Church, nor their Szcraments. - 


Sunday now is the only Day for Pleaſure. 
One can hardly: walk the Streets for 
.«« Swearers and Drunkards, nor! go into a 
„Shop without being cheated. Well, thank 
« Gop, I have nothing to do wich them, I 
am content to go on in the old-faſhioned 


« Way. Wich all their Contrivances, they 
« are not 10 eafy., as we who mind our Duty. 


« [would not be in their Cafe, forrhe Worla, 
« Gop be praiſed,” no one. can charge me 


' « with Idleneſs, or Cheating. um glad 


to go to Church and Communion, and 
am better pleaſed to give ſomewhat to a 
« poor Neighbour, that to ſquander it away 
« as ſome People do.“ And when you have 


 faid this, you have faid all; and will be 
apt to alk, What would you more? What 


I would more, is, that you were the mew . 
Creature ; which, with all your Freedom 
from the Vices of the Times, and with all 
the good Things alſo you have to thy of 
yourfelf, yet you are not. I appeal to your 
own Conſcience : 2 * have — n 
Creature deſcribed, but not yourfelf, in 
Inftance. Tou could — that 5 
got into this new Gyſpel-Stheme ; were the 
humble, heavenly - minded, ready, hun- 
gring Perſons ſpoken of. Tou Rabe nat 
found that the new Apprehenſions, = 
„ right 
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right Choice of the Will; or the holy Turn 


of the renewed Aflections, have ſuited you. 
You have had no Part in the Purity and 
Holineſs of Thought and Word, which be- 
long to the New Creature; nor hath your Con- 
duct been deſcribed, when his keepi 


became ſuſpicious, could not but think, 


that either yourſelf, or I, muſt be miſtaken, 


while, Inſtance after Inſtanice, : you found 


yourſelf left behind, without Part or Lot in 


the Matter, Let Gov now judge! between 
us; let his Word be witneſs, without which 
1 have ſaid nothing. The Truth is, yon 


have the Form of Godlineſs, and 1 have been 


deſcribing tbe Power of it. 


MisTAXE yourſelf no longer for a cel 


Diſcip le. You are unacquainted with Po- 
verty — Spirit, Fuitb. in our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


8 the Love of God. Comparing yourſelf 
with others, you are deceived, | and bigb- 


minded; hiding your Sins from your Eyes, 


you do not believe to the .. N of: your Soul:; 
and, blinded by your outward 
you ſee not, that you have not the Love of 
God in you (p). You have, I confeſs, many 
fair Appearances : But, will Gop be con- 
tent with theſe ? The Liſe you have ;not:: 
you have ſeep, you have not; but if you 
- (2) John v. 2 


from 
Evil, and doing well, were laid out before 
you. You were often drove to Strait; 


erformances, 


would ; 
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would perſuade yourſelf that you are the 
new Creature; why will you not ſuſpect a 
Moment, that it is poſſible, you may be 
miſtaken? I can do no more than intreat, 
that * will _ your groves to a fair 
Trial; that you will prove elf, 1 

be in the Faith. Lay aſide — nd 
you have conceived in your own Favor, take 
it into your Account, that you are not to 

be determined by your Difference- from 
others, but by the Rule of Gop's Word; 
and — how Chrift hath aſſured us, 


the Way of Life is /trait and narrow, and | 


that there be few that find it. 4 
O THAT you would ſubmit to a fair In- 
quiry. ! Truly, your very pitiable Caſe con- 
ſtrains me to be urgent with you. If you 
are right, it can do you no Harm to prove 

wf i F you be in the Faith : If you are 
out of the right Way, how needful is it, 
that you ſhould know it ! Will you allow 
me to help you: I will propoſe this leading 
Queſtion to you, for a ſerious Examination 
to be made upon it. Are you heartily 
« ſenſible, that you are a miſerable, and 
(in yourſelf) a loſt Sinner?“ If you 1 have 
never been deeply convinced of this, you 
have been building without a Foundation, 

I know you have had Expreſſions in your 
Mouth, which ſignify ſuch a Senſe of your 
Sinfulneſs and Miſery ; But, hath your 1 
1 ˖ 


— - * 
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felt what you have ſpoken ? Aſter the ſo. 
lemn reading of the Ten Commandments, 
you have called upon Gop to have Mercy 
«pn you, as a Breaker of them all; one after 
another: Not only, that the Lord walt WM thi 
incline your Heart to keep theſe Laws, but that 
alſo he would have Mercy upen you, and for- 
give the Guilt which les upon you by your 
paſt Tranſgreſſions of them, even every one 
of them . But now have vou lifted up 
this Cry for Mercy, from an evident Sight 
and Senfe of your Guiltineſs and Miſery, as 
having tranſgreſſed every one of theſe Com- 
mandiments, in che ſpiritual, if not the li- 
teral Senſe? In the daily Confeſſicn, and the 
Litany, you have been calling for Mercy; 
eſpecially in that Confeſſion of Sins at the 
Lord's Supper, you have © acknowledged, 
* and bewailed your manifold Sins and Wick- 
bc edneſs, againſt Gop's Divine Majeſty,” 
declaring that hereby you have been pro- 
cc yoking moſt juſtly his Wrath and Indig- 
* nation againſt you,” expreſſing if 
in the moſt penitential and ſelf-abafed Man- 
ner, as if, the Remembrance of your Sins 
The Rubric be fore the reading the C ommandments 

in the Communion Office, is, The Prieſt ſhall rehearſe 
40 diſtinctly all the Tox Commandments ; and the People 
4 ſtill kneeling, ſhall after every Commandment alk 


4 Gop Mercy for their Tranſgreſſion thereof for the 
% Time paſt, and Grace to Loop the ſame for the 


| 20 Time to come.“ 


2 « were 


edits a 


* 
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« were griev u, and the Burden, 
of them were intel ” and cryi 
zgain and again, for Mercy. Yet, after al al, 
you have never found yourſelf to be, do not 
this Day believe that you are, this miſerable 
Sinner. And, if you have never found your- 
ſelf a poor loſt Sinner, how can you have 
come to Chriſt to be ſaved; or feel within 
you the renewing Influence of redeeming 
Love? Here, here the Work muſt begin, 
in an humble Senſe of your Sinfulneſs and 
Miſery. You are indeed a Stranger to this; 
ſeek it, I beg you, without Delay: Then, 1 
truſt, you ſhall quickly find the Difference 
detween Formality and Gi ianity, and won - 
der how you c could have been 10 Wangen 
deceived. 5 | 
Ix is time ac to-addreſs, 4 Word to 
thoſe of you, who are new Creatures. I could 
with Pleaſure reſume the Employment of 


a former Diſcourſe, and diſplay the delight- 
ful BleM 2 and are Heirs to. 


But, ye bleſſed of the Lord, bh made Heaven 
and Larth, 1 rather call upon you to fbew 
forth the Praiſe of him, who hath called 
out of Darkneſs inis bis marvellous - Light ( 95 
SEE- that ye live unto bim 100 tied for 
you, and "he og ain, Carry the conſtrain- 
ing . the Love, 3 Jeſus bears 
you, ever upon your Hejfts ; carry it with 
| (2) 1 Pet, ii. 9. 


ous- unto- 


you, 
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you, wherever you. are, and whatever you- 
do. Approve your Heart before him; let 
your Conſcience witneſs to you, that you- 
are heartily his Servant; that you are not 
aſhamed of him, and of his Words, in this adul- 
terous Generation (r); that you are willing to 
ſuffer Reproach, for his Name's Sake; that 
you defire only Cbriſt ſhould be magnified. 
in you, in Lyfe and Death. Go, and let your 
whole Conduct be in Correſpondence with 
the grand Deſign of God; To this End, 
« Chriſt both died, roſe, and revived, that he 
might be Lord both of the Dead and Living (s): 
> ESPECIALLY put on Charity in all your 


Demeanor. Ss Hall all Men know that ye 


are ChriſPs Diſciples (t). So ſhall the World 
A #now, that God hath ſent him: Becauſe they, 
ſhall ſee. him doing in you, the Works which 
none other hath done, or can do. Works 
evidently Divine; the: Work which the De- 
vil hath. wrought in you, Selfiſhneſs, Pride, 
Conceit, diſſolved; and you, like your 
heavenly Father, patient, forbearing, for- 


d, may be one, as thou Father art in me; 
and I in thee ; that they alſo may be one: in us; 
That the World may hes that thou haft ſent 
me (u). Wadt in Love (x), let all your things 


(r) Mark viii. 3. ) Rom. xiv.g. | 
(t) John xiii, 357 (% John well 3th © 
(x) Eph. v. 2. p 
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be done with Charity (y) towards them that 
are without, and: one towards another, and 
the World ſhall own that God it with you of 
c Truth: your meek, gentle, and cha- 
l- ritable Carriage, you ſhall do your Lord 
to greater Honor, and bring more to the 
hat WF Knowledge of the Truth, and the Obedi- 
fied. © ence of the Goſpel, than by a thouſand 
ver Reaſonings and Diſputings; which, if con- 
1th ſidered to the Bottom, will be ſeen to ſpring 
nd, from Pride, Conceit, and Party-Zeal. And 
de how ſhall you poſſibly ſucceed, while you 
5): WW receive Weapons from Satan to fight againſt 
our him! How ſball bis Kingdom fall, when in 
te truth it is not divided? 
ord | Hor forth the Word of Life. Ye are 
hey Wl the Light of the World; ye only; all the reſt 
bich lie in profound Darkneſs, bewildered by the 
Tks Miſts of Luſt, Pleaſure, Intereſt, pompous 
De- or learned Pride. Never was a Generation 
ide, fo refined, and ſo ignorant ; ſo wiſe, and ſo 
our IF faithleſs ; ſo oppoſite, every Way to the true 
for- Word of Life, as this wherein you live. O 
our let a generous Compaſſion reſt upon your 
- Me; © Soul! Rarely you ſhall meet a Man, who 
WY doth not need it. O let a ſacred Zeal for 
ſent your deſpiſed Maſter reign within you. In 
the united Force of Zeal and Pity, tet your 
IL bine before Men, every where and in all 
„Tings, that they may ſee your good Works (2). 
(y) 1 Cor, xvi. 14. (xz) Match. v. 16. 
Alas, 


"I "IM a 
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Alas, Sirs, remember, that the Gi bid 
from them, whom the God of this World hath 

' blinded (a), they cannot fee it. It lies upon 
vou to ſhew it to them, in Conver/atien and 

Ward to hold it forth to them. Te are the 
Salt of the Earth (b); and if not by you 
wherewith ſhall it be feaſoned? ? 
IESsZ E you, Brethren, by the Mercies 
of God, have no Fellowſhip with the unfruit- 
ul Works of Darkneſs (c). Not to have 
any Fellow/brp with them, will demand all 
our beſt Caution and Courage, while you 
live among, and muſt have fo many thin 
to do with, the Workers of them. But, 
the. Mercies of God I beſeech you, be not par- 
takers with them in their Sins (d); encourage 
not the leaſt Wort of Darkneſs. accom- 
n by any thing which may 
be interpreted a looking towards them, by 
the leaſt Compliance, by paſſing them lightly 
by, by the flighteſt Approbation in Word, 
or Look, or Smile, or Nod, have no Fellow- 

flip with them. Herein you will need 2 

' watchful Eye, and a reſolved Heart: And 
the Grace of Gos hath added both unto you. 

Let reflect often, how the ſmalleſt Encou- 

ragement from you, muſt ſtrengthen the 

Hands of Wickedneſs, and wound the Cauſe 

a) 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4+ (5) Matth. v. 14+ 
75 Eph. v. 115 7 Ga 1 Tim:.v> 22. 


of 


— 
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ath Vices of a'thouſand Sinners. N 


the our contrary. Example and Conduct ſhine 
you — them, that they may appear to be, 

what they are, Works. of Darineſs, Works 
cies which will not bear the Light. Yea, and 
-vit. if the Workers of them be bold enough ta 
ave do them before you, uſe a like Boldneſs in 
all reproving them, in plain Words. Why 
von ſhould you not? The Workers of them 
˖ ought to be made aſhamed of them. And 
if the Children of avg; be hardy, why 
ſhould not the Children of Light be more ſo ? 
Sure I am, you ſerve a better Maſter, and 
maintain a better Cauſe. Yet let all be done 
in the Spirit of Meekneſs and Love. While 
ye reprove the Works, have Compaſſion on the 
Workers : And then fear not, the Lord is on 
your Side. , 

FinaLLY, We byſeeth yu, Brethren, and 
exhort you by the Lord Feſus Chriſt, that as ye 
bave received, how ye ought to walk and td 
pleaſe God, ſo ye would abound more and more 
(e): Bringing forth Fruits with Patience (J), 
and having in all 2 your Converſation as 
becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt (s); looking for 
that bleſſed Hope, and the glorious Appearing 

(e) 1 Theſſ. iv. 1. Lake viii. 15. 
(g) Phil, i. 27. ; 


of 
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| God and our Saviour Peſus Chriſt 
. prong One always with all Prayer and 
Supplication Spirit, F 
unto with al Perſeverance . 
Now unte Him that is able te keep 


ſro Frm rig nd wks ee 


to the only wiſe God our Savior, be 8 and, 
Majeſty, Diner ond Power, both ez * 
9 Amen (& AAR ene 


Tit. i. 19; Bob. vi. 16. 
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